1 JOHN chapter 5

Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, February 2008
I. LOVING GOD, 5:1-5

A. Born of God = believing that Jesus is the Christ!
B. Loving God means:
1. Loving God’s children.
2. Keeping God’s commandments (which are not “grievous” or “burdensome”).
C. Those born of God overcome the world; our faith gives us victory!
II. CHRIST’S CREDENTIALS, 5:6-12

A. Jesus Christ came by water and blood, and the Holy Spirit bore witness (cf. Matthew 12:24-35; John 10:37-38).
Beginning of Christ’s Ministry
  Accomplishment of Christ’s Purpose

BAPTISM (water).........................................DEATH (blood)
B. Three bear record in heaven: FATHER, WORD, HOLY GHOST.
1. This describes the nature of God (cf. Matthew 3:16-17; 28:18-29; Acts 17:29).
2. These THREE are ONE.
C. Three bear witness in earth: SPIRIT, WATER, BLOOD.
1. Holy Spirit; baptism; blood of Christ – God’s plan of salvation (cf. John 3:3-5; Acts 2:38-John 19:34).
2. These three AGREE in ONE (that is, are in agreement – God neither contradicts nor confuses His truth!).
D. Eternal life is in God’s Son! (cf. John 3:15).
III. KNOWING ONE HAS ETERNAL LIFE, 5:13-21

A. John has written to give assurance of eternal life.
B. We have assurance in prayer (because of our relationship with God).
C. What if a brother sins? Notice verses 16-17
Note: Conditions for forgiveness
For one not a Christian: Repentance & Baptism (Acts 2:38)
For one who is a Christian: Repentance & Confession (Acts 8:22-23; 1 John 1:9)
SIN UNTO DEATH & SIN NOT UNTO DEATH
Any sin is a sin “unto death” if it is not forgiven (Romans 6:23). 

Any sin is a sin “not unto death” if it is forgiven (Ephesians 2:1 ff).
D. The one “born of God” does not continue in sin.
1. Christians are “of God,” while the world “lieth in wickedness.”
2. The Bible continually makes a difference between those of God, and those of satan.
E. Climactic affirmation of the Deity of Christ: verse 20
F. John closes with an admonition to “keep yourselves from idols.”
A NOTE ON 1st JOHN 5:7

There are some who would remove most of 1 John 5:7, specifically “the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one,” from the text (watch out for “notes” at the bottom or side of your Bible which call this an “interpolation” - these notes are not “given by inspiration of God”). Consider: the evidence demonstrates that 1 John 5:7, as it stands in the King James Version, is exactly accurate:
1. This wording is found in two ancient Greek manuscripts: Codex Ravianus & No. 61
2. This wording is found in the marginal notes on Greek manuscripts 88 & 629.
3. This wording is quoted by Cyprian (250 AD); two Spanish bishops, Priscillian and Idacius Clarus, in the fourth century; the Council of Carthage (415 AD); African Christians in the 5th and 6th centuries to defend against Arianism; Cassidorus (480-570 AD); an old Latin manuscript, “r”, of the 5th or 6th centuries; and the Speculum, an old Latin text.
4. If the words of the King James Version are omitted, the grammar doesn’t fit: “spirit, water, and blood” would normally be neuter, but in 1 John 5:8, they are masculine, to match the words “Father, Word, and Holy Ghost” in verse 7. The nouns in verse 7 influence the nouns in verse 8 (called the “power of attraction” in Greek syntax). In plain words, there is no explanation for the gender of the nouns in verse 8 if the nouns in verse 7 are removed. But if these words stand as in a KJV, the genders – and thus grammar – match perfectly!
THE BOTTOM LINE: You can trust the reading of John 5:7 just as it stands in the King James Version. There is no need to “tamper” with the text, as some are prone to do. This verse is one of the greatest in the New Testament teaching the true nature of the one God Who exists in three persons.
