1st JOHN

Introduction & Chapter 1
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INTRODUCTION:

AUTHOR: Although not named in the letter, it is most certainly written by John, the son of Zebedee.

A. External Evidence: 
1. Two of John’s pupils, Polycarp & Papias, quote from it and attribute it to John.
2. Many of the later “church fathers” (Irenaeus, Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian, et al) quote from it and attribute the epistle to John.

B. Internal Evidence:

1. The writer was an ear-witness and eyewitness of the Christ, vv 1-3.

2. John the only New Testament writer that refers to Jesus as the “only begotten son”. Compare John 1:18; 3:16, 18 with 1 John 4:9
3. The many similarities of this letter with the gospel.

TO WHOM WRITTEN: Written primarily to Christians, it may properly be regarded as a  “general” epistle

THE DESIGN OF THE EPISTLE: Written to combat the false teachings and false teachers that were arising among the brethren.

A. There was a growing error that attacked the humanity & deity of Jesus. These groups were known as Gnostics.

1. Gnostics (from the Greek “GNOSIS” – Knowledge) felt they had special, secret & superior knowledge that the rank and file of members lacked. They based this upon their theory that God is holy and all matter is evil; therefore God could not have become man. The two main bodies were:

a. Docetics – These denied the humanity of Christ, saying that He did not really appear in the flesh. Their view was that Christ was merely a “phantom” or an illusion, not really human at all & only appeared to suffer death. 

b. Cerenthians – These denied the deity of Jesus. They taught that the Christ descended on Jesus at His baptism and left Him at the cross.

PURPOSE: “And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full”, 1:4.

Chapter 1

I. PROLOGUE, vv. 1-4

A. “from the beginning” – i.e. from all eternity. See 2:14, John 1:1, 2, 17:5.
B. Notice the increase of intensity of his proof, vs. 1:

1. Heard & seen – direct personal experience.

2. Looked upon – Beheld (ASV), to look upon with a growing & lively interest.

3. Handled – suggests tangible, intimate & definite evidence.

C. “Word of life” – Christ, He is the divine source.

D. Manifested – To make know matters formerly concealed. (i.e. Incarnation – cf. John 1 :14).
E. Basis of fellowship, vs. 3.

1. Fellowship – Common Association, joint-sharing.

We achieve unity through the one message brought by the apostles – the Word of God. This forges a unity of faith, practice & worship. Only in unity – not union – is there this bond.

The One Message: From God ( Jesus ( Holy Spirit ( Apostles ( Other Christians

When We Follow That One Message:

We Have Fellowship With: God ( Jesus ( Holy Spirit ( Apostles ( Other Christians

F. “These things” – preceding matters & including the entire epistle.

II. GOD IS LIGHT, vv. 5-7.

A. “of him” – Christ.

B. The nature of God, vs. 5.

1. “God is light” – such is His essence, a statement of the absolute nature of God, His intellectual attribute (God is love [1 John 4:8, 16] describes the fullness of His moral nature & God is spirit [John 4:24] describes His immaterial nature.)
2. “in him is no darkness at all” – The Greek reads literally “darkness in him there is none whatsoever”. Darkness = error, falsehood, sin, vice, wickedness, iniquity.
G. Walk in darkness – habitually live in sin, vs. 6.

H. Walking in the light, vs. 7.

1. Fellowship one with another – see vs. 3.

a) Fellowship with Christian brethren is dependant on fellowship with God. 
Cf. 2 John 9.
2. Cleanseth – Present Tense, Continuous Action, Lit. “keeps on cleansing”.

3. Note: If (conditional) we walk (continuous action) in the light:

a) we have fellowship, and

b) The blood of Jesus cleanseth (continuous action) us from all sin.

III. SIN AND ITS FORGIVENESS, vv. 8-10.

A. Not possible to live above sin, vs. 8.

1. Deceive ourselves – Lit, “lead ourselves astray”.

Because of the weakness of the flesh & the ever-present problem of temptation, even the best of people inadvertently sin, hence we need the cleansing power inherent in the blood of Jesus.

B. Confess – a humble acknowledgement of wrong, a penitent attitude, vs. 9. 

(present tense – “keep on confessing”)

1. Note: Sins (verses “sin” in vs. 8) – individual & specific acts of wrongdoing.

C. Those who deny the fact of sin in their lives make God a liar by contradicting His express statements of man’s sinfulness before Him, and they demonstrate the fact that the truth is not in them by exhibiting ignorance of the truth in their allegation.

We need to remember that God has 2 laws of pardon – One for the alien sinner, which includes hearing, belief, repentance, confession, & baptism, and one for erring Christians, which includes repentance, confession & prayer. 
John is writing to Christians, hence is addressing the terms of forgiveness applicable to them.

