THE BOOK OF 3rd JOHN

Teacher:  John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, February 2008

INTRODUCTION:
A. Author:  John the apostle (“the elder” – see Introduction to 1 John).

B. To whom written:  “well beloved Gaius”

There are three in the New Testament who bear this name:  

a. GAIUS of Corinth (1 Corinthians 1:14);

b. GAIUS of Macedonia (Acts 19:29);

c. GAIUS of Derbe (Acts 20:4).

C.  Theme:  showing hospitality to those who proclaim the truth!
1. John writes to urge that hospitality be shown to all who love and proclaim the truth, to warn about a church trouble-maker named Diotrephes, and to recommend a brother named Demetrius!

2. Through studying this small letter, we can learn what God commends and what he condemns, as exemplified by the three persons named in this letter.

I.  THE COMMENDATION OF GAIUS, vv. 1-8

A. John greets Gaius:  “well-beloved…whom I love in truth,” v. 1

B. John prays for Gaius’ health and prosperity, v. 2

C. John has much joy because of Gaius’ faithfulness, vv. 3-4

D. Gaius is generous in his treatment toward others, vv. 5-8

1. He is concerned about brethren and strangers.

2. “after a godly sort” = “worthy of God”:  he sacrificed to help others on their journeys, and we are never more like God than when we sacrifice to serve others.

3. Gaius’ hospitality enabled these traveling brethren to be provided for, not having to

have help of others (“taking nothing of the Gentiles”)

4. This gave Gaius (and all who do likewise) opportunity to be a fellow helper in the 

work brethren were doing.

5. Note:  not only must we not give support to false teacher (2 John 10-11), we must be willing to actively support teachers of truth.

II. THE CONDEMNATION OF DIOTREPHES, vv. 9-11

A. The CHARACTER of Diotrephes, v. 9:

1. Loves to have the preeminence:  “first place” (self-centered). 

2. Christ has preeminence in the church (cf. Colossians 1:18; Ephesians 1:20-21).

3. Diotrephes has the wrong attitude entirely (compare Philippians 2:3-9; Romans 12:10; Ephesians 5:21; etc.).
4. He does not receive John (neither helping nor assisting, and not accepting John’s apostolic authority). 

B. The ACTIVITIES of Diotrephes, vv. 10-11

1. “Prating against us with malicious words” – talking nonsense, foolishness, wickedly

against John and others – literally, “bringing false and empty charges against us.”

2. He doesn’t receive faithful brethren, nor will he allow others to.

3. He casts them out of the church (he was running “his show,” doing “his own thing”).
4. His deeds:  evil (v. 11).
III. THE RECOMMENDATION OF DEMETRIUS, v. 12

A. Demetrius had a good report of men and of the truth itself (see Acts 6:3).
B. John verifies the “good report” concerning Demetrius (who may have been the one who brought this letter to Gaius – John’s message:  “you can accept this brother in truth!”)

CONCLUSION:

A. John’s desire to see Gaius in person.

B. His concluding remarks:  

1. Peace be to thee.

2. Our friends (another name for Christians) greet thee; greet the friends by name.

C. A lesson regarding these three individuals:

1. Gaius the self-less ENCOURAGER.

2. Diotrephes the self-centered DICTATOR.

3. Demetrius the sincere EXAMPLE.

