1 KINGS Chapters 20 – 22

Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, January 2007
I. ARAB’S VICTORIES OVER SYRIA, 20:1-43

A. Ben-hadad, king of Syria, demands all from Ahab, king of Israel.
1. Ben-hadad makes his demands for Ahab to turn over his personal effects, and Ahab at first consents.
2. Then Ben-hadad presses the demand further, threatening to come and search, to make sure that Ahab has delivered all he desires.
3. Ahab, upon consultation from the elders and the people, sends word to Ben-hadad that he will not consent to a search.
4. Ben-hadad threatens a virtual declaration of war, but Ahab tells him not to boast and brag his victory until he secures it!
5. Ahab is told by a prophet that he will be victorious!
B. Ahab, though greatly outnumbered, yet wins the victory!
1. The king of Israel slew the Syrians (verse 21), according to the word of the prophet (verse 13).
2. Ahab is told the king of Syria would come against him again.
*NOTE THE GREAT LESSON found in verses 23-28: God is God of the hills and the valleys! (see Song of Solomon 2:1). The problem with the Syrians is that they had a too United concept of God -- but they would learn better!
II. ARAB’S DESIRE FOR NABQTH’S LAND, 21:1-22
A. A man by the name of NABOTH has some land which Ahab wants.
1. Naboth refuses to sell it to him (he had inherited the property).
2. Ahab “sulks” because he cannot have his way.
B. Jezebel, wife of Ahab, tells Ahab that she will get the land for him.
1. Note how she “runs over” Ahab.
2. Jezebel’s plan includes forgery, hypocrisy, perjury, and murder!
3. Naboth is murdered to satisfy Ahab’s greed (compare 2 Kings 9:25-26).
C. The message of Elijah to Ahab!
1. Elijah accuses Ahab of murder and theft, and tells him he will die!
2. Ahab had surrendered to the evil of his wife; God will take away his posterity!
3. Jezebel will also die! (see 2 Kings 9:33-36).
4. Ahab exhibits some degree of sorrow, but not enough to try to “right his wrongs” (compare Matthew 3:8; Acts 26:20).
III. ARAB’S FINAL BATTLE, 22:1-40

A. After three years of peace, Jehoshaphat (king of Judah) joins forces with Ahab (king of Israel), which displeases God (see 2 Chronicles 19:1-3).
B. Micaiah, a true prophet, delivers Ahab a message that he doesn’t want to hear!
1. On the matter of God sending a “lying spirit,” bear in mind that God often used enemies to judge and punish His people (compare also Ezekiel 14:9; 2 Thessalonians 2:7-12).
2. Micaiah says that one day Zedekiah will try to hide himself from God.
C. The DEATH OF AHAB:
1. Ahab tries to disguise himself.
2. The Syrians are after Ahab, and finally he is shot and wounded.
3. Ahab died (see 2 Chronicles 18:31), and his army is dispersed.

IV. THE REIGN OF JEHOSHAPHAT (4th Southern), 22:41-50

A. Jehoshaphat was overall a GOOD KING.
B. Some of his accomplishments are chronicled.
C. Jehoshaphat’s death is described (compare 2 Chronicles 21:1).

V. THE REIGN OF AHAZIAH (8th Northern), 22:51-53 

A. Ahaziah’s reign was two years in length.
B. Ahaziah was an evil king, walking like those before him, and was a worshipper of Baal (compare 2 Chronicles 20:35-21:1).
