THE BOOK OF FIRST KINGS

Chapters 3 – 7
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I. SOLOMON’S REQUEST FOR WISDOM, chapter 3
A. Solomon Marries Pharaoh’s Daughter, vs. 1.

B. Solomon’s Sacrifice At Gibeon, vv. 2-4. 
1. “high places” – lit. “an elevation”

a) After the Israelites had used the ark as a sort of “good luck charm” in their battle with the Philistines (1 Samuel 4) the ark and tabernacle were separated and the ark never resided in Moses’ tabernacle again.

b) During this period, God permitted Israel to worship at the “high places”.

c) At this time Moses’ tabernacle and the altar were at Gibeon (1 Chronicles 16:39; 21:29), and the ark resided in the tent set up by David at Jerusalem (1 Kings 3:15; 2 Samuel 6:17). See also 2 Chronicles 1:3-6.
C. Solomon’s Dream and Choice of Wisdom, vv. 5-15.

1. Note Solomon’s humbleness, vs. 7.

2. “understanding” – to listen intelligently, vs. 9.

3. “discern between good and bad” – to make proper judgment, vs.9. Cf vs. 11.
D. Display Of Solomon’s Wisdom Begins, vv. 16-28.

II. SOLOMON’S ADMINISTRATION OF ISRAEL, chapter 4

A. The Kings Cabinet, vv. 1-6.

B. Officers Appointed To Provide Provisions For The King’s Court, vv. 7-28.

1. Verse 21 is another blow to the premillennialist who claim the Jews never possessed the land promised to them by God. Here we see Solomon reigning over the promised land. 

See Genesis 15:18 & 2 Chronicles 9:26.

2. “every man under his vine and under his fig tree” – not troubled by war, a time of peace.

C. The Exceeding Wisdom of Solomon, vv. 29-34.

THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE, chapters 5 – 7

III. PREPARATIONS FOR THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE, chapter 5

A. Negotiations With Hiram King of Tyre For Timbers For The Temple, vv. 1-12.

1. A time of peace, God Given the credit, vs. 4.

2. Agreement is reached, vv. 8-12.

B. Solomon Raises A Levy of Workers, vv. 13-18.

1. “levy” – properly a burden, i.e. a tax in the form of forced labor, vs. 13.

2. “courses” – lit. “relays”.

IV. THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE, chapter 6

A. Verse 1 – Though some question the 480-year figure given in this verse, I see no evidence to warrant its rejection. 

B. Dimensions of the House and Chambers, vv. 2-10.

1. “cubit” – about 18 inches.

2. “oracle” – Holy of Holies, The Most Holy Place. See vs. 16.
C. Solomon Encouraged, vv. 11-13.

D. Further Details of The Temple, vv. 14-36.

E. Duration of Building The Temple, vv. 36-38.

1. The Temple was completed in 7 years and was completed:

a) In all its details, and

b) According to all its plans.

V. SOLOMONS PALACE AND THE FURNISHINGS OF THE TEMPLE, chapter 7

A. Building of The Palace, vv. 1-12.

B. The Vessels of The Temple, vv. 13-51.

1. Hiram – not the king, this man is one half Jew.

2. “Jachin” – He Shall Establish.

3. “Boaz” – In Him Is Strength.

