FIRST KINGS
Chapters 8 – 11
Teacher: Jerry D. Sturgill, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Morning Bible Class, November 2006

I. THE DEDICATION OF THE TEMPLE, chapter 8.
A. The Ark Is Brought out Of Zion (a part of Jerusalem that had been a stronghold, see 2 Samuel 5:6-9) And Placed in the Temple, vv. 1-12.
1. The ark had been in the tent set up by David. See 2 Samuel 6:12, 17.

2. Notice it was moved properly, vv. 4-7. Compare 2 Samuel 6:1-11.

3. The Ark contained only the two tables of stone (Deuteronomy 10:1-5). When the manna (Exodus 16:32-33) and Aaron’s rod (Numbers 17:1-11) had been removed is unknown. Cf. Hebrews 9:4.
*Note also the covenant had been made only with Israel, vs. 9. See also vs.21.
B. Solomon Addresses The People, vv. 12-21.

1. Solomon knows God dwells in the cloud and sees it as God’s acceptance of the temple, vv. 12-13. Cf. Exodus 20:21, Leviticus 16:2, Deuteronomy 5:22.
2. Solomon pronounces God’s blessing on the congregation (vs. 14) and acknowledges God as the source of all blessings (vs. 15).
3. God’s will had been accomplished, vv. 15-21.

C. Solomon’s Prayer, vv. 22-53.

1. No other god can keep promises, vv. 23-24. Note provision in 23b.
2. Prayer for the faithfulness of David’s line, that God will keep His promises, vv. 25-26.
a) “so that” – only if, vs. 25. As has been pointed out before, God keeping His promises was contingent on their keeping His commandments.
3. The Omnipresence of God, vs. 27.

4. Request for God to continue to hear their prayers, vv. 28-30.

5. Request for righteous judgment, vv. 31-32.
6. Requests in regard to repentance of the people, vv. 33-39.

7. The reason – reverence of Jehovah, vs. 40.

8. Request for God to hear the prayer of the Gentile who worships Him, vv. 41-43.

9. Prayer concerning war, vv. 44-45.

10. If because of sin captivity comes and they repent, hear their prayer and restore them, vv. 46-53. See Daniel 9:1-5, Nehemiah 1:6-9.
a) “bethink” – realize their fallen condition.

D. Blessing The Congregation, vv. 54-66
1. Verse 56, “…there hath not failed one word of all his good promise, which he promised by the hand of Moses his servant.”
a) Another blow to premillennialism!

2. Solomon’s desire that God’s faithfulness would produce the proper heart and obedience in Israel toward God (vv. 57-59) and be an example to the rest of the world (vs. 60).

3. A great sacrifice, vv. 62-66.

II. SOLOMON’S WEALTH AND GLORY, chapter 9.
A. God Answers Solomon’s Prayer, vv. 1-9.

1. This is the second time God has appeared to Solomon:

a) The first was to approve: 3:5-15.

b) The second (here) to warn: 9:2-9.

c) The third will be to condemn: 11:9-13.

2. The Lord said “I have heard thy prayer” – The Lord accepted it and would grant the requests, vs. 3.
a) “hallowed” – to consider as clean or holy.

3. Again the conditional nature of God’s promises. 

a) Follow God, then good will follow, vv. 4-5.

b) Do Not follow God, then evil will follow, vv. 6-7.

*Surely a lesson for us today spiritually!
4. Why? Because they forsook the Lord their God, vv. 8-9.

B. Background Information on the Building of the Temple, vv. 10-26.
1. Twenty years in building the Temple and the king’s palace, vs. 10.

2. Solomon gives Hiram twenty cities but Hiram is not pleased with them, vv. 11-13.

a) “Cabul” – displeasing, worthless.

3. The reason for the levy that had been raised, vv, 15-23.
a) Millo – A fortification in Jerusalem, vs. 15. See 2 Samuel 5:9.

b) “cities of store” – those used for keeping provisions, vs. 19.

c) The Canaanites were the ones made bondservants, vv. 20-21. 

Fulfillment of prophecy in Genesis 9:25.
d) The men of Israel not made bondmen, vs. 22.

e) Pharaoh’s daughter moves into the house built for her, vs. 24. 

Cf. 2 Chronicles 8:11.

f) Solomon’s sacrifices to God, vs. 25. “Three times in a year” – 
Cf. 2 Chronicles 8:12-13.
C. Solomon Builds a Navy, vv. 26-28.

1. The object of this navy, vs. 28.

III. SOLOMON’S FAME, chapter 10.

A. The Queen of Sheba, vv. 1-13. 

(Her Reality acknowledged by Jesus – Matthew 12:42)
1. Sheba – Located in southern Arabia.

2. “prove him with hard questions” – test with puzzling questions, possibly even riddles, vs. 1.

3. Solomon explained (“told”) all of her questions, vs. 3.
4. After all the queen observes “there is no more spirit in her” (overwhelmed with amazement), vv. 4-5.

5. “the half was not told me” – what she had heard did not do justice, vs. 7.

6. She acknowledges Jehovah as a Great God, vs. 9.

7. The queen makes tribute to Solomon, vs. 10. Cf. 4:21; 1 Samuel 10:27.
8. Precious wood and stones brought to the king, vv. 11-12.

9. Gifts given to the queen, vs. 13.

B. The Enormous Wealth of Solomon, vv. 14-29.

1. “talent” – Is hard to determine with certainty, but is between 60 and 100 lbs.

2. “target” – These seem to be shields of larger size that the “shields” (vs. 17) which were smaller in size, vs. 16.
3. These “shields” were placed in the “house of the forest of Lebanon”, the kings palace, most likely as display or ornaments.

4. Solomon’s ivory and gold throne, vv. 18-20.

5. Wealth to excess, vv. 21-23.

a) Gold in such abundance the silver was valueless, vs. 21.

b) Exotic livestock: apes and peacocks, vs. 22.

6. People came to hear Solomon’s wisdom and brought tribute, vv. 24-25.

7. A great military, vs. 26.
8. Engaged in commercial trade for linen yarn, vs. 28.

9. He multiplied horses to himself, vs.29. In violation of Deuteronomy 17:16.
IV. SOLOMON’S APOSTASY, DECLINE, AND DEATH, chapter 11.
A. Solomon’s Polygamy, vv. 1-3.

1. “strange wives” – from foreign lands. 
See Deuteronomy 7:3-4; Nehemiah 13:26; Exodus 34:13-16
2. Solomon had 700 wives, princesses (social rank) and 300 concubines, vs. 3.
a) Note they were all considered “his wives”.

b) This arrangement was in violation of Deuteronomy 17:17. 

See also Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:4-8.
B. Solomon’s Idolatry, vv. 4-8.

C. Solomon’s Rejection, vv. 9-13

1. The Lord was angry with Solomon, vs. 9.

a) “angry” – to be enraged

2. Solomon had been specifically told what he should not do and still he disobeyed, vs. 10.
3. The reason for Solomon’s rejection, he had not kept God’s commandments, vs. 11

a) “covenant” – a pact between two parties. Solomon had broken his part.
4. Two exceptions to the rejection: 

a) Not during Solomon’s lifetime, vs. 12

b) One tribe left to Solomon’s son (Rehoboam), vs. 13.

D. Solomon’s Adversaries, vv. 14-25.

1. Hadad the Edomite, vv. 14-22.
2. Rezon, vv. 23-25.

E. Jeroboam’s Rebellion, 26-40.

1. Jeroboam “lifted up his hand against the king” – rebelled.

2. “this was the cause” – introduction to the series of events, vs. 27.

3. Jeroboam was made an officer for Solomon, vs. 27-28.

4. Jeroboam meets Ahijah the prophet, vs. 29.

5. Visual demonstration, vs. 30.

6. The prophecy: God will rend 10 tribes from Solomon and give to Jeroboam because Israel is gone over to idolatry. One tribe (Judah and Benjamin are here counted as one) will remain with Solomon’s son, Rehoboam, vv. 31-36.
As we will see in chapters and books to come, this division will preserve the 
monotheistic belief in the One True God through the southern kingdom.
7. The promise to Jeroboam is conditional upon obedience to God, vv. 37-38.

8. The affliction of David’s line will not last forever, vs. 39.

F. The Death of Solomon, vv. 41-43.

1. Solomon reigned 40 years, vs. 42.

2. Rehoboam (Solomon’s son) reigns, vs. 43.

