THE BOOK OF FIRST KINGS

Introduction & Chapters 1 – 2

Teacher: Jerry D. Sturgill, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Morning Bible Study, October 2006

INTRODUCTION:
The books of Samuel traced the origin of the monarchy in Israel and showed the establishment of the ruling family of David. The books of kings take up the history of the kingdom from David’s last days and follows it to its collapse at the time of the Babylonian captivity.

BACKGROUND: In the Hebrew Bible, the two books of Kings, like the two books of Samuel, were originally one book. The Septuagint translators divided these books into four books and named them “Books of Kingdoms” and were identified as First, Second, Third and Fourth Kings.

DATE WRITTEN: Probably written after Jehoiakin’s rule (562 B.C., 2 Kings 25:27-30) and before the end of Babylonian captivity (536-538).

DATES COVERED: 1 Kings covers from the last days of King David (970 B.C.) until the time of Ahaziah’s reign (850 B.C.) thus covering about 120 years.

AUTHOR: Some believe Jeremiah due to the resemblances between the book of Jeremiah and the book of Kings (Cf. 2 Kings 24:18-25:30 with Jeremiah 52:1-34) or maybe a contemporary of Jeremiah.

I. SOLOMON ANOINTED KING, chapter 1
A. David’s Failing Health, vv. 1-4.

1. “cherish” – to minister to.

B. Adonijah Attempts To Usurp The Throne, vv. 5-10.

1. Spoiled, vs. 6.

2. Supporters in the conspiracy, vs. 7.

3. A great feast, vs. 9.

4. Those not invited, vs. 10.

C. Nathan’s Advice and Plan, vv. 11-31.

D. Solomon Anointed King, 32-40.

1. mule – sign of authority, vs. 33.

2. Great rejoicing, vs. 40.

E. No Reign For Adonijah, 41-49.

1. Report of Solomon’s appointment, vs. 43.

2. The supporters, vs. 44.

3. Adonijah looses support, vs. 49.

F. Adonijah Pleads For His Life, vv. 50-53

1. “caught hold on the horns of the altar” – Seeking refuge and protection, vs. 50. 

See Exodus 21:14.

2. “his servant” – Acknowledge Solomon as king, vs. 51.

3. Solomon’s forgiveness is conditional, vv. 52-53.

II. THE DEATH OF DAVID; SOLOMON IS NOW KING, chapter 2

A. David’s Charge To Solomon, vv. 1-9

1. Note that the blessings and prosperity promised to Solomon were conditional to him obeying God, vv. 3-4.

2. Judgment on Joab for the murders of Abner (2 Samuel 3:27) and Amasa (2 Samuel 20:10), vv. 5-6.

a) “shed the blood of war in peace” – Had shed innocent blood as if he had been at war.

b) “his hoar head” – His gray hair.

3. Show kindness to Barzillai for his help, vs. 7. (2 Samuel 19:31-40)
4. Judgment on Shimei for cursing God’s anointed, vv. 8-9. (2 Samuel 16:5)
B. The Death of David, vv. 10-11.

C. Solomon Is Now King, vs. 12. Cf. 1 Chronicles 29:23-25
D. Adonijah’s Second Plot and Death, vv. 13-25.

1. Adonijah seeks help from Bathsheba, vv. 13-17.

2. Bathsheba agrees, vs. 18.

3. Bathsheba makes the request and Solomon sees the plot, vv. 19-22.

4. The king’s oath, vs. 23-24.

5. Adonijah killed, vs. 25.

E. Abiathar Exiled, vv. 26-27.

F. Joab’s Flight and Death, 28-34.

1. Joab seeks refuge at the altar, vv. 28-29. Cf. 1:50-53
2. Joab says he will die at the altar, vs. 30.

3. Solomon says: So be it!, vv. 31-33

*NOTE: One could seek protection at the altar according to Exodus 21:14 (an unintentional manslayer), but one guilty of murder (Joab is guilty of two) had no right to claim asylum.

4. Death of Joab, vs. 34.

G. Death of Shimei, vv. 36-46

Note: Someone may raise the question whether the account in chapter 2 contradicts statements in 1 Chronicles 22:8-9.

It does not because they refer to different actions.

David was a man of war…Solomon never had a war.

The three men slain in chapter 2 were guilty of capital crimes,

they were not killed as soldiers.

