1st PETER
Chapter 5
Teacher: Jerry D. Sturgill, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, November 2007

I. THE DUTIES OF ELDERS, vv. 1-4.
A. “The elders therefore among you I exhort” (ASV) – The following exhortation is connected with the admonitions in Chapter 4:12-19.
1. Elders – Gk. “PRESBUTEROS”, elder, presbyter.
B. “Who am also an elder” – Lit. “a fellow-elder”

C. “feed” = Gk. verb “POIMEN”, “shepherd, pastor” (same word in Ephesians 4:11)
D.  “oversight” = Gk, “EPISKOPOS”, “overseer, bishop” 
In these first 2 verses we see the three Greek terms used to refer to those 
whom God has placed in the local congregation to guide the members. 
In the terms used we see the duties that apply to elders:

1) Elder/ presbyter – maturity, i.e. spiritually mature.
2) Shepherd/pastor – indicating the care & concern for the spiritual welfare of the flock.

3) Overseer/bishop – pointing to the authority of these men, the rule appointed to them.

Note the following:

1. The qualifications: 1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:6-9.

2. Each congregation has a plurality of elders: Acts 11:30, 14:23, 20:17-23; 
Philippians 1:1; 1 Thessalonians 5:12; James 5:14.

3. The terms are synonymous – Acts 20:17, 28; Titus 1:5, 7.
E. Further admonitions:

1. Not by constraint (Not forced into office).
2. Not for filthy lucre (eagerness for base gain).
3. Neither as being lord’s over God’s heritage [“lording it over” ASV] (to rule with a highhanded, domineering spirit).
1. But willingly (of ones own accord, voluntarily).
2. But of a ready mind (eagerly & with earnest desire to please the Father).
3. But being ensamples (an example or pattern)
It is important to note here that Peter forbids the abuse of authority, not its proper use. To site this passage as proof text of the elders having no authority beyond only being an example to the flock is to 1) remove this passage from its context, 2) pervert the text & 3) place it in conflict with the rest of the New Testament.
F. The reward for elders for work well done, vs. 4.
II. HUMBLENESS & WATCHFULNESS, vv. 5-11.
A. Likewise – Transition to a new series of exhortations, vs. 5.

B. Younger (members) submit yourselves unto the elder (members), cf.  Titus 2:1-6.
C. Humility, vv. 5-7. Cf. Matthew 18:1-6, 20:25-28; Philippians 2:1-8; Colossians 3:12.
1. casting – to deposit, to throw upon. Cf. Psalm 55:22.
D. Beware the Devil, vs. 8.
Although God’s children are to cast our worries on God doesn’t mean we sleep on the job.

1. Sober – calmness of mind. Same word as in 4:7.
2. Vigilant – watchful

3. Adversary – Lit. “an opponent in a lawsuit”, i.e. a lawyer who argues the case against one in court.

4. devil – Gk. “DIABOLOS”, slanderer, false accuser. Used of Satan.
5. He is described as a fierce, relentless, persistent foe.
E. Resist the Devil, vs. 9.
1. Resist – to stand firmly against attack. See James 4:7.
2. Steadfast – Lit. “firm in its place”, indicates rock-like stability, immovable.
3. “in the world” – throughout the world (ESV), in all parts of the world.

Suffering is not peculiar to them.

F. Assurance to sufferers & praise to God, vv. 10-11.
1. Perfect – to mend, repair. (Translated mending in Mark 1:19). God would bring them to a standard of usefulness in His service.
2. Stablish – to make fast, establish (ASV).

3. Strengthen – to supply strength to resist attack.

4. Settle – signifies giving one a firm & definite position.

III. CONCLUSION, vv. 12-14.
A. Silvanus – Silas. Possibly the amanuensis (secretary) of the epistle. Cf. Romans 16:22.
B. “as I suppose” – as I account him (ASV).

C. Marcus – Likely John Mark.
D. “in Christ Jesus” – Christians. Cf. Galatians 3:27; Romans 6:3.
