1 SAMUEL Chapters 27 – 31

Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, July 2006

I. DAVID ESCAPES TO THE LAND OF THE PHILISTINES, 27:1-12

A. David, thinking Saul will kill him, escapes by going into the country of the Philistines,
1. He took with him 600 men and dwelt in Gath (see 21:10-15).

2. It was told to Saul that David was at Gath; Saul ceased seeking him.

B. David is given the city of Ziklag in which to dwell.

1. This arrangement was made by Achish, king of Gath.

2. David dwelt in this Philistine territory one year and four months, smiting the Geshurites, Gezrites, and Amalekites.

II. SAUL CONSULTS THE MEDIUM AT ENDOR, 28:1-25 
A. David and Achish, vv. 1-2

B. Saul consults a medium, vv. 3-10

1. Samuel was dead and was buried in Ramah; Israel lamented him.

2. Saul had put out of the land all those who “had familiar spirits, and the wizards.”
This refers to all who practiced SPIRITISM (see Exodus 22:18; Deuteronomy 18:9-14; Leviticus 19:26; see also Galatians 5:20).
3. The Philistines gather to make war against Israel, and Saul is greatly afraid of them.
4. As the Lord is not answering Saul, he seeks out a woman that “hath a familiar spirit.”  
a. NECROMANCY = seeking to foretell the future by consulting the dead.

b. Saul, disguised, goes to see this woman at Endor, promising her no punishment.

C. Saul desires to communicate with Samuel, vv. 11-14

1. He asks the woman, “Bring me up Samuel.”
2. Samuel appears; the woman now recognizes Saul (notice the woman is apparently surprised, shocked, and afraid at what had happened).

3. She describes the appearance: “An old man cometh up; and he is covered with a mantle.”
4. Saul perceives that it is indeed Samuel.

D. Samuel’s message to Saul, vv. 15-19

1. First, Samuel inquires why Saul has “disquieted” him, and Saul explains the reason.

2. Samuel’s message to Saul:

a. The Lord is going to take the kingdom from Saul.

b. Israel will be delivered into the hand of the Philistines.

c. Saul and his sons SHALL DIE! 
*Note here both the CERTAINTY and CLOSENESS of death.
*THE BIBLE TEACHES THE FRAILTY OF LIFE CERTAINTY OF DEATH!
See 2 Kings 20:1; Job 14:1; 30:23; 34:15; Psalm 89:48; Ecclesiastes 3:2; 12:5-7; James 4:14; Hebrews 9:27; 1 Peter 1:24
E. The reaction of Saul to this message: FEAR!, vv. 20-25

III. DAVID LEAVES THE PHILISTINES, 29:1-11
A. The princes of the Philistines inquire of King Achish why David is among them.
B. The leaders of the Philistines refuse David’s participation in the battle: David departs.

IV. DAVID DEFEATS THE AMALEKITES, 30:1-31
A. The Amalekites continue to be a problem (remember that Saul had failed to completely destroy them, 15:1-19) and they attack and capture ZIKLAG (see 27:6).
B. David returns to Ziklag to find it burned; David and the people weep bitterly!
1. God tells him to pursue to Amalekites.
2. David defeats the Amalekites and recovers those who had been taken captive.
3. David makes a present of the spoil he had taken to the people of Judah.

V. THE DEATH OF SAUL, 31:1-13
A. The Philistines fight against Israel: Saul’s Sons, Abinadab and Melchishua, are killed.
B. Saul is fatally wounded (by archers).
1. Saul asks his armor-bearer to thrust him through with the sword.
2. Refusing to do so, Saul must fall upon his own sword.
3. Seeing Saul dead, his armor-bearer takes his own life also.
C. Seeing their king dead, the Israelites flee the cities.
1. The Philistines come in (as an occupying army).
2. The bodies of Saul and his sons are found:
a. He is beheaded, and his armor is taken.
b. The bodies of Saul and his sons are recovered, cremated, and their bones buried.
3.  There is a period of seven days fast (mourning for the king of Israel).
NOTE: This tragic end of Saul would have been avoided IF he had only obeyed God!

The HIGH PRICE of disobedience, indeed!

