FIRST SAMUEL

Chapters 4 – 7
Teacher: Jerry D. Sturgill, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, April 2006
I. THE PHILISTINES DEFEAT ISRAEL AND CAPTURE THE ARK, 4:1-6:21
A. Israel’s Defeat, 4:1-10

1. “came to all Israel – Came to pass, vs. 1.

2. 4,000 men killed in the battle, vs. 2.

3. Wrong answer to an excellent question, vv. 3-5.

a. Note no command of the Lord to fetch the ark.
b. They regarded the ark as a talisman or good luck charm.
4. The Philistines, recognizing that the ark had been brought into the camp, considered this to be their ruin and defeat, vv. 6-9.

a. “quit yourselves like men” – act like men, be courageous.

5. Israel is routed and suffers a greater defeat than before the ark was brought, vs. 10.

B. Loss Of The Ark And The Fall Of The House Of Eli, 4:11-22.

1. Eli’s sons, Hophni and Phinehas, was slain, vs. 11.

2. Report brought back to Shiloh about the battle, vs. 12.

a. “clothes rent, and with earth upon his head” – demonstration of mourning..

3. Eli’s concern was for the ark, not for his sons, vs. 13.

4. The loss of the ark was too much for Eli, vs. 18.

5. The loss of the ark was too much for Phinehas’ wife, 19-22

a. Ichabod = “No Glory”

C. The Ark Placed In The Temple Of Dagon, 5:1-7

1. Ashdod – One of five principle cities of Philistia, vs. 1.

2. “Trophy” presented to their god Dagon, vs. 2.

a. Dagon – The grain-god known to have been worshiped by the Philistines. It is believed that Dagon had the likeness of a man above the navel and the likeness of a fish beneath.

(We have seen Dagon before, in Judges 16.)

3. Even a “god” cannot stand before Jehovah, vv. 3-4.

4. Superstition and false religionists are always linked, vs. 5.

5. “Emerods” = tumors, vs. 6.

D. The Ark Plagues The Philistines, 5:8-12

1. The ark is moved from Ashdod to Gath, vs. 8.

a. The hand of the Lord was against the city, vs. 9

2. The ark was moved from Gath to Ekron, vs. 10

a. “the hand of the Lord was very heavy there”, vs. 11.

(God’s punishment each city received was more than the one before.)
3. The Philistines decide to send the ark back to the Israelites.

(This is not repentance, but self-preservation)
4. The cry of the city went up to heaven – Worldly sorrow, not godly sorrow that leads to repentance.

E. Return Of The Ark With Gifts, 6:1-12
1. The Ark was in the land of the Philistines seven months, vs. 1

2. Gifts given in an effort to appease the God of Israel, vv. 3-5.
(Their idolatry is showing through)

3. Maybe the God of Israel will depart with the ark and take His plagues with Him, just as He did in Egypt, vs. 6.

4. A Test, vs. 7-12
a. “kine” =  cows, vs. 7

b. The cows and the cart will be allowed to go according to their own choosing, vs. 9.

c. The kine, untrained and leaving their young (would ordinarily seek their young), go straight towards the children of Israel returning the ark, vs. 12.
d. The God of Israel is a mighty God, vs. 12. Cf. vs. 9.
F. The Ark Arrives in Beth-shemesh, vv. 13-18
1. Beth-shemesh is a Levitical city, cf. 21:16

G. Punishment Of The Jews For Violating The Ark Of God, vv. 19-21.

1. The Lord smote 50,070 men for the sin, vs. 19

2. They call for the men of Kirjathjearim to come and fetch the ark, vs. 21

II. ISRAEL’S REPENTANCE & VICTORY OVER THE PHILISTINES, chapter 7
A. The Ark Is Taken Into The House Of Abinadab. His Son, Eleazar, Is Consecrated To Keep the Ark, 7:1

B. It is there for twenty years before the Lord chooses to hear the peoples lamentation, 7:2.

Cf. 2 Samuel 6:2

C. Samuel’s call for Israel to turn from their idolatry, vs. 3.
D. Israel turns to God and Samuel prays to the Lord for the people, vs. 4-6.

E. The Philistines come against the children of Israel, vs. 7.

F. This time Israel turns to the Lord for help in the correct way, vs. 8. (Cf. 4:3-5.)
G. Samuel makes an offering for the people, vs. 9.

H. The Lord fights for Israel again, vs. 10.
1. Discomfited – confused

I. With God’s help, Israel is victorious, vv. 11-14.

1. Ebenezer – “stone of help”

J. Summary of the life and service of Samuel, vv. 15-17.
