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THE APPOINTMENT OF SAUL AS KING OF ISRAEL, chapters 8-11

I. THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL DEMAND A KING, chapter 8

A. The wickedness of Samuel’s sons, vv. 1-3.
B. Israel demands a king to rule over them like other nations, vv. 4-9.
1. Moses had prophesied of this – see Deuteronomy 17:14-20.
2. God is going to let them have their wish – compare Numbers 14:2, 28-29.
C. God warns Israel what they will get, vv. 10-18.
1. The people could not say they had not been warned!
D. No! We want to be like the world, vv. 19-20.
E. They shall have their king, vv. 21-22.
II. SAUL MEETS SAMUEL, chapter 9

A. Genealogy of Saul, vs. 1.

B. Saul is a physically impressive man, vs. 2.

1. “goodly” (goodlier) – well grown. Is used in reference to Saul’s physical stature.

C. Saul is sent to search for lost donkeys, vs. 3.

D. Saul searched far and wide, vs. 4.

E. Seek advice from the man of God, Samuel, vv. 5-14.
1. “all that he saith cometh surely to pass” – The test of a true prophet, vs. 6. 

Cf. Deuteronomy 18:21-22.
2. “tribute” – a token of regard, vs. 7. Cf. Judges 3:15, Proverbs 18:16.
F. God’s instructions to Samuel, vv. 15-16

1. We see here an indication of the providence of God, vs. 16.

2. “captain” – ruler, leader.

G. Saul meets Samuel and is honored, vv. 17-24
1. Note the humility of Saul, vs. 21.

H. Saul is going to learn of his future position in the new kingdom of Israel, vv. 25-27.

III. SAMUEL ANOINTS SAUL AS KING OF ISRAEL, chapter 10
A. Saul privately anointed King of Israel, vs. 1.
1. anoint – Here is used in reference to pour something over something or someone which has been set apart for God’s purpose.
Cf. Genesis 28:18, Exodus 29:7, Leviticus 2:1, 8:12, 10:7, 21:10,  2 Kings 9:4-6.

B. Signs to confirm the legality of Saul’s appointment, vv. 2-7.
1. “shalt be turned into another man” – that is from an uninspired man to an inspired man, able to prophecy.
C. Go to Gilgal and wait for Samuel, vs. 8.

D. Prophecy fulfilled, vv. 9-16

E. The choice of Saul at Mizpeh, vv. 17-25

F. Some accepted Saul as king; some did not, vv. 26-27
IV. SAULS VICTORY OVER THE AMMONITES, chapter 11
A. The Ammonites encamp against Jabesh-gilead, and the men of Jabesh offer to make a covenant, vs.1. See Deuteronomy 7:1-2.
1. They still lacked faith.
B. The Ammonites will make a covenant if they can thrust out (lit. “bore through”) their right eyes.

1. This was to be done to be an insult and bring disgrace upon all Israel. 
2. This would also disable the men of Jabesh from warfare.

C. A truce is granted for 7 days, vs. 3.
D. Saul hears of the Ammonites at Jabesh and assembles the men for war, vv. 4-10.
1. Oxen hewed in pieces – Visible demonstration to rouse the people, vs. 7. 

Cf. Judges 19:29.
2. The old and new leadership stand together, vs. 7.

E. Saul victorious, vs. 11.

1. Note the military strategy of Saul. Cf. Judges 7:16.
2. “the morning watch” – Early hours. The last of the three watches, of four hours each, into which the night was anciently divided by the Hebrews.

F. Saul reaffirmed as king, vv. 12-15

1. Verse 12 – Compare 10:27.

2. Victory was from God, vs. 13.

THE REIGNS OF POWER ARE NOW IN SAUL’S HANDS!
