FIRST SAMUEL
Introduction and Chapters 1-3

Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, March 2006
AUTHOR:   SAMUEL and others (see 10:25; cf. chapter 25 & 1 Chronicles 29:29) 
*Samuel is a PROPHET (3:20), a PRIEST (7:9), and a JUDGE (7:15-17)
THEME: Transition from Judges to Kings (remember Samuel is the last Judge) 
DATE:     about 1000 BC

PURPOSE:     to continue the history of Israel (*in the Hebrew canon, the two books of Samuel are considered as one book, as are the two books of Kings.)

1. The book of 1st Samuel is a continuation of the life of Israel from the time of the judges (see 21:25), and tells us of the transition in Israel from a Theocracy to a Monarchy: Samuel is the last judge, Saul is anointed king, as David is after Saul.

2. The book covers about 115 years, from the birth of Samuel to the death of Saul.

CONNECTION WITH THE NEW TESTAMENT: Compare
1. 2:1 with Luke 1:46

2. 8:3 with 1 Timothy 3:3

3. 13:14 with Acts 13:21-22

4. 15:22 with Mark 12:23

5. 16:7 with 2 Corinthians 10:7

6. 21:1-6 with Matthew 12:3-4
I. SAMUEL’S EARLY LIFE AND CALL, 1:1 - 3:21 
A. SAMUEL’S FAMILY, 1:1-2:10

1. ELKANAH, chapter 1

a. Elkanah had two wives: Hannah & Peninnah.
b. Hannah is barren, makes this known to Eli the priest (who is also a judge, 4:18), and Hannah asks God for a son.
c. Hannah promises to dedicate this son to God’s service.

d. God answers Hannah’s prayer: she bears a son, SAMUEL (v. 20) and dedicates him to God (“Samuel” means “name of God”)

e. After Samuel is weaned, Hannah goes to Eli” the priest to offer worship to God.

2. Hannah’s song of praise, 2:1-10

a. Hannah praises God’s power, holiness, knowledge, and will. 
b. Hannah acknowledges God’s judgment.
B. THE EARLY LIFE OF SAMUEL, 2:11-36

1. As a child, Samuel ministered unto the Lord before Eli the priest.

2. Eli’s sons, Hophni & Phineas, are wicked, 2:12-17

a. They are guilty of taking more of the sacrifice than they were allowed, and of despising God’s offerings - see Leviticus 3:3-5; 7:34

b. Some protested their violations, but these protests were ignored, 

c. Reproach was thus brought upon the offering of God.

3. Samuel grows, and Hannah bears other children, 2:18-21

4. Eli confronts his sons with their evil, 2:22-26

a. They were guilty of immorality and evil dealings, and it was publicly known.

b. They were guilty of making God’s people transgress.

c. Samuel continues to grow in favor with God and man (compare Luke 2:52).

5. God’s message: the destruction of Eli’s family is foretold, 2:27-36

a. Eli is charged with honoring his sons above God!

b. Material prosperity is the motivation.

c. God will destroy the strength of this family, and in one day Eli’s sons will die.

d. God will raise up a “faithful priest” (for the Messianic fulfillment of this, see Zechariah 6:13 ff; Hebrews 3, 7, etc.).

C. The call of Samuel, chapter 3

1. God personally calls Samuel to His service.

2. Eli had not removed his sons from their office, though aware of their transgressions.

3. Samuel was “established to be a prophet of the Lord.”
NOTE SOME LESSONS from this section:
1. A faithful mother: Hannah (her prayer is answered; God’s promise is kept).
2. A permissive father: Eli (sinful sons; ineffective discipline; coming judgment)
3. Sinful sons: Hophni & Phineas
4. A dedicated son and servant of God: Samuel.
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1. Hannah's prayer at Shiloh
was for a son, whom she
dedicated to God
(1Sam. 1:10-17).

3. While Samuel ministered
under Eli at Shiloh, God called

him to special service
(1 Sam. 3:2-21).
5. Samuel secretly anointed S
Saul as the first king of O

Israel in the town of Zuph
(1Sam. 9:5, 6, 27; 10:1).

4. Every year, Samuel traveled
to Bethel, Gligal, and Mizpah, as
a judge of Israel
(1.Sam. 7:16).

7. Samuel died and was
buried in his hometown of
Ramah (1 Sam, 25:1).

6. Samuel secretly anointed
David as the second king of
Israel in Bethiehem
(1Sam. 16:1, 13).
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