1 THESSALONIANS Chapter 5
Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Wednesday Bible Class, August 2006
Chapter One: THE MODEL CHURCH
Chapter Two: THE MODEL SERVANT
Chapter Three: THE MODEL LIFE
Chapter Four: THE MODEL HOPE
Chapter Five: THE MODEL ACTION
I. BE PREPARED FOR THE COMING OF THE LORD, vv. 1-11 
A. The “Day of the Lord”
1. The Second Coming of Christ: see Acts 1:9-11; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Hebrews 9:27-28; 2 Peter 3:3-13.

2. Its unexpectedness: as a thief (without-warning); as a woman with child (sharp pain that can come suddenly)
3. It is a day of destruction for the unprepared! Compare 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10.

B. Christians aren’t in darkness (thus, THEY aren’t to be caught unprepared!)

1. Children of light – children of the day (see Ephesians 5:8).

2. Not asleep (spiritually), but watchful and sober (Matthew 25:13; Luke 12:37).

C. Admonitions to the Christian in view of the Lord’s coming:

1. Be sober (1 Timothy 3:2, 11; Titus 1:8; 2:2, 12; 1 Peter 1:13; 4:7).
2. Put on the breastplate of faith and love (Ephesians 6:14).
3. Put on the helmet of salvation (Isaiah 59:17; Ephesians 6:17).

D. Our hope: whether in death or live, we live together with Christ!

1. Christians comfort one another with this hope.

2. Christians edify one another with this hope.

II. EXHORTATIONS TO CHRISTIAN ACTION, vv. 12-28 
A. The Christian’s attitude toward leaders:

1. “Labour among you...over you...admonishes you” (“elders” – see Acts 20:17, 28; Hebrews 13:7, 17; 1 Peter 5:1-4).

3. The proper attitude:

a. Know (to know from observation; to regard) them;
b. Esteem (cherish; hold in high regard) them very highly in love.
B. Other Christian duties:

1. Be at peace among yourselves (cf. Matthew 5:9; Mark 9:50; Ephesians 4:3).

2. Warn (“rebuke”) them that are unruly (lit, “out of step” – cf. 2 Thessalonians 3:6).
3. Comfort the feebleminded (those “easily discouraged; faint-hearted”; cf. Isaiah 35:4).

4. Support the weak (cf. Romans 15:1).

5. Be patient toward all men (cf. 1 Corinthians 13:4).

6. Do not render evil for evil (vengeance; retaliation – cf. Matthew 7:12; Romans 12:21)

7. Follow that which is good (the opposite of the above; cf. Romans 12:9; Galatians 6:10)

8. Rejoice evermore (cf. Romans 5:2; 1 Corinthians 13:6; 2 Corinthians 6:10)

9. Pray without ceasing (“don’t stop praying”; regularity in prayer – cf. Luke 18:1-7; Ephesians 6:18; Colossians 4:2).

10. In everything give thanks (cf. 1 Timothy 4:5; James 1:17)

11. Quench not the spirit (to “quench the spirit” is to disregard, ignore, or suppress the truth that the Holy Spirit brought – see John 16:12-13; 1 Corinthians 2:9-13)

12. Despise not prophesyings (teachings that came from God in the age of apostolic miracles; cf. 1 Corinthians 14:lff.).

13. Prove (“test; examine; verify”) all things (cf. 1 John 4:1-2)

14. Hold fast (“cling to; hold on to”) to that which is good (cf. Romans 12:9).

15. Abstain from all appearance of evil (avoid every kind or form of evil; cf. )

16. Pray for others (cf. Ephesians 6:19).

17. Greet the brethren with an holy kiss (“kiss” = a symbol of welcome in Jewish culture, see Luke 7:45; 22:48; it became a symbol of Christian fellowship and greeting in the 1st century, see Romans 16:16; 1 Corinthians 6:20; 2 Corinthians 13:12).

18. Have this epistle read to all the brethren (cf. Colossians 4:16).

C. Salutation, w 23-24 & 28

1. Paul prays for their spirit, soul, and body: the whole of an individual – the comprehensive human personality we all possess.
2. Paul reminds them of God’s faithfulness, and offers them God’s grace.
