FIRST THESSALONIANS

Introduction and Chapter 1
Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Wednesday Bible Class, June 2006
AUTHOR: Paul (1:1)

DATE: 51 AD, from Corinth during Paul’s Second Missionary Journey

1. Paul was at Thessalonica: Acts 17:1 ff.

2. Paul left Silas and Timothy at Berea, and went to Athens: Acts 17:14-15

3. At Athens, Paul called for Silas and Timothy, who joined him; Timothy was sent back to Thessalonica: 1 Thessalonians 3:1-12

4. Silas was sent to another part of Macedonia: Acts 18:5

5. Paul left Athens and went to Corinth: Acts 18:1

6. Silas and Timothy join Paul at Corinth: Acts 18:5; 1 Thessalonians 3:6 
THIS BOOK WAS WRITTEN THEN.

THE CITY OF THESSALONICA: Founded in 315 BC by Cassander, Thessalonica was a seaport town, the capital city of the Roman district of Macedonia on what is today the continent of Europe (consult a map), named after the wife of Cassander. There was a Jewish population there, but it was predominately a Gentile city (see 1:9). It was called a “free city” in that ft had its own city government. It was later the scene of many battles in war, from 390 AD when 7,000 of its citizens were massacred, up to and including its capture by the Germans in April 1941 during World War II. Today the city is called SALONICA.

THE BEGINNING OF THE CHURCH AT THESSALONICA: See Acts 17:1-9; the church at Thessalonica can be called, in many respects, a “Model Church.”
THEME: The Second Coming of Christ

PURPOSE: Paul writes to

1. Express his appreciation to and for the brethren;
2. Defend himself against detractors;
3. Encourage these Christians, particularly in view of Christ’s coming;
4. Offer various exhortations.

CHAPTER OUTLINE:
Chapter One: THE MODEL CHURCH 
Chapter Two: THE MODEL SERVANT 
Chapter Three: THE MODEL LIFE 
Chapter Four: THE MODEL HOPE 
Chapter Five: THE MODEL ACTION
CHAPTER ONE

I. PAUL’S GREETING, 1:1

A. Paul and his companions: Timothy (Acts 16:1) & Silvanus (Acts 15:40) 

B. His greeting to the church at Thessalonica: Grace...Peace

II. PAUL’S COMMENDATION, vv. 2-10 

A. Paul’s thanks for the Thessalonians, vv. 2-4

1. Work of faith, labor of love, patience of hope.

a. “Work of faith” = deeds which faith motivates and produces (James 2:18-26).

b. “labor of love” – very difficult, exhaustive work, motivated by selfless love.

c. “patience of hope” = endurance or perseverance, .motivated by the Christian’s hope of Jesus’ return (compare Titus 2:11-13; Hebrews 6:18-20).

d. NOTE:

(1) On these words joined together, “faith, hope, love”, see Romans 5:2-5;

1 Corinthians 13:13; Galatians 5:5-6; Colossians 1:4-5; 1 Thessalonians 5:8; Hebrews 6:10, 12; 1 Peter 1:21-22.

(2) On “works,” remember there are different kinds of “works” mentioned in Scripture (Mark 13:1; Romans 3:20; 10:3; Galatians 5:19-21; 1 John 3:8).

2. Their election: Gk, EKLOGE = “choice, selection”
a. This concept has been much abused in the religious world, to denote some kind of “calling” God makes separate and apart from the will of man.

b. The simple truth is that God elects (chooses) to save those who love and obey Him (Matthew 7:21-23; Hebrews 5:8-9), and elects to condemn those who don’t.

B. Paul’s reminiscences, vv. 5-10

1. The gospel had come to the Thessalonians in power, the Holy Ghost, and in assurance. Compare Romans 15:19; Hebrews 2:4; 2 Corinthians 12:12
2. They had become followers” (imitators) of Paul (1 Corinthians 11:1).

3. They had received the word in affliction and with joy (Romans 5:1-4).

4. They became examples to others in Macedonia and Achaia.

5. The word of the Lord went out from them (Gk “sounded” = EXECHETAI, “to blast forth” or “sound forth intensely” – the word indicates a boldness in proclamation!).

6. They had turned from idols to serve the living and true God.

7. They now waited for God’s “Son from heaven.”
a. The Father raised Him from the dead (Acts 17:30-31).

b. The Son delivers us from wrath to come (Mark 9:42-48; 2 Thessalonians 1:6-9).

