1 TIMOTHY Chapter 6

Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Wednesday Bible Class, November 2006
I. MASTERS & SERVANTS, 6:1-2

A. “Servants” = Gk, DOULOS, “bond-servant; slave” (“one under the yoke” – not necessarily implying a hard and disagreeable condition! – see Matthew 11:28-30).
1. They are to count their masters as worthy of honor; remember that “believing masters” are “brethren”; they are to do them service (compare 1 Peter 2:18-25).
2. The reason? “that the name of God and his doctrine be not blasphemed” (Would Christian slaves be as dependable as non-Christian slaves? Compare Romans 2:24).
3. These things teach (instruct) and exhort (encourage).
B. NOTE: Slavery - which was a common condition of the first century world - is neither condemned nor condoned by Paul; he simply addresses the conduct of those finding themselves in that state. Note too that there is spiritual equality in spite of social differences.
*THOUGHT QUESTION: Is there a lesson here for us regarding our relationships with others?
II. FALSE TEACHERS, 6:3-5

A. The DESCRIPTION of false teachers:
1. The false teacher teaches contrary to the words of Jesus Christ and the doctrine which is according to godliness (both his words and his life will reflect this! – note 2 Peter 2:10-22; Jude 3-8).
a. “Teach otherwise” = literally, “teach a different doctrine.” 
b. Failing to consent to the words of Jesus Christ (compare 2 John 9-11). 
c. “wholesome words” = “sound words; healthy words” (compare 1 Timothy 1:10; 2 Timothy 1:13; 4:3; Titus 1:9; 2:1).
2. The false teacher is proud (“conceited; puffed up” – see Acts 8:9; Col. 2:18; 2 Peter 2:18), knows nothing, and is involved in “doting about questions” (has an unhealthy interest in controversial questions and disputes).
3. The false teacher is corrupt (“depraved; unregenerate”) in mind (understanding) and destitute (“deprived; robbed”) of truth (v. 5).
4. The false teacher supposes that “gain is godliness” (that is, that godliness is a means of financial gain; there is a decided connection between false teachers and money! compare 3:3; 2 Peter 2:1-3, 15; Romans 16:17-18; then note Acts 20:33).
B. The RESULT of false teachings:
1. Envy: jealousy; inward discontent.
2. Strife: outward disharmony or friction.
3. Railings: abusive language meant to slander, insult, or injure.
4. Evil surmisings: malicious suspicions; to ascribe evil motives to another.
5. Perverse disputings: protracted and wearying discussions.
C. The RESPONSE toward false teachers: “withdraw thyself.”
III. GODLINESS WITH CONTENTMENT, 6:6-19

A. GREAT GAIN is to be found in “godliness with contentment.”
1. We brought nothing into the world, and we’ll take nothing out (compare Job 1:21; Psalms 49:17; Proverbs 27:24; Ecclesiastes 5:15; Matthew 6:19-20).
2. Thus, we learn contentment in having the necessities of life (food and clothing).
B. The dangers of material riches:
1. Temptation, snare (trap – see Deuteronomy 7:25), foolish and hurtful lusts which “drown men in destruction and perdition” (see James 5:1-5).
2. The LOVE of money is the root of all evil: the problem is an improper attitude toward “things” - covetousness!
a. “erred from the faith”: consider Demas, 2 Timothy 4:10 & Judas, Matt. 27:3-5

b. “pierced themselves through with many sorrows”: consider Achan, Joshua 7:1-26; see also Psalm 32:10.

IV. PAUL’S CHARGES TO TIMOTHY, 6:11-21 

A. FLEE these things (covetousness; love of money).
B. FOLLOW after
1. Righteousness: piety, godliness; “doing right”
2. Godliness: piety, reverence, devotion; “God-likeness”
3. Faith: belief, firm persuasion, assurance, conviction, confident trust
4. Love: AGAPEN = unconditional love, generosity, kindness
5. Patience: patient endurance, perseverance
6. Meekness: mildness, forbearance, gentleness
C. FIGHT the good fight of faith (2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Ephesians 6:10 ff; 2 Timothy 2:3; 4:7)
D. LAY HOLD on eternal life: it is to eternal life we have been called, and the reason for which we profess our faith in Christ (see Matthew 10:32-33; Romans 10:9-10)
E. KEEP this commandment, without spot (stain), unrebukeable (without reproach).
1. Until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ:
a. Blessed and only Potentate (Sovereign Ruler or Prince), the King of kings and Lord of lords.
b. He hath immortality, dwelling in light (Eternal Deity: seeMicah5:2) 

c. Whom no man hath seen, nor can see (Deity is not “seen” physically – compare John 4:23-24; Matthew 5:8; 1 Corinthians 13:12). 

d. To whom be honor and power everlasting.
2. “Amen” = “so let it be”
(Note carefully 1 Corinthians 14:16: the proper response of man in a setting of the church gathered for worship is not clapping, tooting, stomping, or whistling, but it is to “say Amen”).
F. CHARGE them that are rich:
1. That they be not high minded (“proud; haughty” – see Proverbs 28:11; James 2:1-4).
2. That they not trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God.
3. That they do good (same word used in Acts 14:17).
4. That they be rich in good works (see Luke 12:21; Matthew 6:19 ff.).
5. That they be ready to distribute (ready to give to others – see 2 Corinthians 8:1-4).
6. That they be willing to communicate (willing to share with others – see Galatians 6:6; Philippians 4:15).
7. That they lay up in store a good foundation: eternal life is the goal!
G. KEEP (“guard”) that which is committed to thy trust (literally, “keep the deposit,” a banking term – see 2 Timothy 2:2).
H. AVOID profane (worldly) and vain babblings (“empty chatter”) and oppositions of science falsely so called (Gk, GNOSIS = pseudo-knowledge; not real knowledge; “false knowledge”).
PAUL’S SALUTATION: “Grace be with thee. Amen.”
