FIRST TIMOTHY: Introduction and Chapter One
Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Wednesday Bible Class, September 2006
AUTHOR & DATE: Paul, 63 AD (Paul left Timothy at Ephesus, traveled on to Macedonia, 1:3) 
TO WHOM WRITTEN: Timothy (see Acts 16:1-3; 19:22; 2 Timothy 1:5; 3:15)

(the other letters Paul addressed to individuals are 2 Timothy, Titus, and Philemon) 
THEME & PURPOSE: Encouragement, Instruction, and Exhortation; This book contains a wealth of information concerning practical matters of godly living, the life of the church, and the church’s organization (note 1 Timothy 3:15).

CHAPTER OUTLINE:
Chapter 1: INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING FALSE DOCTRINE
Chapter 2: INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING THE CHURCH
Chapter 3: INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING ELDERS AND DEACONS
Chapter 4: INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING FALSE TEACHERS
Chapter 5: INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING RESPONSIBILITIES TOWARD OTHERS
Chapter 6: INSTRUCTION CONCERNING GODLINESS

CHAPTER ONE: Instructions Concerning False Doctrine
I. GREETING, 1:1-2

A. The author = PAUL, an apostle (“one sent forth”; an ambassador; an envoy) by the commandment of God (see Acts 9:15-16; 22:14-15; 1 Corinthians 15:7; Galatians 1:15-16)
B. The recipient = TIMOTHY (name means “one who honors God”)
1. “my own son in the faith” (see 1 Corinthians 4:14-16; 2 Timothy 1:12).

2. The salutation: grace, mercy, peace.
II. PAUL’S WARNINGS ABOUT FALSE DOCTRINE, 1:3-11

A. Paul had Timothy to abide at Ephesus to charge (“command”) some that they:

1. Teach no other doctrine (literally, “not to teach strange doctrines”).
2. Not fables and genealogies which “minister questions” (raise mere speculations). *NOTE: There are only two “kinds” of religions in the world:
1) TRUE   (that which came by revelation of God); and
2) FALSE   (that which is the invention of man). 
B. The purpose of Paul’s charge:

1. To reach the goal of pure love, a good conscience, and sincere faith.

2. Some have turned aside from such to “Vain jangling” (fruitless or meaningless discussion; empty chatter; idle talking).
3. These want to be teachers of the law but do not understand what they are talking about!

4. The law is good, if it is used lawfully!
THE PURPOSE OF THE LAW OF MOSES
1. The Law was to make man aware of sin (see Romans 3:20; 7:7, 13; Galatians 3:19, 24).

2. Though the Law brought man knowledge of sin, it was unable to purify or justify
(Galatians 3:10-11; Hebrews 7:18; James 2:10).

5. Thus the law was for the:

a. lawless and disobedient: those disregarding the law of God.
b. ungodly and sinners: those who transgress God’s law.
c. unholy: the unrighteous
d. profane: those who trample on that which is sacred
e. murderers: those who deliberately take innocent life
f. manslayers: those who take innocent life through carelessness or neglect
g. whoremongers: those who not only commit fornication, but make it a practice
h. those that defile themselves with mankind: homosexuals
i. menstealers: kidnappers
j. liars and perjurers: those who deliberately falsify, even under oath
k. and any other thing contrary to “sound” (healthy, wholesome) doctrine.

III. PAUL’S MINISTRY, 1:12-17

A. Christ Jesus our Lord put Paul into the ministry

1. Note the description: Christ (“Messiah”) Jesus (“Savior”) our Lord (“King; Ruler”).

2. “Ministry”= DIAKONIAN, “a commission in the service of the gospel” (Acts 9:15)

3. His former life: a blasphemer, persecutor, injurious (violent)
4. His new life: he obtained mercy, having acted ignorantly in unbelief (see Acts 22:3; 23:1; 26:5, 9-10; Phil. 3:6). 
B. Christ’s purpose: TO SAVE SINNERS! (see Matthew 18:11; Luke 19:10)
1. This is called “a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation”: a true statement and deserving of all admission and acknowledgment.

2. Note verse 16: If Paul could be saved and entrusted with the gospel, so could others. 

C. Honor and glory to God! The King eternal, immortal, invisible, only wise God!

IV. PAUL’S EXHORTATION TO TIMOTHY, 1:18-20

A. War a good warfare! (see 1 Corinthians 9:7; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Ephesians 6:10-18; 1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Timothy 2:3; 4:6-8) 

B. Hold faith and a good conscience! Faith is the result of testimony (Rom. 10:17); a “good conscience” is a conscience tempered by true faith. 

C. Some have made shipwreck of the faith!

1. The example of HYMANAEUS & ALEXANDER (see 2 Timothy 2:17; 4:14).

2. Paul delivered them over to Satan (see 1 Corinthians 5:1-5; Romans 16:17).

