THE BOOK OF 2 KINGS

Chapters 21-25
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I. THE REIGNS OF MANASSEH & AMON, chapter 21.

A. Manasseh’s Reign Over Judah Begins When He Is 12 Years Old. He Reigned 55 Years And Was An Evil King, vv. 1-2.

1. Was even worse than the Amorites. Cf. vs. 11.

B. The Abominations Committed By Manasseh, vv. 3-7.

C. God’s Promise’s Conditional, vs. 8.

D. Judah Would Not Listen and Manasseh seduced (cause to err, mislead) Judah To Do Evil, vs. 9.

E. God’s Judgment Upon Jerusalem and Judah, vv. 10-16.

1. “both his ears shall tingle” – catastrophe predicted! Cf. 1 Samuel 3:11, Jeremiah 19:3.
2. line = measuring line;   plummet = leveling tool. God will apply exactly the same measure and rule to Jerusalem as to Samaria.

F. The Death Of Manasseh, vv. 17-18. See also 2 Chronicles 33:11-17.
G. Amon’s Reign Over Judah Begins When He Is 22 Years Old. He Reigned 2 Years And Was An Evil King, vv. 19-22.

H. The King’s Servants Killed Amon, And The People Killed The Servants Who Assassinated The King, vv. 23-26.

II. THE BEGINNING REIGN OF JOSIAH, chapter 22.

A. Josiah’s Reign Over Judah Begins When He Is 8 Years Old. He Reigned 31 Years And Was A Good King, vv. 1-2.

B. While Making Repairs On The Temple, The Book Of The Law Was Found, vv. 3-8.

C. The Book Is Brought To Josiah And Read To Him, vv. 9-11.

D. The King Sends The High Priest And Others To Huldah, vv. 12-14.

1. Josiah is not questioning the authenticity of the book, but if these imminent judgments can be stayed. Note Josiah’s reaction (vs. 11) and the answer given by Huldah (vv. 15-20).

E. God’s Judgment Upon Judah And Josiah, vv. 15-20.

2. Wrath to Judah for apostasy, vv. 15-17.

3. Peace to Josiah for faithfulness, vv. 18-20.

III. JOSIAH’S REIGN & RESTORATION CONTINUED, chapter 23:1-30.

A. Josiah And The People Renew The Covenant, vv. 1-4.

B. The Land Thoroughly Purged Of Idolatry, vv. 5-20.

C. The Passover Reinstated And Other Reforms, vv. 21-25.

1. “like unto him was there no king before him,” – He carried the restoration farther than anyone previously.

D. God’s Justice Had To Be Done, vv. 26-28. Cf. Jeremiah 18:7-8.
E. The Death Of Good King Josiah, vv. 29-30. Cf. 2 Chronicles 35:20-23.
IV. THE REIGN OF JEHOAHAZ, chapter 23:31-35.

A. Jehoahaz’s Reign Over Judah Begins When He Is 23 Years Old. He Reigned 3 Months And Was An Evil King, vv. 31-32. (Jehoahaz is also called Shallum in Jeremiah 22:11-12.)
B. Jehoahaz Is Taken To Egypt By Pharaoh Nechoh And Dies There, vv. 33-34. (Fulfillment of prophecy in Jeremiah 22:11-12.)
V. THE REIGN OF JEHOIAKIM, 23:36 – 24:7.

A. Jehoiakim’s name had been Eliakim, but was changed when Pharaoh made him king, 23:24.

B. Jehoiakim’s Reign Begins When He Is 25 Years Old. He Reigned 11 Years And Was An Evil King, 23:36-37.

C. Jehoiakim serves Babylon 3 Years Then Rebels, 24:1.

1. “became his servant” – Judah no longer and independent nation. Jehoiakim is a vassal of Babylon (as are the next two kings).

D.  Punishment Is The Result Of Manasseh’s And Judah’s Sins, 24:2-4.

1. “the Lord would not pardon” – Cf. 2 Chronicles 36:15-16; Jeremiah 15:1ff.
E. The Death Of Jehoiakim, 24:5-7.

VI. THE REIGN OF JEHOIACHIN, 24:8 – 24:16.

A. Jehoiachin’s Reign Begins When He Is 18 Years Old. He Reigned 3 Months And Was An Evil King, 24:8-9.

1. Jehoiachin is also called Coniah (Jeremiah 22:24) and Jechoniah (Jeremiah 24:1).

B. Jehoiachin Surrenders To Babylon, 24:10-12.

C. All The Treasures Taken To Babylon, vs. 13. Fulfillment of 20:17.
D. Those Taken Away To Babylon, vv. 14-16.

VII. THE REIGN OF ZEDEKIAH, 24:17 – 25:7.

A. Zedekiah’s Name Had Been Mattaniah, But Was Changed When Nebuchadnezzar Made Him King, 24:17.

B. Zedekiah’s Reign Begins When He Is 21 Years Old. He Reigned 11 Years And Was An Evil King, 24:18-20. He Is The Last “King” Of Judah.
C. After A Two Year Siege Jerusalem Falls, 25:1-4.

D. Zedekiah’s Sons Are Killed In Front Of Him, His Eyes Are Put Out, And He Is Carried To Babylon, vv. 5-7. Compare w/ Jeremiah 32:4; 34:3; Ezekiel 12:13.
E. 2nd Siege And Captivity Of Jerusalem, vv. 8-21.

F. A Governor Is Appointed Over Those Remaining In Judah, 25:22-24. Cf. Jeremiah 40-45.
G. The Governor Is Assassinated, vv. 25-26.

H. Jehoiachin Dies In Babylon, 25:27-30. Fulfillment of Jeremiah 22:26.
