2 KINGS Lesson 3

Chapters 6 - 8

Teacher:  John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, January 2007

I.  ELISHA RETRIEVES AN AXE HEAD, 6:1-7

A.  The sons of the prophets are having difficulties with their accommodations.

B.  While working, an axe head comes off and goes into the water.


1.  They tell Elisha; he asks where it had fallen.


2.  The axe head floats to the top of the water.

II.  ISRAEL & SYRIA AT WAR, 6:8 - 8:6

A.  Elisha warns the king of Syria's intent.

B.  The king of Syria is perplexed that the king of Israel would know his military intentions.

1. His servants tell him it is the prophet Elisha who is responsible for telling these secrets unto the king of Israel.


2.  The king of Syria sends out a party to get Elisha.

3. When Elisha's servant sees these encompassing Syrians, he is filled with fear; but notice

      Elisha's words of faith to him in 6:16.

C.  The king of Syria (Ben-hadad) beseiges Samaria, and it is stricken with a great famine


1.  The famine is very severe, with cannibalism even taking place.


2.  The king of Israel blames Elisha, and desires his death.


3.  Elisha prophecies the end of the famine; the Shunamite woman is again described.

III.  ELISHA IN DAMASCUS; Jehoram & Ahaziah, 8:7-29

A.  Elisha comes into Damascus at a time that King Ben-hadad is sick.


1.  Ben-hadad sends a gift to Elisha in the hopes of influencing his aid.


2.  Elisha's message to Ben-hadad is that he will recover from this illness, yet will die.

3. Elisha recognizes that Hazael will become King over Syria, and will be very cruel to Israel  (which, indeed, he was:  see 10:32; 13:3-7, 22 and Amos 1:3-5).

4.  Hazael suffocates Ben-hadad!

B.  The Reign of JEHORAM, vv. 16-24

1.  Jehoram = 5th King of Judah (South); Son of Jehoshaphat, he reigned eight years.


2.  He was an evil king, and the revolt of Edom too place during his reign.

C.  The Reign of AHAZIAH,  8:25-29


1.  Ahaziah =  6th King of Judah (South); Son of Jehoram, he reigned one year.


2.  He was also an evil king, and assisted in the war against King Hazael of Syria

