2 KINGS Lesson 4

Chapters 9 - 12

Teacher:  John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, February – March 2007

I.  THE REIGN OF JEHU, Chapters 9 – 10 

A.  Elisha has JEHU annointed King (10th Northern King), 9:1-10


1.  He sends one of the sons of the prophets with a box of oil to annoint Jehu.

2. God is going to change the family line (see Daniel 4:17), and take the throne from the house of Ahab (reason? see v. 7).

3. There will be a complete overthrow of Ahab's house, and in fulfillment of what had been predicted, the dogs will eat Jezebel (see 1 Kings 21:23).

B.  JEHU is victorious over JEHORAM (9th Northern King), 9:11-37


1.  Jehoram (Joram), recovering from his wounds, meets Jehu, and Jehu kills him.  

2. Ahaziah (6th Souhtern King; Judah)  is also killed  (Ahaziah had been "acting ruler" for his very ill father  (see 2 Chronicles 21:18-19; cf. 2 Kings 8:24-25).


3.  Jezebel dies, exactly as it had been predicted concerning her (1 Kings 21:23).

C.  Jehu and the sons of Ahab, 10:1-17

1. Jehu offers the rulers and elders of Israel opportunity for the sons of Ahab to take the throne (to contest Jehu's reign), but they are afraid to contest Jehu’s reign.  

2. If these elders and rulers really have a sincere allegiance to Jehu, they are to kill the seventy (70) sons of Ahab, which they do.


3.  The entire royal seed line is destroyed, along with all those still loyal to Ahab’s house. 

D.  Jehu and the worshippers of Baal, 10:18-36


1.  Jehu "tricks" the worshippers of Baal, and Baal worship is destroyed in Israel.


2.  However, other kinds of idolatry were not destroyed

3. Because of the right Jehu did do, God promises the throne to his family to the fourth generation (Jehoahaz, Joash, Jeroboam II, Zachariah); Jehu dies.
II.  THE REIGNS OF ATHALIAH & JEHOASH, Chapters 11 – 12 

A.  The reign of ATHALIAH (7th Southern King), 11:1-16  

1. Athaliah, mother of Ahaziah, kills all the descendants to the throne, except for JOASH, 

who is hidden by his aunt, Jehosheba.

2. Jehosheba's husband, JEHOIADA (high priest) obtains an oath of allegiance to Joash, and also places a guard around him, lest he be killed.

3.  Athaliah is eventually slain, and JEHOASH (JOASH) takes the throne.

B.  The reign of JEHOASH (8th Southern King), 11:17 – 12:21 

1. A covenant is made between the king and people and GOD:  the altars and images of 

Baal are destroyed; Baal's priest is killed.

2.  JEHOASH is made king (at only seven years old), and the house of the Lord is repaired.

3.  Jehoash's servants rise against him, and kill him; his son AMAZIAH reigns in his place.

