2 KINGS Lesson 1

Introduction & Chapters 1 – 2

Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, January 2007
INTRODUCTION:
1. Second Kings is a continuation of the history of Israel and Judah (remember that 1 & 2 Kings were originally one book), continuing with King Ahaziah.
2. This book begins with the death of Ahab and continues forward, giving a history of the steady decline of both kingdoms, culminating in their captivity to foreign nations, Assyria and Babylon.
3. Three key subjects in the book are: 1) the translation of Elijah; 2) the ministry of Elisha; 3) the passing of both Israel and Judah into captivity.
I. THE REIGN OF AHAZIAH IN ISRAEL, Chapter 1

A. AHAZIAH (8th King of the Northern Kingdom), 1:1-2
1. His reign began after the death of Ahab.
2. He had an accident, and called upon Baalzebub (a pagan god of Ekron) for help.
B. Elijah’s message to the king’s messengers, 1:3-l8:
1. The angel of the Lord told Elijah what to tell Ahaziah.
2. The message was first one of mockery, and second a prediction of death!
3. The king sends a military group to get Elijah; they meet with bad fortune!
4. A second group is sent and their fate is the same.
5. A third group is sent (and this captain approaches Elijah with more humility).
6. Elijah, given assurance of safety by the angel, goes to meet the king.
7. King Ahaziah dies, just as Elijah had said!
II. ELIJAH’S TRANSLATION & ELISHA’S SUCCESSION, Chapter 2

A. The Lord is going to “take up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind,” 2:1-11
1. Elisha accompanies him to Gilgal, Bethel, Jericho, and across the Jordan.
2. A miracle is done: the parting of the waters.
3. Elisha makes a request of Elijah: a double portion of his spirit (see Deuteronomy 21:17), and the request will be conditionally granted (see verse 12).
4. Elijah is taken into heaven by a whirlwind (compare Genesis 5:22-24; Hebrews 11:5).
B. The beginning of Elisha’s ministry, vv. 12-25
1. The miracle that Elijah had previously done is done by Elisha.
2. The “sons of the prophets” (prophet’s pupils) recognize Elisha’s prophetic authority.
3. On the way to Bethel, Elisha is mocked and ridiculed (in effect, cursed) by some young men who will lose their life for their effort (see Exodus 21:15, 17).
