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THE SECOND COMING – Chapter 3
I. THE PROMISE MADE, vv. 1-7.

A. This is the second letter written to them, vs. 1. Both letters written for the same purpose, to “stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance”.
1. stir – to thoroughly arouse.
2. pure – carries the idea of something viewed in sunlight and found to be pure.
B. The last days – The Christian Era. (The time between Christ’s first and second coming)
C. Scoffers – Lit. “mockers mocking”, to make sport of, jest, deride. 
1. What the scoffers would be saying:
a) They would ridicule the idea that Christ would return. (By this they would insinuate that the promise of the Lord’s coming was a vain hope.)
b) Claim that nothing had changed “from the beginning of creation.” (Uniformitarian’s)
Peter in the verses that follow answers the “scoffers”.
D. Answer #1 – All things have not continued as they were from the beginning, vv. 5-7.
1. “willingly are ignorant of” – Lit. “This escapes them of their own will”, this is a purposeful, deliberate ignorance.
2. “the earth standing out of the water and in the water” – See Genesis 1:6-10.
3. The world – Its Inhabitants.
4. Perished – i.e. was destroyed, not Annihilated
5. The same word which created the world & destroyed it in the flood now reserves it for the day when it will be destroyed at the same time sinful men are destroyed, vs. 7. 
a) Perdition – indicating not a loss of being, but a loss of well-being, a person doomed to eternal misery. (Same word “destruction” in vs. 16)
II. THE PROMISE WILL BE KEPT, vv. 8-10.
A. Answer #2 – God does not count time as man does, vs. 8.
1. “be not ignorant” – Lit. “let not this one thing escape you”.
2. “one day is with the Lord as a thousand years...” – God is timeless, so the passing of time does not affect the promises & threatenings of God. He keeps His word! 
Cf. Psalm 90:4; 105:8

B. Answer #3 – The delay is due to mercy, vs. 9.
1. “is not slack” – There is no tardiness or indifference in the accomplishment of His promise.
2. God is longsuffering – See Romans 11:11-36, 12:1; 1 Timothy 1:16; 1 Peter 3:20.
3. Repentance – A change of mind & a change of action resulting from Godly sorrow for sin. See Luke 13:3, 5; Acts 17:30-31, 2:38; 1 Timothy 2:4.
C. Assurance of keeping the promise, vs. 10.
1. “the day of the Lord” – Denotes the idea of Judgment.
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2. “thief in the night” – denotes: sudden, unexpected, without warning.
3. “pass away” – come to an end, disappear.
4. melt – dissolved (same as 3:11), to dissolve something coherent into parts.
These verses refute the idea that God is simply going to cleanse the planet at the end of time, and then the vast majority will live on a rejuvenated earth forever.

The world is not going to be cleansed, it is to be destroyed by fire. 
The heavens, the earth, the elements (material causes of the universe, the substance of the material world), the works on this planet – GONE in a great conflagration. A once for all end.
III. THE PROMISE SHOULD BE HEEDED, vv. 11-18. 

A. A call to moral living, vv. 11-14.
1. “all these things” – the material universe.
2. “looking for” – Expecting, to look for, wait for.
3. Hasting – earnestly desiring.
B. Agreement of Peter with Paul, vv. 15-18.
1. In these verses we note some things in regard to Peter & Paul:
a) Peter is acquainted with Paul & his writings.
b) Those Peter wrote to are familiar with Paul & his writing.
c) Peter on intimate terms with Paul.
d) Considered Paul’s writings as inspired & authoritative as Peter’s.
2.  Notice only “some things” hard to be understood, vs. 16
3.   Wrest – to twist, to torture.
Peter says the unlearned and unstable wrest Paul’s writings as they do
other scripture. In this Peter is recognizing Paul’s writings as scripture.
Cf. 1:20; 1 Timothy 5:18; 2 Timothy 3:16-17
4.   A warning of the danger of apostasy, vs. 17. To before-warned is to be forearmed.
5.   Grow in grace & knowledge, vs. 18.
