2 SAMUEL Lesson Seven 
Chapters 21 – 24
Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, September 2006
I. FAMINE IN THE LAND & DAVID’S FURTHER VICTORIES, Chapter 21 
A. Famine in the land, 21:1-14

1. There was a famine in the land for three years, and David inquires of God about it.

2. The reason for the famine? Saul’s injustices against the Gibeonties.

a. Saul descendants constituted a “bloody house” because he had murdered Gibeonites, thus breaking the oath Joshua had made (Joshua 9:3-27). 
b. David offers to “make amends” for the wrongs done to the Gibeonites.

3. The Gibeonites demand retribution of Saul’s descendants (cf. Numbers 35:31; Exodus 20:5; Deuteronomy 24:16).

4. The famine ended and the land returned to prosperity.

a. David orders the remains of Saul and Jonathan to be moved from an obscure grave to receive and honorable burial.

b. God heeded the entreaties made to Him to end the famine (the power of prayer!).

B. David’s victory over the Philistines, 21:15-22

1. David rights against the Philistines (note: the chronological time-frame of this particular event is not given).
2. David and his servants are, once again, victorious.
II. THE SONG OF DAVID, chapter 22

(Notice all the many wonderful things in this “Song of David” – compare Psalm 18, etc.).
III. DAVID’S LAST WORDS & THE DEEDS of his MIGHTY MEN, chapter 23

A. The last words of David, 23:1-7

1. This is David’s final literary legacy to Israel (and note that inspiration is attributed to his words, verse 2).

2. David expresses his praise to God, recognizing God’s rule!

B. The deeds of David’s mighty men, 23:8-39

1. Note: David depended on God and brought men of great ability into his service (the men are listed by name, and there are 37 of David’s mightiest warriors listed).

2. Compare also 1 Chronicles 11:10-41
IV. THE CENSUS & PLAGUE, chapter 24
A. David numbers the people, 24:1-10.

1. This was usually done for the purpose of military service (Numbers 1:1-2; 26:1-4).

2. This “numbering” originated from wrong motivations: David put his faith in great numbers, rather than in the strength of God (how like man’s pride!).
3. Satan is actually behind this (see 1 Chronicles 21:1-4) – and pride is his characteristic (see 1 Timothy 3:6; cf. Isaiah 14:12; Ezekiel 28:17).

4. David recognized the sin involved in his actions.

B. God’s judgment against David, 24:11-17

1. God’s judgment against the pride of the nation would be expressed in one of three ways: Natural disaster (famine), chastisement from the enemy, or pestilence (Divine affliction).

2. David acknowledges his responsibility, and offers to accept God’s wrath upon himself and his family while asking mercy for Israel (“these sheep”).

C. David purchases a threshingfloor, 24:18-25

1. Gad instructs David to go to the Araunah and purchase his threshingfloor.

2. Though Araunah offers to give this property to David, David insists on purchasing it (and note the reason in verse 24 – it is an excellent lesson on the subject of sacrificial giving! Compare Malachi 1:6-10; 2 Corinthians 8:1-5).

3. David there built an altar to God.

*NOTE: This threshingfloor David purchased (1 Chronicles 21:25) was on Mount Moriah where Abraham offered Isaac (Genesis 22:2), and became the property where David’s son Solomon would build the promised Temple (see 2 Chronicles 3:1).
WHAT CAN WE SAY ABOUT THE LIFE OF THIS MAN DAVID?
David was not a “perfect” or flawless man, and his sins are plainly set forth in the Bible. Yet, Paul in Acts 13:21-23 call David a “man after God’s own heart” – Why?

1. Because he loved the Word of God! Psalm 119:9-16, 97-105; Psalm 1
2. Because he hid God’s Word in his heart! Psalm 119:11
3. Because he confessed his sin! Psalm 51
4. Because he loved to praise God! Psalm 39:1
5. Because he hated every false way! Psalm 119:104
6. Because he loved unity! Psalm 133:1
THE CHARACTER OF DAVID
1. A man after God’s heart! 1 Samuel 13:14; Psalm 89:20; Acts 13:22

2. A courageous man! 1 Samuel 17:34-36

3. A champion! 1 Samuel 17:40

4. A great solider! 1 Samuel 17:19, 45-50; 2 Samuel 5:7 (he first defeated the giant Goliath, the Philistines, Moabites, Ammonites, Amalekites, and Syrians).

5. A great king! 2 Samuel 5:1-5 (he ruled over Judah, then all Israel).

