2 THESSALONIANS Chapter 3
The Faithfulness of God
Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Wednesday Bible Class, August 2006
I. THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD, 3:1-5

A. Paul desires the prayers of the Thessalonians (1 Thess. 5:25), vv. 1-2

1. That the word of God may be received and believed by others, as it had been by the Thessalonian brethren (1 Thess. 2:13; compare Acts 6:7; 12:24; 13:44-49).

2. That Paul and his companions may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men (literally, “out of place” = denoting rebellious, perverse, and aggressively unrighteous men); note his comment, “for all men have not faith.”
B. The faithfulness of God, vv. 3-5 
1. God is faithful:

a. To “stablish” you (“make firm; make strong; establish”).

b. To keep you from evil (cf. John 17:15; James 1:13-15; 1 Corinthians 10:13).

2. Paul has confidence concerning the Thessalonians: their obedience, love of God, and patient waiting for Christ’s second coming.
II. WITHDRAWING FROM THE DISORDERLY BROTHER, 3:6-15 
A. Paul’s admonitions are in the form of a COMMAND, v. 6.

1. By the authority of Christ:  “in the name of Jesus Christ” (compare 1 Corinthians 5:4)

2. “Withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly.”
a. “Withdraw” = Gk, STELLESTHAI = “to remove oneself from; to refrain from familiar association or interaction with; to depart.”
b. “Disorderly” = “out of ranks; irregular; deviating from the prescribed rule”
(1) This is a military term, denoting soldiers out of line, out of step in march, breaking ranks.

(2) Conduct out of harmony with the teaching of the apostles constitutes “walking disorderly.”
c. ‘Tradition” = apostolic teaching and practice (see 2 Thessalonians 2:15).

C. The example of Paul and his companions before the Thessalonians, vv. 7-13:

1. Paul’s company had not behaved disorderly, but labored (if any wouldn’t work, he shouldn’t eat).

2. But some among the Thessalonians had become disorderly: not working, busybodies.

3. The exhortation: work, eat their own bread, be not weary in well doing.
C. If any man will not obey the apostolic word, vv. 14-15:
1.  “Note that man”: not just notice, but “mark out” (see Romans 16:17-18).
2.   “Have no company with him”: brotherly fellowship is to be severed, withheld. 

3.  Do not count him an enemy, but admonish him as a brother: Such is for the purpose of producing shame and bringing about repentance and restoration.
WITHDRAWING FELLOWSHIP
This is perhaps one of the most neglected Biblical commands among those professing New 
Testament Christianity. Consider some relevant information to this subject:
I. WHAT IS FELLOWSHIP?
A. “Communion, sharing, joint-participation, partnership.”

B. Christians are in fellowship with God (1 John 1:3; 1 Corinthians 1:9; Philippians 2:1) and with other Christians (Acts 2:42; Galatians 2:9). 
C. Fellowship relates to how we live: 1 John 1:6-7
II. IS FELLOWSHIP RESTRICTED?
A. YES! 1 Corinthians 10:14-21; 2 Cor. 6:14-18; Ephesians 5:11; 2 John 9-11 
B. The righteous do not have fellowship with the unrighteous.
III. WHAT IS WITHDRAWING FELLOWSHIP?
A. AVOIDING: Romans 16:17
B. HAVING NO COMPANY: 1 Corinthians 5:9, 11; 2 Thessalonians 3:14 C. WITHDRAWING FROM: 2 Thessalonians 3:6; 1 Timothy 6:3-5 
C. REJECTING: Titus 3:10-11
IV. FROM WHOM SHOULD THE CHURCH WITHDRAW ITS FELLOWSHIP?
A. The Immoral: 1 Corinthians 5:1-13
B. The Divisive: Romans 16:17-18
C. The Disorderly: 2 Thessalonians 3:6, 14-15
D. The False Teacher: 1 Timothy 1:19-20; 2 Timothy 2:16-18
V. WHY SHOULD THE CHURCH WITHDRAW FELLOWSHIP?
A. To Maintain the Authority of Christ: Matt. 18:15-17; 1 Cor. 5:4; 2 Thess. 3:6
B. To Preserve the Purity of the Church: Eph. 5:26-27; 1 Cor. 5:1, 6; 2 Cor. 7:1; Heb. 12:14; 1 Pet. 1:15-16.
C. To Exhort Others: Acts 5:1-11; 1 Thess. 5:14; 1 Tim. 5:20; 2 Tim. 4:1-2 
D. To Save the Soul of the Unruly One: 2 Thess. 3:14-15; 1 Cor. 5:5; Gal. 6:1; Heb. 12:10; James 5:19-20; Rev. 3:19 (compare 1 Cor. 5 with 2 Cor. 2:5-8, 7:12).
III. CONCLUSION, vv. 16-18: peace, the Lord’s presence, grace.
