2 THESSALONIANS 
Introduction and Chapter 1

Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Wednesday Bible Class, August 2006
INTRODUCTION:
A. Author: Paul

B. Date: About 51 AD, from Corinth (not long after 1 Thessalonians)

C. The City of Thessalonica and beginning of the church: see introduction to 1 Thessalonians

D. Theme: Patience in the Midst of Suffering & The Second Coming of Christ

1. Many of the early Christians were suffering for their faith; this is addressed in many New Testament books, including 2 Thessalonians.

2. Also, there seems to have been misunderstanding about the coming of Christ, with some thinking that it was to be very soon; Paul exhorted the brethren to wait and work till He comes!

E. Chapter Themes:
Chapter 1: TRIBULATION FOR EVIL DOERS

Chapter 2: THE COMING OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

Chapter 3: THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD
CHAPTER ONE:

I. GREETING, 1:1-2

A. Paul, Silvanus, Timothy to the church of the Thessalonians (IN the Father and Christ).

B. Grace and peace!

II. PAUL’S THANKFULNESS, 1:3-12

A. Paul thanks God for the Thessalonian brethren, vv. 3-4:

1. For their faith (which grows exceedingly: see 1 Thessalonians 3:5, 10).

2. For their love (abounding each toward the other).

3. For their patience (endurance) and faith in all their persecutions and tribulations.
B. Their suffering, v. 5 (see also Acts 5:41; 2 Timothy 3:12; James 1:2, 4; 1 Peter 4:12-18) 

C. God’s Justice, vv. 6-10

1. God will recompense (repay) tribulation to them that trouble the brethren.

2. God will give rest to the brethren who are troubled.

NOTE:  “rest” in verse 7 is a noun (not a verb): Paul’s point is that God will give TRIBULATION to evil doers and REST to His people (see Hebrews 4:9)
3. The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels 

(see Luke 21:27; Acts 1:9-11; Rev. 1:7)

4. He shall come in flaming fire (Matthew 3:12; 25:41; Mark 9:43-48; 2 Peter 3:7; Revelation 20:15; 21:8).

5. He shall take vengeance (judicial punishment) on them that do not know God and those who do not obey the gospel (Hebrews 9:27-28; see also John 5:22, 27; Acts 17:30-31; 2 Corinthians 5:10).

6. They shall be punished with everlasting destruction (Matthew 25:46).

7. This shall be when Jesus comes to be glorified and admired (see Jude 14).

*NOTE: in all this, we see Christ’s REVELATION, RETRIBUTION, and GLORIFICATION!
D. Paul’s continued prayer for the Thessalonians, vv. 11-12

1. That they would be worthy of this calling (see Acts 5:41; cf. Ephesians 4:1).

2. That they would fulfill God’s good pleasure in them with their work of faith.

3. That the name of Jesus Christ may be glorified in them, and they in Him 

(see 1 Corinthians 3:9).

