2 TIMOTHY Chapter 4
Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Wednesday Bible Class, December 2006
I. PAUL’S CHARGE TO TIMOTHY, 4:1-5

A. The witnesses to the charge, v. 1:
1. “Charge” = “command” - an order or directive.
2. The witnesses to the charge: GOD and the LORD JESUS CHRIST who shall judge the living and dead (John 5:22; Acts 17:30-31; 2 Corinthians 5:10) at His appearing and kingdom (Titus 2:11-13).
3. “His appearing” – at the Second Coming of Christ.
Note: the preacher’s accountability is ultimately not to men, but to God (Galatians 1:10). 
B. The charge, v. 2
1. PREACH THE WORD
a. The action: “Preach” = Gk, KERUSSO, “to herald; to proclaim publicly” – a preacher is a messenger boy!
b. The content: the word of God! 
c. Compare Acts 20:27; 1 Corinthians 2:1-5; 2 Corinthians 4:5; Colossians 1:25
2. BE INSTANT (“be ready”) in season and out of season (at all times: when convenient, and when not; when popular or unpopular; when desired or not desired).
3. REPROVE: to expose, refute, or correct those teaching or practicing incorrectly (a word dealing with the mind, to bring about proper understanding).
4. REBUKE: to set right those unruly or sinful (a word dealing with the heart to bring about repentance).
5. EXHORT: encourage, admonish, stir-up
6. Do this with all long-suffering (patience, perseverance) and doctrine (teaching).
C. The reason for the charge, vv. 3-4
1. The time will come when some will not endure sound doctrine (compare 3:10, 16; 4:3; cf. Acts 20:28-32; Titus 2:1).
2. Some will gather to themselves teachers who “tickle the ear” (see Matt. 13:10-17; Mark 4:24).
3. Some shall turn from truth unto fables (false ideas that oppose truth).
4. NOTE this process of wrong attitude, wrong conduct, rejection and apostasy.
D. The summary of Paul’s charge to Timothy, v. 5:
1. Watch (the word means to be alert).
2. Endure affliction.
3. Do the work of an evangelist (Gk, EUANGELISTES, “a messenger of good tidings”; a preacher of the gospel – see Acts 21:8 and Ephesians 4:11).
4. Make full proof of thy ministry (fulfill; bring to completion; finish).
II. PAUL’S EXAMINATION OF HIS LIFE AND WORK, 4:6-8 

A. Paul’s ESTIMATION, v. 6
1. Paul is ready to be offered: the figure is “poured out as a drink offering” (for the illustration Paul uses, compare Genesis 35:4; Exodus 29:40; Numbers 15:1-16; 28:7; Philippians 2:17).
2. The time of Paul’s departure is at hand: his death was impending, and he knew it! 
(cf. Philippians 1:23)
*compare this with PETER: 2 Peter 1:14-14 with John 21:18-19
B. Paul’s EVALUATION:
1. Paul had fought a good fight! (the Christian life is likened unto a battle)
2. Paul had finished the course! (the Christian life is one of perseverance)
3. Paul had kept the faith! (the Christian must keep the faith, the gospel system)
C. Paul’s EXPECTATION:
1. A crown of righteousness! (see 1 Corinthians 9:25; 1 Thessalonians 2:19; James 1:12; 1 Peter 5:4; Rev. 2:10).
2. This crown is to be received from the “righteous Judge” (Acts 17:30-31).

III. PAUL’S ASSOCIATIONS & CLOSING, 4:9-22

A. The list of Paul’s acquaintances and associates, vv. 9-21:
1. TIMOTHY: Paul desires his company (“do thy diligence to come shortly...”).
2. DEMAS: forsook (“deserted”) Paul, having loved this present world (1 Jno. 2:15-17; note, sadly, his former condition in Colossians 4:12-14 and Philemon 24).
3. CRESCENS has gone to Galatia; TITUS has gone to Dalmatia.
4. Only LUKE is with Paul; he wants MARK (Acts 12:12; 13:13; 15:36-39) brought.
5. TYCHICUS (Acts 20:4; Eph. 6:12; Col. 4:7) has been sent to Ephesus.
6. CARPUS is at Troas, and has Paul’s cloak (a very expensive heavy wool garment) and books (scrolls) and parchments (vellum sheets), which he desires Timothy to bring.
7. ALEXANDER did Paul much evil; the Lord will reward him accordingly, and Timothy must beware of him.
8. At Paul’s trial (v. 16), NO MAN stood with him, though THE LORD was with him, strengthened and delivered him.
9. Greet PRISCA & AQUILA (Acts 18:2, 4, 18-19) and the household of ONESIPHOROS (1:17).
10. ERASTUS (Romans 16:23) is at Corinth, while TROPHIMUS (Acts 20:1-6; 21:29) is sick at Miletum.
11. EUBULUS, PUDENS, LINUS, and CLAUDIA send Timothy greetings.
B. Closing, v. 22
