2 TIMOTHY: Introduction & Chapter 1
Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Wednesday Bible Class, November 2006
INTRODUCTION: See the introductory notes of 1 Timothy for the same background material.

DATE: 66 AD

1 Timothy = 63 AD Titus = 65 AD

2 Timothy = 66 AD

TIME OF WRITING: Paul wrote this book during his 2nd Roman Imprisonment.
1. Near the end of Acts, we find Paul under house arrest; his accusers apparently decide not to press charges against him unto Caesar (see Acts 24:1; 28:30-31).

2. Being released, Paul visited Ephesus (where he left Timothy), went on to Macedonia (1 Timothy 1:3), visited Crete (where he left Titus), and went on to Nicopolis in Achaia (southern Greece, see Titus 3:12), and wrote the letter to Titus.

3. He visited Troas (2 Timothy 4:13) when he was again arrested, and underwent his second Roman imprisonment; this time, he was in chains, treated as a criminal (2 Timothy 1:16).

4. From this Roman prison, Paul wrote 2 Timothy, and sometime shortly thereafter, he was put to death (2 Timothy 4:6-8), probably by being beheaded.

THEME:
1. Concern for Timothy and desire for fellowship with him.

2. Expression of needs (for books).
CHAPTER 1
I. SALUTATION, 1:1-2

A. Paul, an apostle, to Timothy, his dearly beloved son. 
B. Grace, mercy, peace.
II. PAUL’S EXPRESSION OF THANKS FOR TIMOTHY, 1:3-7

A. Paul’s thankfulness for Timothy, vv. 3-4

1. He remembered him in prayer.

2. He had a great desire to see him, mindful of his tears (compare Acts 20:37).

B. Paul’s thankfulness for Timothy’s faith, v. 5

1. “Unfeigned” = sincere

2. Timothy’s grandmother and mother.
C. Timothy’s gift, v. 6
1. “gift” = Gk, CHARISMA
2. Timothy’s gift had come by Paul laying hands on him. 

NOTE: There are three uses of “laying on of hands” in the New Testament: 

a. To perform a miracle: Mark 5:23; Acts 9:12, 17; 14:3.
b. To bestow a miraculous gift by the hands of the apostles: Acts 8:14-18; 19:1-7; 2 Timothy 1:6 (cf. Romans 12 and 1 Corinthians 12).
c. To set apart or confirm for some work: Acts 13:2-3; 6:6; 1 Timothy 4:14; 5:17-22 

1 Tim. 4:14: “gift...by prophecy” – by prophetic utterance:
(1) GOD CHOSE TIMOTHY (prophetic utterance)
(2) PAUL BESTOWED UPON HIM A MIRACULOUS GIFT
(3) The PRESBYTERY (body of elders) CONFIRMED Timothy’s choice and work
D. What God has given:
1. Not a spirit of fear: Gk, DEILIA = timidity; cowardly, shameful fear.
2. But a spirit of POWER (effective energy), LOVE, and a SOUND MIND
(Gk, SOPHRONISMOS = secure, self-controlled, disciplined mind; self-control concerning thinking).

III. PAUL’S CALL TO COURAGE, 1:8-12

A. Paul exhorts Timothy to not be ashamed, but to be a partaker of the afflictions of the gospel (suffering for the gospel – see 2 Corinthians 6:4-7).
B. What God has done:
1. Saved us, and called us with a holy calling (2 Thessalonians 2:14).
2. This was according to God’s own purpose in Christ (see Ephesians 1:4; 1 Peter 1:2).
C. What Christ has done:
1. Abolished death: “abolish” = Gk, KATARGEO, “render ineffective, inoperative” 
(see John 11:25-26; 1 Corinthians 15:20-26; Hebrews 2:14-15; 5:7).
2. Brought LIFE and IMMORTALITY to light through the gospel.
D. What Paul has done:
1. He has been appointed a preacher, apostle, teacher.
2. He has suffered (see 2 Corinthians 6:4-10; 11:23-27).
3. He is not ashamed (Rom. 1:16)
4. He is persuaded!
a. Paul knows Whom he has believed (“have believed” = perfect tense, indicating something begun in the past with continuing results in the present).

b. Paul is persuaded that God will keep what he has committed (entrusted, deposited) unto him against that day (that is, in preparation for the day of judgment – see 4:8; 1 Corinthians 3:13).

IV. PAUL’S CALL TO FAITHFULNESS, 1:13-18

A. HOLD!, v. 13: Hold fast (retain) the form (pattern) of sound words.
1. “Form” = Gk, HUPOSTASIS = “pattern, mold, frame, standard”
a. There is a pattern to Christianity! Compare Romans 6:17; Hebrews 8:5.
b. A pattern gives direction, promotes unity, and preserves identity.
c. God’s pattern is His Word, His revelation! (see below)
2. “sound words”= healthy, wholesome words (cf. 2 Timothy 4:3; Titus 1:9,13; 2:1-2) 

B. KEEP!, vv. 14: Keep what has been committed
1. “Keep” = watch, keep, preserve.
2. “that good thing” = the gospel! (compare 1 Timothy 6:20; Galatians 1:6-9).
C. The examples, vv. 15-18
1. Some had turned away from Paul (such as Phygellus and Hermogenes – not a “personal” turning away, but a doctrinal turning away, apostasy – see also 1 Timothy 1:20; 2 Timothy 2:17; 4:10,14).
2. Some had remained faithful (such as Onesiphorous – see 4:19)
