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INTRODUCTION TO ACTS 2: 

1. This chapter has been called the “hub of the Bible” – as a hub is to a wheel, so is this chapter to the rest of the Scripture. 

The Old Testament pointed forward to the events of this chapter; the rest of the New Testament points backward at the events. 

2. Indeed, it is the fulfilling, the culmination of so many of God’s promises! 

a. The baptism of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles – Acts 1:5 

b. Repentance and remission of sins – Luke 24:47 

c. The establishment of the kingdom – Mark 9:1 
d. The beginning of the church – Matthew16:16-19 
I. THE POWER, vv. 1-4 

A. The day = THE JEWISH FEAST OF PENTECOST, v.1 
      (cf. Acts 20:16, 1 Cor. 16:8) 

1. Pentecost was one of the holy days of the Jewish nation, one of the annual feasts, that every Israelite was expected to attend. 

2. It is also called the Feast of Weeks (Exodus 34:22; Deut. 16:10) or the Feast of Harvest (Exodus 23:16) or First fruits (Numbers 28:26). 

3. It served to remind Jews of the giving of the Law, and thanksgiving for the harvest season. 

4. Pentecost was always fifty days after the Sabbath or Passover week 
(Leviticus 23:15-16). 

5. Pentecost always fell on the FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK! 

B. THE BAPTISM WITH THE HOLY GHOST, vv. 2-4

1. What happened?

a. A sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind.

b. It filled all the house where they were sitting.

c. There appeared cloven tongues like as of fire.

d. They were all filled with the Holy Ghost.

e. They began to speak with other tongues.

2. They had been promised the BAPTISM WITH THE HOLY GHOST.

WHO were the “they”? – THE APOSTLES
Acts 1:1 The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, 2Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen: 3To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: 4And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me.  5For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. 6When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? 7And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. 8But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.  9And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. 10And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up,  behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; 11Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. 12Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a sabbath day’s journey. 13And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, where abode both Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James. 14These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren. 15And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples, and said,  (the number of names together were about an hundred and twenty,) 16Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus. 17For he was numbered with us, and had obtained part of this ministry. 18Now this man purchased a field with the reward of iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst asunder in the midst, and all his bowels gushed out. 19And it was known unto all the dwellers at Jerusalem; insomuch as that field is called in their proper tongue, Aceldama, that is to say, The field of blood. 20For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be desolate, and let no man dwell therein: and his bishoprick let another take.  21Wherefore of these men which have companied with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he was taken up from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection. 23And they appointed two, Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias. 24And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men, shew whether of these two thou hast chosen, 25That he may take part of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place. 26And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles. 

Chapter 2 1And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 2And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 3And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 4And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 
THE BAPTISM WITH THE HOLY GHOST
A. WHAT WAS THE PROMISE? 

1. Matthew 3:11-12, John the Baptist says, 

“I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: Whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will BURN up the chaff with unquenchable fire. “ 

a. “Fire” – a reference to judgment! (compare Isaiah 13:1-22, 30; 27-33; 31:9; Jeremiah 15:14; 38:17-18, 23; 43:12-13; Lamentations 2:3-4; Ezekiel 24:9-14; 30:1-5; Hosea 8:14; Joel 2:3, 30; Amos 1:4-14; 2:2,5; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9; Matthew 18:8; 25:41) 

b. “Holy Ghost” – the promise we’ll see fulfilled on Pentecost! 

2. Mark 1:8,  “...he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost “ 

3. Luke 3:16-17, John the Baptist again speaking says, 

“I indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire: Whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and will gather the wheat into his garner; but the chaff he will burn with fire unquenchable.” 

4. John 1:32-33, John the Baptist again says, 

“I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him. And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.” 

5. Luke 24:49, Jesus said, 

“And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.” 

6. Acts 1:4-5, Jesus said, 

“And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. “ 

7. Acts 1:8, Jesus says, 

“But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you...” 

B. WHAT THE BAPTISM WITH THE HOLY GHOST IS NOT:

1. It is NOT anything done by anyone other than Christ – Luke 3:13-17 

2. It is NOT anything that took place before Pentecost – Acts 1:4-5 

3. It is NOT power to perform miracles 

a. Though what happened on Pentecost would be accompanied by power, this power itself is not the baptism with the Holy Ghost. 
b. Note that the Apostles had this power (miraculous power) at a prior time – Luke 10:17-20; Matt. 10:8 

c. Many Old Testament men – Exodus; 2 Kings 1:10; 2:19; 4:1; etc. 

3. It is NOT the power to speak in “tongues” – this was given by the Holy Spirit, not by Christ – see 1 Cor. 12:4-11 

4. It is NOT being “filled” with the Spirit, being “clothed” with the Spirit, etc., for these figures are used of the Spirit prior to Pentecost – see Luke 1:15, 41, 67; Judges 6:34; 1 Chron. 12:18; 2 Chron. 24:20 

C. WHAT THE BAPTISM WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT IS: 

1. It is the “pouring forth” of the Spirit of God -Acts 2:17, 18,33 

2. It is the Holy Spirit “coming upon” the apostles – Acts 1:8 
(recall what Jesus had promised them: John 14:25-26; 16:12-13) 

1. It is the fulfillment of prophecy – Acts 1:17-21 (see Joel 2:28-32) 

2. It signified the beginning – see Acts 11:15 

Beginning of what? Beginning of the Gospel Dispensation; the Church; the Kingdom; the plan of salvation through Christ offered by God to all men!

5. It is verification – validation – confirmation – of what? 

a. That Jesus was the sacrifice for sin – Acts 2:22-28 

b. That Jesus was raised to be King of God’s kingdom – Acts 2:29-32 

c. That Jesus took the throne of God – Acts 2:33 

d. That Jesus as King received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit –Acts 2:33-34 

e. That Jesus truly is Lord and Christ – Acts 2:36 

f. That believers can have life in Jesus Christ – Acts 2:37-47 

Thru the Gospel message, salvation for all men by the blood of Christ, repentance and remission of sin, confirmed unto the Apostles, the New Covenant order, began its effectiveness when the Holy Spirit came upon the Apostles exactly as the Lord had promised. Jesus seated at the right hand of God, inaugurated His kingdom and His order when He fulfilled His promise of pouring forth (baptizing) these Apostles with the Holy Ghost. Thus the pouring  forth of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles signified the beginning of New Testament Christianity!

Remission of sins by Christ’s blood, the beginning of His covenant, the establishment of the kingdom, the beginning of the church, the new dispensation of salvation for all men, Christianity- must have a beginning. The day of Pentecost in Acts 2 IS that beginning, and the baptism with the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles (the Holy Spirit being poured forth upon them) is the Lord’s confirmation of that beginning!
Compare John 16:7-11: 

“Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: Of sin, because they believe not on me; Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. “ 

Note also John 7:37-39: 

“In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water .(But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)” 

Notice from these passages: 

1. Jesus would be glorified (in His death and ascension, see John 12:23-33) 

2. He would go away (where would He go? to the Father). 

3. He would give the Spirit (thats His promise). 

4. The giving of the Spirit (baptizing with the Holy Spirit) would inaugurate His New Covenant, the kingdom of God on earth, and the Apostles would preach this message (exactly as they did on Pentecost). 

Remember that the end in view was preserving the good grain (Luke 3:16-17). Thus the Holy Spirit poured out upon the Apostles was the indication of the beginning of the new nation, the new man, the body of Christ, the kingdom, regenerated out of the dry bones of Judaism (see Isaiah 44:3 with Galatians 3:26-29 & 6:12-16; cf. Matthew 19:28; 1 Corinthians 12:13; John 3:5; Colossians 1:13; Ephesians 2:13-16; Titus 3:5)
II. THOSE PRESENT, vv. 5- 12 

A. Those who were present on this occasion were “Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven.” 

B. Why were they in Jerusalem? To keep the feast of Pentecost 
C. Who were they? vv.9-11 “Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes, Cretes and Arabians... “ 

D. Note their reaction: 

1. “confounded” – “amazed” – “marveled” – asked, “What meaneth this?” 

2. Others mocked saying, “These men are full of new wine.” 

SPEAKING IN TONGUES 

A What were the “tongues” of Acts 2? Notice carefully the text, verses 4-11: 

verse 4:  And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues as         

              the Spirit gave them utterance. 

verse 6:  Now when this was noised abroad the multitude came together, and were confounded, 

               because that every man heard them speak in his own language.

verse 8:  And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born?

verse 11:  ...we do hear them speak in our own tongues the wonderful works of God. 

** “Tongues” were not “gibberish,” but earthly, human languages! 

B. Some other information about “Tongues”: 

1. Why did this happen on the day of Pentecost? Remember who was there: Jews! 

    Now compare 1 Corinthians 1:22 

2. The Bible purpose of speaking in tongues: To confirm the truthfulness of the message preached!   

    Mark 16:17-20; Hebrews 2:3-4; 1 Corinthians 14:22 

3. Tongues were a gift given by the Holy Spirit – 1 Corinthians 12:27-30 

4. The Bible regulates this gift very carefully – 1 Corinthians 14:5-40 

5. The Bible teaches that this gift would cease – 1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13 

C. What about the modern-day “charismatic movement” and their claim to “speak in tongues”? 

1. They have the wrong “definition” of what tongues were. 

2. They misunderstand the people to whom tongues were addressed, and they misunderstand the 
     purpose for which tongues were given. 

3. They ignore completely the Biblical regulations. 

4. They are NOT “speaking in tongues” as in the New Testament 


