 ACTS Chapter 2 

Part Two: verses 14 – 47
Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Wednesday Bible Class, October 2003 

I. PETER’S SERMON, vv. 14-36 

A. Consider the background for Peter’s sermon: Isaiah 2:2-3; Luke 24:46-47 

B. Peter preaches the FULFILLMENT OF PROPHECY, vv. 14-21 

1. Peter denies the charge of drunkenness against the apostles on Pentecost 

2. Peter points to the events as the fulfillment of prophecy: Joel 2:28-32 

C. Peter preaches the FACTS OF THE GOSPEL, vv.22-32 

1. Peter preaches the life of Christ -v. 22 

a. Jesus was a man approved of God. 

b. This approval was by miracles, wonders, and signs.

2. Peter preaches the death of Christ -v. 23 

a. Jesus’ being delivered up was by the counsel and foreknowledge of God, v. 23 

b. By wicked hands, Jesus was crucified and slain.

3. Peter preaches the resurrection of Christ, vv. 24-32 

a. God raised Him up! 

b. This was in fulfillment of what David had said (see Psalm 16:8-11) 

c. Christ was resurrected: His soul was not left in hell (hades) and His flesh did not see corruption. 

d. And, Peter proclaims, we are witnesses of His resurrection! 

*Note: Peter preached the Death, (burial) & Resurrection of Jesus – THE GOSPEL
                        (see 1 Corinthians 15:1-3)

C. Peter preaches the ASCENSION & EXALTATION OF CHRIST, vv.33-36 

1. Jesus is by the right hand of God exalted.

2. Note verses 34-36

“For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The Lord (The Father) said unto my (David) Lord (Jesus), Sit thou on my right hand, Until I make thy foes thy footstool. Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus whom ye crucified, both Lord and Christ.”
*Note that Christ is David’s LORD!

3. Note that Peter preaches JESUS REIGNING! KING! LORD!

THIS IS THE VERIFICATION OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD! 

(1) Matthew 3:2 – (John the Bapt.), Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand 

(2) Mark 9:1 – Verily I say unto you, That there be some of them that stand here, which shall not taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God come with power 

(3) Luke 17:20-21 – The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, Lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you. 

(4) John 18:36 – My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence. 

(5) What is the KINGDOM OF GOD, THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN? IT IS THE REIGN OF GOD IN THE HEARTS OF MEN 

Matthew 6:9-10, ...Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 

(6) The Nature of the Kingdom of God that Jesus promised: 

a. God’s Kingdom is eternal and has always existed. 

b. It would come to earth 

c. Jesus would be King of the kingdom of God. 

d. It is identified with the church -Matthew 16:18-19 
NOW NOTE CAREFULLY: 

1. JESUS WOULD COME IN HIS KINGDOM – Matthew 16:27-28

2. THE KINGDOM WOULD COME IN THEIR LIFETIME – Mark 9:1 

3. THE KINGDOM WOULD COME WITH POWER – Mark 9:1 

4. THE POWER WOULD COME WITH THE SPIRIT – Acts 1:8 

5. THE SPIRIT WOULD COME ON PENTECOST – Acts 1:8 

THE KINGDOM WOULD COME WITH POWER

THE POWER CAME WITH THE SPIRIT

THE SPIRIT CAME ON PENTECOST, thus...

THE SPIRIT, AND THE POWER AND THE KINGDOM CAME ALL AT ONCE ON PENTECOST IN ACTS 2! Jesus reigning as King at the right hand of God is the verification of the fulfillment of these promises!
II. THE RESPONSE TO PETER’S SERMON, vv.37-47 

A. THE GREAT QUESTION v.37 

1. The people were pricked in their heart when they heard what Peter said (compare Romans 10:17; John 6:44-45; John 16:7-11). 

2. They asked, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” 

3. Note the recognition that there was something to “do” 
see Matthew 7:21-23; Hebrews 5:8-9; Romans 6:16-18, Acts 9:6; 10:6; 16:30

B. THE GREAT ANSWER: v. 38-40 

“Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” 

1. They had HEARD THE GOSPEL! 
2. They are obviously BELIEVERS! 

a. John 8:24 

b. Hebrews 11:6 

3. They are told to REPENT! 

a. Luke 13:3 

b. Acts 17:30,31 

4. They are told to BE BAPTIZED FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS! 

a. Mark 16:16 

b. Acts 22:16 

c. Romans 6:3-4 

*Note the phrase “for the remission of sins” 

(1) Compare Matthew 26:28 

(2) Note in Acts 2:38 -two verbs joined together by conjunction “AND” -- Baptism is for the same thing repentance is for: the remission of sins -- Neither alone is for anything; both together are for the remission of sins! 

“for” does not mean “because of” -rather, “in order to” 

*Note also the phrase “in the name of”- it means “by the authority of”
Compare Matthew 10:41; Acts 4:7; Matthew 18:18-10; Colossians 3:17 

5. The promise: “the gift of the Holy Ghost”
a. Possessive case (like “the farm of John Brown”) 

b. Compare “gift of God” (John 4: 10) and “gift of Christ” (Eph. 4:7) 

c. Compare “gift of the grace of God” (Eph. 3:7). 

d. What is the Promise? (v.39) 

(1) See Acts 13:26, 32-33 

(2) See Galatians 3:14, 29 

(3) Compare Acts 2:38 with Acts 3: 19 

It is salvation! Becoming children of God by the sacrifice of Christ! 

C. THE GREAT RESPONSE: vv. 41-47 

1. 3,000 converted – How? “Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.” 

a. They heard the word. 

b. They believed the word. 

c. They obeyed the word. 

2. What they did: verses 42-47 

a. Continued steadfastly in the apostle’s doctrine, fellowship, breaking of bread, prayers. 

b. The apostles did many signs and wonders (see Hebrews 2:3-4) 

c. They were benevolent toward one another, and continued together. 

d. They praised God and had favor with all the people. 

3. What the Lord did: verse 47 “And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.”
NOTE: 

a. Jesus had promised to build His church – Matthew 16:13-18 , 

b. It would be the kingdom – Matthew 16:19 

c. Thus, when the Kingdom came, the church began. 

d. That is exactly what we see happened on Pentecost in Acts 2! 

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF PENTECOST? 
          1. Christ is first preached as the Son of God and the Savior of men. 

          2. The Holy Spirit began His work of conversion through the preaching of the apostles. 

          3. The law of pardon by Christ’s sacrificial death was announced for all men for all time. 

          4. The kingdom of God, the church, is first mentioned as an existing thing. 
