THE BOOK OF ACTS, Introduction & Chapter 1

Teacher: JOHN M. BROWN, Flatwoods church of Christ, Wednesday Bible Class, October 2003 

AUTHOR: Luke (see 1:1 with Luke 1:3) 

1. Luke was a physician (see Colossians 4:14; cf. Philemon 24) 

2. He was an eyewitness of the life of Christ (see Luke 1:2) 

3. He was a companion of Paul (see Acts 16:10-17; 20:5-21:18; 27:1-28:16) 

4. He was with Paul at the time ofPau1’s martyrdom (see 2 Timothy 4:11) 

5. Of course, he wrote two New Testament books: THE GOSPEL & ACTS 

DATE: about 61-62 A.D., from Rome. 

(Note: the book ends with Paul under arrest in Rome; neither the persecution under Nero {64 A.D.}, Paul’s death {68A.D.}, or the destruction of Jerusalem {70 A. D.}, is mentioned in the book – hence, the date of the early 60’s is called for.) 

TIME FRAME: the book of Acts covers a period of about 30 years. 

THEME: 

1. The birth and spread of Christianity; Acts is a history of the early church. 

2. The execution of the Great Commission (there are some 39 different cities mentioned, and some 30 different countries, provinces, and islands). 

3. Bear in mind that this book is a continuation of Luke’s Gospel (see Luke 1:1-3). 

4. Note also: in the Gospel’s, the focus is on the earthly life of Christ, whereas in the book of Acts, the focus shifts to the activities of the church. 

5. The growth of the early church: 

a. 3,000 converted - 2:41 

b. 5,000 converted - 4:4 

c. Multitudes - 4:32; 5:14; 6:1-2, 5, 7; 9:31 

d. Great number - 11:21

e. Much people - 11:24 

f. Great multitude - 14:1; 17:4 

GEOGRAPHICAL OUTLINE OF THE BOOK: (see 1:8) 

1. The Gospel in Jerusalem, 1:1-8:1 

2. The Gospel in Judea and Samaria, 8:2-12:25 

3. The Gospel to the uttermost part of the earth, 13:1-28:31 

PERSONALITY OUTLINE: 

1. PETER, 1:1 - 12:24 

2. PAUL, 12:24 - 28:31 

*Note: the predominant personalities in the first twelve chapters of the book are Peter, Stephen, Philip, James --the later chapters, Paul and his companions 

SOME IMPORTANT “TRANSITIONS” IN THE BOOK: 

1. Historical transition: from the life of Christ, to the actions of the church. 

2. Religious transition; from Judaism to Christianity 

3. Covenantal transition; from the law of Moses to the covenant of Christ 

4. People transition – from Jew to all peoples (Gentiles also) – the  book demonstrates the desire of God to be in covenant relationship with all 

SOME IMPORT ANT LESSONS IN THE BOOK: 

1. The beginning and significance of the church. 

2. The fact that Jesus is the only means of salvation, and God’s plan of salvation demonstrated. 

3. The establishment of the Kingdom. 

4. The work of the Holy Spirit. 

5. The message of the Gospel for all, regardless of race, and the importance of evangelism. 

6. The necessity of boldness and courage in Christian conviction. 

ACTS CHAPTER 1 

I. THE ASCENSION OF JESUS CHRIST, vv. 1-11 

A. Luke’s Introduction vv. 1-3 

1. The former treatise = the Gospel of Luke (see Luke 1:3) 

2. The time from the resurrection to the ascension = 40 days 

3. Jesus spoke of things pertaining to the kingdom of God 

B. Jesus charges the disciples to wait in Jerusalem for the promise, vv. 4-5 

1. John baptized with water; the apostles would be baptized with the Holy Ghost. 

2. Compare Matthew 3:7-12; Mark 1:4-8; Luke 3:15-17; John 1:33; cf. Luke 24:44-49 

C. Question about the Kingdom vv. 6-8 (note the question is one of timing!) 

1. The kingdom (see also Matthew 3:2; 16:27-28; Mark 9:1; Luke 7:20-21; John 18:33-36) 

a. What is the KINGDOM OF GOD? IT IS THE REIGN OF GOD IN THE HEARTS OF MEN – see Matthew 6:9 

b. God’s Kingdom is eternal, and has always existed (in Heaven) – see Psalm 10:16; 11:4; 16:8-11; 22:28; 29:10-11; 45:6; 74:12; 89; 93:1-2; 97; 103:19; 145:1-21; 2 Samuel 7; Daniel 2 

c. The Nature of the Kingdom of God that Jesus promised: 

(1) God’s Kingdom is eternal, has always existed, and it would come to earth 

(2) Jesus would be King of the kingdom of God. 

2. Witnesses --they would be witness of Jesus in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, unto the uttermost Part of the earth. 
D. The ASCENSION of Jesus, vv. 9-10 

1. Jesus was taken up out of their sight. 

a. The prophets had foretold the ascension of the Messiah – see Psalm 68:18 (quoted by Paul in Ephesians 4:8). 

b. Jesus had predicted His ascension also – see John 16: 16 

c. The New Testament declares the fact of it – see Mark 16:19; Luke 24:51; 1 Timothy 3:16 

QUESTION: WHY DID JESUS ASCEND TO HEAVEN? 

1) To sit at the right hand of God – Mark 16:19; Colossians 3:1; Hebrews 1:3 

2) To reign as King of the kingdom of God -Acts 2:29-36; 1 Timothy 6:15; Revelation 17:14; 19:11-16 

3) To be glorified – Ephesians 1: 18-23; Philippians 2:9-11 

4) To make intercession for us – 1 Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 7:25; 9:24; 10:10, 12; Rom. 8:34 

2. The promise of the Lord’s return – v. 11 

See also 1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18,” 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9; Hebrews 9:27-28 

II. THE CHOOSING OF ANOTHER APOSTLE, vv. 12-26 

A. The disciples return to Jerusalem, vv.12-14 

B. Peter speaks, vv. 15-22 

1. Judas, the betrayer, is dead – see Matthew 27:3-10 

2. Peter relates that what happened to Judas was in fulfillment of what David had said (see Psalm 41:9) 

3. Peter also reminds them that another would take Judas’ office (see Psalm 69:25; 109:8) 

4. The qualification: “a witness with us of his resurrection” 

C. Matthias is chosen, vv. 23-26 

