
CHRISTIAN EVIDENCES Lesson 1
The Question of Truth

Teacher: John M Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class 

I. AN INTRODUCTION TO CHRISTIAN EVIDENCES 
A. Is Christianity reasonable? Logical? Verifiable? 

1. Christianity is an historical religion based on historic facts (in contrast to mythology, superstition, supposition, tradition, etc.) 

2. Consider the virgin birth, the death of Christ, the resurrection of Christ, the miracles of the Bible, etc. -did these events actually occur or not? 

3. Is it right to test, check, evaluate, prove? YES! See John 7:16-17; Acts 17:11; 1 John 4:1 

4. There are several ways to KNOW or ASCERTAIN something: 

a. The human senses (feeling, seeing, hearing, smelling); 

b. Verification by accepted standards (study, research, testing; 

c. Eyewitness and testimony (facts brought to us by the observations of others);
d. Memory (there are things about which we are sure because of memory);
e. Intuition, reasoning, and logic (the process by which the mind of man evaluates information and reaches certain correct conclusions).
B. Contemporary concerns: 

1. What is relativism? The belief that there is no such thing as absolute truth; that “truth” is only what each individual perceives it to be. 

a. Is truth relative? 

b. If someone were to say, “There is no such thing as absolute truth,” then we could ask, “Is that statement absolutely true?” – There is a contradiction here! 

2. What is agnosticism? The belief the one cannot whether there is a God or not. 

3. What is atheism? The belief that there is no God,” the atheist cannot know that there is no God; he must believe that” Unless one had all knowledge or was everywhere present, he couldn’t possibly know that God doesn’t exist” 
4. What is skepticism? The belief that all things held to be true are questionable or doubtful;  that nothing can be absolutely known for sure;  thus all religious beliefs are unsure; nothing is certain. 
5. What is pantheism? The belief that God is in all, and all is God; God is the world; and the material world is but an illusion; man’s true self is God; this is the view of the New Age Movement, as well as certain forms of Hinduism and Zen Buddhism. 
6. What is theism? The belief that God is an eternal, personal being, really existent; that the world is a created reality; that absolute truth exists and can be known; that there are moral standards determined by the laws of the Creator to which man is subject. 
7. What is subjectivism? The belief that all knowledge is subjective and relative, not absolute or objective.

8. What is a “world view”? The philosophical system or thought process by which man views the world, himself, his fellows, his life, and ultimately, God. 

II. CHRISTIANITY AND OBJECTIVE TRUTH: 

A. The Bible and truth: 

1. Does the Bible teach that there is such a thing as absolute truth? YES! 

a. Psalm 100:5 

b. Ephesians 4:15 

c. Philippians 4:8 

d. Colossians 2:3-8 

e. John 14:6 

2. Can truth be known? YES! 

a. Proverbs 22:17-21 

b. John 8:31-32 

c. 2 Peter 1:12 

3. What can we KNOW? 

a. That our Redeemer lives: Job 19:25 

b. That God is: Psalm 46:10 

c. That Christ’s doctrine is of the Father: John 7:17 

d. That Christ loves us: Ephesians 3: 19 

e. And many, many other things! 

4. Should we have knowledge of the things of God? YES! 

a. Habakkuk 2:14 

b. Ephesians 4:17-18 
c. Colossians 2:3 
d. 2 Peter 1:5 

e. 2 Peter 3:18 

B. Notice how “KNOW” and “BELIEF” are used together: 

1. John 8:24, 28 

2. John 10:37-38 

3. John 17:21-23 

