
CHRISTIAN EVIDENCES Lesson 2

Is Christianity Verifiable?

Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class 

I. IS CHRISTIANITY VERIFIABLE? 

A. Do we have evidence that what we believe as Christians is true? That the Bible is an accurate record? 

B. Consider the importance and certainty of EYEWITNESSES: 

1. Luke 1:1-4 

a. “ declaration” = “a narrative; an account with fullness of detail” 

b. “of those things” – actual events, happenings; actual things that have taken place. 

c. “most surely believed among us” – referring to events and happenings that have already taken place, that are completed; accomplished facts 

d. “eyewitness, and ministers of the word” – the things about which Luke writes are things which had actually happened and were authoritatively witnessed. 

e. “having had perfect understanding” – Luke affirms his accurate knowledge of these matters – the idea here in the original language involves a careful, investigative research process in which Luke had engaged to have a complete, true understanding of the life of Christ, about which he writes. 

f. “write unto thee in order” – Luke wrote an orderly account of that which he had investigated and found true. 

g. “that thou mightest know” – from Gk, EPIGINOSKO, which means “to know exactly, thoroughly, completely.” 

h. “the certainty” – from Gk, ASPHALEIA, which referred to that which was secure and sure – comes from a technical legal term referring to a convincing argument. 

i. “instructed” - taught 

2. Acts 1:1-3 

3. Acts 10:39-42 

4. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 

5. 1 Peter 5:1 

6. 2 Peter 1:16-18 

7. 1 John 1:1-4 

8. OTHER WITNESSES: Acts 2:22; Acts 26:24-28; etc. 

C. The use of APOLOGETICS: 

1. 1 Peter 3:15 

a. “answer” = Gk, APOLOGIA, “a verbal defense; a speech in defense; a defense of conduct and procedure” 
b. Same word is used in Acts 22:1; 25:16; 1 Corinthians 9:3; 2 Corinthians 7:11; Philippians 1:7, 17; 2 Timothy 4:16 

c. It is RIGHT, it is REQUIRED, that we make a defense! (compare Acts 6:9-10; 7; 19:33; 22:1). 

2. Hebrews 11:1 

a. “substance” = GK, HUPOSTASIS, “confidence; assurance” 

“evidence” = Gk, ELEGMOS, “a proving; proof; test; conviction” 
(the verb form of this word carries the idea of “giving evidence in the matter; supplying proof; making inquiry and stating facts; showing, exhibiting, bringing into view). 

b. Thus FAITH is the ASSURANCE we have concerning that for which we hope, and the PROOF we have concerning that which is not seen with the naked eye. 

3. 1 Thessalonians 5:21, “prove” = “to test; to examine, scrutinize, approve as worthy” 

4. 1 John 4:1, “try” = same as the word above (Gk, DOKIMAZO) 

5. We use our minds, evidence, reasoning and logic to arrive at the proper conclusions (see Acts 17:2-3; 26:22, 24, 25, 27). 

EVIDENCE                                                                        
FAITH
FACTS -FAITH -FEELING
D. Man CAN know that there is a God, and about God! 

1. Psalm 19:1-6 

2. Acts 14:17 

3. Romans 1:20 

4. Hebrews 3:4 

E. True Christian faith is not guess, speculation, mythology, opinion, superstition, tradition, supposition, or sentiment – but it is our belief concerning knowledge we have of factual matters. 
II. WHY IS THERE UNBELIEF? 

A. Ignorance: Romans 1:18-23; Matthew 22:29 

B. Pride: John 5:40-44 

C. Moral problems: John 3:19-20 

D. Will / bias: John 7:17; Revelation 22:17 

E. Parents / upbringing: Romans 14:7 

F. Educational/social influences. 

G. Humanistic materialism / intellectual arrogance: 1 Corinthians 1:19-21; 26-27 

III. WHY STUDY CHRISTIAN EVIDENCES? 

A. To have personal assurance! 

1. Thessalonians 5:21 

2. Colossians 1:9-10 

B. To be able to defend the faith! 

1. Philippians 1:17 

2. 1 Peter 3:15 

3. Jude 3 

C. To convert the lost: the ultimate goal of studying these matters is to be able to convince others (skeptics, unbelievers, the unknowing, even atheists) of the truthfulness of Christianity that they would render obedience to the gospel of Christ!  2 Corinthians 5:17 

CONCLUSION: The purpose of defending Christianity (Philippians 1:17; et al.) is showing the truthfulness of it that men might believe -to convince unbelievers, doubters, skeptics, even agnostics or atheists, that there is a God, Jesus is His Son, the Bible is His Word, that these who are so convinced will submit themselves to God’s will that they might be saved. The enemy is UNBELIEF, not UNBELIEVERS (like insulin is against diabetes, not diabetics). “Truth is mighty and will prevail, when championed by her lovers.” The need for this kind of study has never been more acute, for more and more in Western society are casting aside the basic tenets of Christianity; that which has been accepted ~ former times is often ridiculed and shunned in our time. But we need to let the world know the case for Christianity, and the case for faith, is as strong as ever. We invite all who will to examine Christianity, and see that it is true, right, and ultimately soul-saving! 


