CHRISTIAN EVIDENCES: Lesson 4

Why We Believe the Bible is the Word of God 

Teacher: John M Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class 

INTRODUCTION: 

A. There are many religious books in the world -all religions have a “book” which guides them, upon which they rely --Then there is the Bible! It is here: How did it get here? Who wrote it? 

B. We’ll examine evidence for Bible being Word of God – First, consider the REASONABLENESS OF BELIEVING GOD HAS GIVEN MAN A DIVINE WRlTTEN REVELATION: 

1. IT IS POSSIBLE – if we begin with the premise there is a God, we are forced as well to conclude it is possible for that God to make Himself known to man. 

2. IT IS PROBABLE – granting the goodness and wisdom of God, it is probable to think He would want to communicate with man. 

3. IT IS CREDIBLE – granted that special Divine revelation is possible and probable, it is credible to then believe that one has in fact been given. 

4. IT IS NECESSARY – the imperfections and limitations of man’s wisdom call for the perfect light of Divine revelation 

5. IT IS SUPERIOR – a written revelation has advantages over a direct, immediate revelation to each person: 

a) No interfering with freedom of will, forcing message from God upon those not desiring to receive such; 

b) Doesn’t have to be repeated to each and every person; 

c) Doesn’t open the way for contradiction and imposture -it’s an objective test. 

d) Written revelation is fair, impartial, certain, permanent, objective. 

Consider the evidence that THE BIBLE is that written revelation of God to man! 

I. DIRECT EVIDENCE FOR THE BIBLE’S INSPIRATION 

A. THE CLAIMS OF THE BIBLE ITSELF -The Bible claims to be the word of God 

1. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 & 2 Peter 1:20-21 

(over 2,000 times Bible claims to be Word of God!) 

2. THE MEANING OF “INSPIRATION”? 

a. Gk, THEOPNESTOS = “God-breathed” (2 Tim. 3:16) 

INSPIRATION is the special Divine influence upon the minds of Scripture writers rendering what they write an infallible communication of Divine truth in human language. 

b. 2 Pet 1:21 Gk verb for “moved” lit, “to be moved upon; to be borne along as by a strong current or mighty influence” 

(1) The verb form is passive participle, distinctly teaching that Scripture was not written by mere suggestion or understanding of man, but by the Holy Spirit -these “holy men” weren’t acting, they were being acted upon! 

(2) Thus, holy men of God; by infusion of the breath of God; wrote in obedience to the Divine command of God, and recorded infallibly the Divine truths of God 

3. THE EXTENT OF INSPIRATION 

a. Is “inspiration” just ideas or concepts, or the very words and language of God? Does the Bible contain the Word of God, or is it the very Word? 

b. 1 Cor. 2:9-13 (READ) 

c. For accuracy, authority, inspiration, there is no such thing as inspired thoughts apart from inspired words: language is the extension of thought -thoughts are, and must be, conveyed by accuracy of language, as language is the embodiment & vehicle of thought. 

4. A WORD ABOUT “CANON” 
a. CANON = 66 books of O. T. & N .T./ “Canonicity” refers to particular book and means the right to place that book in the whole volume. 

b. “Canon” Gk, KANON = “reed or measuring rod; rule of life and doctrine “ 

c. The very concept of “canon” necessitates the Bible as a rule or authority. 

B. THE CLAIMS OF JESUS CHRIST 

1. Jesus believed the Scriptures to be the Word of God. 

2. Matt. 4- “It is written” (quoting Deut. 8:3; 6:16; 10:20) 

3. John 10:35 ...and the scripture cannot be broken 

4. Many times Jesus quoted from O. T. – as Word of God. 

5. One can’t accept Jesus as Lord and reject what He said about the inspiration, infallibility, and authority of Scripture! 

6. Did Jesus lie? Was He deceived? – One capable of deception or guilty of fabrication is not Lord of all! 

C. THE CLAIMS OF CHRIST’S APOSTLES 

1. Galatians 1:11-12 

2. 1 Corinthians 14:37 

3. Ephesians 3:3-5 

4. 2 Peter 3:16 

5. Romans 3:2 & 1 Peter 4:11 

6. Either these men told the truth or they did not! 

D. THE CLAIMS OF OTHERS IN THE BIBLE: For example, consider the Old Testament writers who claimed to be speaking forth the Word of God: 

a. Moses – Ex. 20:22; 24:3-4           

b. Joshua – Josh  1:1
c. Samuel – 1 Sam. 3:4-14                

d. David – 2 Sam. 23:1-2                 

e. Isaiah – Isaiah 51:16                       

f. Jeremiah – Jeremiah 1:9               

g. Ezekiel – Ezekiel 2:2; 3:27           

h. Daniel – Daniel 9:20-22               

i. Hosea – Hosea 1:1                       

j. Joel – Joel 1:1                              

k. Amos – Amos 1:1-3
l. Obadiah – Obadiah 1:1
m. Jonah – Jonah 1:1
n. Micah – Micah 1:1
o. Nahum – Nahum 1:1
p. Habakkuk – Habakkuk 1: 1
q. Zephaniah – Zephaniah 1:1 
r. Haggai – Haggai 1:3
s. Zechariah – Zechariah 1:1-3
t. Malachi – Malachi 1:1
II. INDIRECT EVIDENCE FOR THE BIBLE’S INSPIRATION 

A. THE EVIDENCE OF FULFILLED PROPHECY (the writing of history before it happens) 

1. Every religion has a book; but the Bible is only book with detailed prophecies --Why? Because the authors of mere human books knew that if they put a word of prophecy in their writings, and it failed, their book would be discredited. 

2. But the Bible boldly tells what would happen to cities, nations, individuals hundreds, even thousands, of years before -WHO could write a Book like this? ONLY GOD! 

3. Consider PROPHECIES CONCERNING CHRIST alone (His birth, lineage, poverty, miracles, betrayal, smiting, death, resurrection)... 

B. THE EVIDENCE OF SCIENTIFIC ACCURACY 

1. The Bible is not a science textbook (that is not its purpose); however, what it says about scientific matters is accurate -in fact, it is “ahead of its time” 

2. There are scientific truths undiscovered by men that were previously recorded -SOME EXAMPLES 

a. The suspension of the earth in space – Job 26:7 

b. The earth being round – Isaiah 40:22; Luke 17:26 

c. All nations of one blood – Acts 17:26 

d. Life in the blood – Leviticus 17:10-16 

e. The process of rain, evaporation, and condensation – Eccl. 1:72 

3. The point: The Bible spoke of things centuries before man knew them! How – with such exact accuracy, unless there was an intelligence greater than man behind them?
C. THE EVIDENCE OF MORAL TEACHING AND INFLUENCE 

1. Where Bible’s influence felt, man’s moral standing has been lifted -The Bible’s influence on this world has been phenomenal! 

a. The Bible has made better husbands, wives, children, neighbors, citizens --these have been produced where the Bible has been taught and practiced --Has any Book influenced this world like the Bible? 

b. No one has been made worse by truly following its teachings -but millions have been lifted from misery, despair, hopelessness, greed, hatred 

2. What other book has turned a hovel into a home? alcohol into shoes? drugs into groceries? thieves into laborers? liars into honest men? 

a. What book can wrest the human soul from brink of Hell, and transport it to the bliss of heaven? 

b. The Bible makes the proud humble, the poor aware of riches in Christ, and turns hater into lover of men. 

D. THE EVIDENCE OF INDESTRUCTIBILITY 

1. The Bible has existed for thousands of years ~ yet it is never obsolete and it is still read, studied, practiced, loved. 

2. No book has stood the test of time like the Bible -critics have come and gone, have poured over it in microscopic detail in efforts to destroy it, BUT THERE IT STANDS. 
3. No other book has survived the centuries unaltered like the Bible -the fact of its existence is evidence of its divinity, for it has survived empires, kingdoms, wars, dark ages, renaissance, modernism, and skepticism. 
4. Why? The Bible cannot be destroyed! 

a. Matt. 24:35 & 1 Peter 1:24-25 

b. There is one thing upon which death and decay cannot lay its rottening finger: the living, breathing, penetrating, vitalizing, incorruptible WORD OF GOD (Hebrews 4:12) 

E. THE EVIDENCE OF THE WONDER OF THE BIBLE 

1. The wonder of its FORMATION: It was written by different people of different cultures in different times, yet it all comes together to form one theme 

2. The wonder of its UNIFICATION: It is a library of 66 books, yet it is one book; it has many authors, yet has One Author! 

3. The wonder of its AGE: It is a most ancient books, yet as fresh and relevant today as when it was written (you never have to worry about the Bible catching up with modern man -just opposite ) 

The Bible is old, but not obsolete – the alphabet is old, but not obsolete! 
4. The wonder of its INTEREST: It is the only Book appealing to all classes and ages of man – it is read by PhD’s & children, loved in America and Japan, it is authoritative to white and black. 

5. The wonder of its LANGUAGE: It was largely written by uneducated men, yet it is a literary masterpiece 

F. THE EVIDENCE OF ITS EXISTENCE 

1. That the Bible is here, no one can deny -But, How did it get here ? Who wrote it? To deny God as its Author means one must explain its existence and teaching in some other way. 

2. But WHO could have written the Bible, if not God? 

a. Not an ATHEIST – for it’s foundational premise is God 

b. Not a SINNER – for it condemns sin and vice and moral decay 

c. Not an UNINSPIRED MAN – why has man not ever written anything else as good or better? Man has advanced in every other way, but why not in his ability to do this, if man alone is its author? 

d. NO! A survey of its contents points to its Author: GOD! 

CONCLUSION: 

A. Examine the Bible: Its claims! The proofs for its inspiration! The evidence! And you’ll be driven to the conclusion that it is indeed the living Word of the living God. 

B. In this one Book, we have a volume that contains the mind of God, the state of man, the way of salvation, the doom of sinners, and the happiness of believers. 

C. Its doctrines are holy, its precepts are binding, its history is true, it decisions are immutable --Read it to be wise; believe it to be safe; practice it to be holy. 

D. THIS IS THE WORD OF GOD! 

