CHRISTIAN EVIDENCES: Lesson 6

Did Jesus Really Rise From the Dead?

Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class 

INTRODUCTION: The resurrection of Christ bodily, literally, from the dead is the verification of Christianity: on it, Christianity stands or falls and is true or false (see 1 Corinthians 15:12-19). The resurrection is the proof that Jesus is God’s Son (Romans 1:4). And the resurrection is powerful (Philippians 3:10). Consider some important facts about Christ’s resurrection: 

I. CHRISTIANITY IS THE ONLY WORLD RELIGION CLAIMING A RESURRECTION FOR ITS FOUNDER 

A. No other world religion makes this claim; none invites men and women to behold an empty tomb. 

B. All four gospels relate: 

1. That Jesus died, was wrapped in a cloth, and was put into a tomb. 

2. That a stone was rolled in from of the tomb, and a Roman seal was put on it to prevent anyone from stealing His body (why would the officials want it sealed?). 

3. Roman guards were put in front of the entrance. 

4. The women came to anoint His body (not knowing the tomb had been closed and sealed), and they found the tomb empty.

II. JESUS SAID HE WOULD RISE FROM THE DEAD 

A. Jesus predicted over and over that He would rise from the dead: 

1. Matthew 12:38-40; 16:21; 17:9, 22-23; 20:18-19; 26:32; 27:63 

2. Mark 8:31-9:1; 9:10, 31; 10:32-34; 14:28, 58 

3. Luke 9:22-27 

4. John 2:18-22; 10:18; 12:34; cc. 14-16 

B. If the resurrection came to pass (as Jesus predicted), that verifies everything else He said! 

1. If Jesus really rose, atheism is false, there is a God, and the Bible is true. 

2. If Jesus really rose, He is the Son of God and the only way to the Father (John 14:6). 

3. If Jesus really rose, all His claims are vindicated and Christianity is true! 

III. THERE WERE EYEWITNESS OF THE RISEN LORD 

A. Study carefully Luke 1:1-4

B. Jesus’ appearances: 

1. To Mary Magdalene at the tomb: Mark 16:9; John 20:11-18 

2. To the women on the road: Matthew 28:9-10 

3. To the disciples on the road to Emmaus: Luke 24:13-32 

4. To Peter: Luke 24:34 

5. To ten of the eleven apostles: Mark 16:14; Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-25 

6. To the eleven apostles (including Thomas) eight days later: John 20:26-31 

7. To seven disciples by the shore of the Sea of Galilee: John 21:1-25 

8. To more than five hundred: 1 Corinthians 15:6; Matthew 28:16-17 

9. To James: 1 Corinthians 15:7 

10. To the apostles when He ascended: Acts 1:3-11 

11. To Paul: Acts 9; 1 Corinthians 15:8 

12. To Stephen: Acts 7:55 

13. To Paul in the temple: Acts 22:17-21; 23:11 

14. To John on the isle of Patmos: Revelation 1:10-19 

IV. THERE WAS NO REFUTATION OF THE CLAIM 

A. In the very city where these events occurred, Peter proclaimed the resurrection: Acts 2 

B. But when the resurrection was proclaimed, there was no refutation of it! 

1. Some didn’t believe, others mocked, but none could produce evidence that it wasn’t true! 

2. See Acts 3:4, 15, 26; 4:10; 5:30; 10:39-41; 13:39-39; 17:30-31; 25:19; 26:22-28

V. THERE IS NO OTHER SATISFACTORY EXPLANATION  

A. SOME DENY THE LORD REALLY DIED 

1. They say He went into a “swoon,” then later resuscitated and rolled the stone away. 

2. But this is not reasonable: 

a. He had undergone a Roman scourging (which many victims didn’t survive). 

b. He had nails driven into His hands and feet, and a spear thrust into His side. 

c. The great strength that would have been necessary to roll the stone away, Jesus wouldn’t have had even had He survived the crucifixion. 

d. How could one (humanly speaking) roll a 11/2 to 2 ton stone uphill? 

B. SOME THINK JESUS’ DISCIPLES SAW ONLY A VISION, NOT REALLY JESUS.

1. Of all people, they would have been the most difficult to deceive. 
2. They had been with Him 31/2 years and had seen Him raise the dead. 

3. They were not even expecting Him to rise from the dead (see John 2:19-22) and at first doubted, so they wouldn’t have been easily susceptible to visions or imaginations. 

C. SOME SAY SOMEONE STOLE THE LORD’S BODY 

1. What conceivable motive would anyone have, for if someone (Jesus’ enemies, for example) had whisked away His body, it would make appear the very thing they didn’t want to happen had actually occurred. 

2. On Pentecost, Peter declared Jesus risen from the dead – in the very city less than two months removed from the event -and no one challenged Peter’s statement. 

4. If Jesus had gone to Babylon or Egypt, waited 15 years, and then showed Himself to strangers, this would have aroused suspicion – but that’s not the way it happened! 

5. Who would have had the courage to remove the Roman seal under penalty of death? 

6. If someone had stolen Jesus’ body, and laid it at the feet of the apostles while they were preaching, Christianity would have been stamped out – but this never happened! 

D. SOME SAY THE DISCIPLES STOLE THE LORD’S BODY 

1. This is the first of all false alleged answers to the empty tomb (see Matthew 28:12-15). 

a. Guards were hired to life and say they had fallen asleep. 

b. But it’s not reasonable that under penalty of death they would all go to sleep at the same time. 

c. And why would they not have been awakened? 

d. If they were asleep, how would they know the disciples came and stole the body? 

2. And what would have motivated the apostles? 

a. They said they were witnesses and preached until their dying day the risen Lord. 

b. If they knew what they were saying was a lie, why would they suffer imprisonment, persecution, and death for a falsehood? 

c. If the disciples stole Jesus’ body, it means they were deliberate deceivers. d. Consider the conversion of Paul as evidence of Jesus’ resurrection! 

E. SOME SAY THE WOMEN WENT TO THE WRONG TOMB 

1. But they had taken great note of where Jesus was buried (see Matthew 27:61; Mark 15:47) and told others of Jesus’ resurrection (John 20:2-8). 

2. An angel announced what happened (Matthew 28:6) – was the angel at the wrong tomb also, and mistaken? 

3. The women went to the wrong tomb, so did the disciples, the Romans, and the Jews. 

VI. JESUS’ RESURRECTION IS OUR HOPE 

A. Read John 11:14-44 and Corinthians 15:20-26 and 50-58 

B. If Jesus didn’t rise from the dead, neither will we – the consequence of rejecting the resurrection is utter hopelessness eternally! 

1. Baptism, the Lord’s Supper, and the prospect of Jesus’ return are all dependent on Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. 

2. We can confidently affirm the FACT of the risen Lord! 

