CHRISTIAN EVIDENCES: Lesson 8

Creation

Teacher: John M Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class 

INTRODUCTION: There has been tension over the last few decades regarding “Creation vs. Evolution.” It has even become a political issue in many places. Some have come to ridicule what the Bible says about creation, and others perceive the Biblical account as mythology. To some, evolution is regarded as established fact. 

            While we will not go into great detail concerning these matters (many, many long books have been written addressing these great details!), let us note these facts: 1) evolution is a theory (and there are many reputable, credible scientists who do not believe it!); and 2) the creation account in the Bible is written as an actual, literal event (happening), not as mythology, and there are many reputable, credible scientists and others who do believe this! 

            If the Bible is the inspired, infallible Word of God, we have no reason to doubt the accuracy of what it says concerning creation – why would we? 

            Don’t let anyone try to convince you that evolution as an explanation for origins is a proven fact (it isn’t) or that all who are “scientific” or “educated” deny the Genesis account of creation (they don’t -many brilliant, knowledgeable, and highly skilled scientists uphold the literal account of creation as found in the Bible!). 

            So, concerning what the Bible teaches about origins, note the following: 

I. THE BIBLE AFFIRMS GOD AS CREATOR 

A. THE CREATION: Genesis 1:1-2ff; 2:1ff.; 5:1-2 

B. The Bible’s affirmation that God created all: Exodus 20:11; 2 Kings 19:5; 1 Chronicles 16:26; Nehemiah 9:8-9; Job 10:3; 8-12; 12:7-9; 26:7-13; 28:23-26; 37:16-18; 38:4, 7-10; Psalms 8:3; 19:1; 24:1-2; 33:6-9; 74:16-17; 89:11-12; 95:4-6; 100:3; 102:25; 104:2-3, 5-6, 24, 30-31; 119:90- 91; 121:2; 124:8; 136:5-9; 139:13; 146:5-6; 148:5-6; Proverbs 8:26-29; 20:12; 22:2; 30:4; Ecclesiastes 3:11; 7:29; 11:5; Isaiah 40:12, 26-28; 42:5; 43:1, 7, 15; 44:2, 24; 45:12, 18, 48:13; 51:13;64:8; Jeremiah 10:12; 27:5; 31:35; 32:17; 33:2; 51:15-16; Amos 4:13; 5:8; 9:6; Zechariah 12:1; Malachi 2:10; Mark 13:19; Acts 4:24; 14:15; 17:24-26; Romans 1:20; 5:12-14; Hebrews 3:4; 11:3; 1 Peter 4:19; Revelation 4:11; 10:6; 14:7 

II. JESUS AFFIRMED GOD AS CREATOR 

A. Matthew 19:4-6 

B. Mark 10:6-10 

C. In fact, Jesus was involved in creation! Ephesians 3:9; Colossians 1:16-17; Hebrews 1:1-3 
III. THE BIBLE AFFIRMS A COMPLETED CREATION 

A. The Bible affirms that what God made was “good”: Genesis 1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25 

B. Adam was created as a full-grown man: Hebrews 4:3 

C. Then God’s law of reproduction was begun: Genesis 1:11-25 

IV. THE BIBLE AFFIRMS A CREATION PERIOD OF SIX DAYS 

A. “Evening and morning” =  “day” 

1. From the Hebrew word “YOM,” it refers to a literal, 24-hour day. 

2. These “days” were not long epochs of time; that just doesn’t fit what is said! 

B. The Bible here defines “day” -”evening and morning.” 

1. Thus it is a 24-hour day, even as we know it today. 

2. All efforts to “explain away” a day (as given here) are simply efforts to compromise the plain and obvious Bible account of creation with currently held evolutionary theories. 

V. THE ONLY POSSIBILITIES FOR LIFE: 

A. LIFE HAS ALWAYS BEEN HERE 

(But this is denied by the Second Law of Thermodynamics, also known as the Law of Energy Decay, which states that every system, left to its own devices, tends to move from order to disorder; things degenerate, which is known as the Law of increasing Entropy). 

B. LIFE CAME FROM NOTHING NATURALLY (ACCIDENTLY) 

(But this is denied by the First Law of Thermodynamics, the very foundation of science, which states that energy can be converted from one form to another, but it cannot be either created or destroyed; this Law of Energy Conservation states that something cannot come from nothing). 

C. LIFE CAME FROM NOTHING SUPERNATURALLY
(That is, life was created from nothing by an Eternal Life Source supernaturally- God, the Creator!). 

D. LIFE IS NOT HERE; ALL IS JUST AN ILLUSION. 

VI. WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES: Genesis 1:1-2 

A. WORD STUDIES: 

1. “GOD” = Hebrew, ELOHIM (a plural noun) 

2. “CREATED” = Hebrews, BARA (“to make; to form”) 

3. “THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH” = i.e., the physical universe 

B. Notice the implications of these two verses 

1. Regarding SCIENCE: some say the Bible is unscientific -not so! The five basic elements of science are included here: 

a. TIME: “in the beginning” 

b. FORCE / ENERGY: “God” 

c. MOTION: “created” 

d. SPACE: “the heaven” 

e. MATTER: “the earth” 

2. Regarding ATHEISM: “God” 

3. Regarding EVOLUTION: “created” 

4. Regarding the GODHEAD: “Elohim” is a plural noun indicating that all persons in the Godhead -Father, Son, and Holy Spirit -were involved in creation (see also Genesis 1:26; Colossians 1:15-17; Hebrews 1:2). 

FOR FURTHER STUDY 

       I want to strongly recommend you check out our church library for further information. We have many excellent books that discuss every aspect of this issue in much greater detail than presented here, and you can literally study this matter out to whatever length you desire to go. Every argument that has been advanced against the Genesis account of creation can be, and has been, plainly and rationally answered by those trained in the sciences who are also Bible believers! The Biblical account of creation beautifully fits the facts of science and the demands of evidence. Never feel awkward about defending your belief in God as Creator: that belief is Biblical, historical, reasonable, defensible, and true! 

