1 & 2 CHRONICLES

OUTLINE

Teacher: Jerry D. Sturgill, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, May 2007
INTRODUCTION: In the Hebrew Bible, the books of 1 & 2 Chronicles, like the books of Samuel and Kings, were originally one book and bear the title “the words of the days”. 

Chronicles also address the same historical period as Samuel and Kings.

AUTHOR: Tradition assigns Ezra as the author.

PURPOSE: In order to provide the proper historical background for the restored Jewish state, the author stressed the nation’s heritage and unbroken connection with the patriarchs and the Davidic promise. 

Much space is given to the building of the temple, and from their history, a lesson and reminder that departure from the Word of God brings apostasy and inevitable punishment.
DATE WRITTEN: about 450 B. C.

1 CHRONICLES

I. GENELOGICAL MATERIAL, chapters 1-9
II. THE RULE OF DAVID, chapters 10-29.

A. The death of Saul, chapter 10.

B. The capture of Jerusalem, chapters 11-12.

C. The return of the Ark, chapters 13-16.

D. The promise to the Davidic line, chapter 17.

E. The conquests of David, chapters 18-20.

F. Census, the Temple, & orders of priests, chapters 21-27.

G. The death of David, chapters 28-29.

2 CHRONICLES

I. THE REIGN OF SOLOMON; 40 YEARS, chapters 1-9

A. The beginning of his reign, chapter 1

B. Building of the temple, chapters 2-5:1

C. Dedication of the temple, chapters 5:2-7:10

D. Solomon’s prosperity & fame, chapters 8-9

II. THE DIVISION OF THE KINGDOM, chapters 10-11:4.

III. THE KINGS OF JUDAH – REHOBOAM TO CAPTIVITY, chapters 11:5-36:16.

A. Decline & apostasy, chapters 11:5-16:14

B. Restoration under Jehoshaphat; 25 years, chapters 17-20

C. Decline & apostasy, chapters 21-23

D. Restoration under Joash; 40 years, chapters 24-27

E. Decline & apostasy, chapters 25-28

F. Restoration under Hezekiah; 29 years, chapters 29-32

G. Decline & apostasy, chapter 33

H. Restoration under Josiah; 31 years, chapters 34-35

I. Decline & apostasy, chapter 36:1-16

III. THE CAPTIVITY, chapter 36:17-23

SOME LESSONS IN THE BOOKS OF CHRONICLES

1. The power and necessity of prayer / thanksgiving – David: 1 Chronicles 17:16-27, 29:10-19; Solomon: 2 Chronicles 1:10-12; 6:14-42; Manasseh: 2 Chronicles 33:18-19.

2. Complete obedience is required by the Lord – 1 Chronicle 13; 2 Chronicles 26.

3. The Longsuffering of God.

4. Blessings for obedience and a curse for disobedience.

5. Need for restoration – note Hezekiah; Josiah.

