COLOSSIANS Chapter 4

Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Wednesday Bible Class, June 2006
I. DUTIES OF MASTERS, v. 1

A. Paul continues the duties of various groups (from 3:18-25).

B. Masters are to treat servants with justice and equality, knowing they have a Master in heaven.

II. CONTINUING IN PRAYER, vv. 2-4

A. “Continue in prayer” = devote yourselves to prayer; hold fast and do not let go.

1. Paul is calling for steadfast, enduring, persistent prayer (see also Luke 11:5-10; 18:1-8; Acts 1:14; 2:42; Romans 12:12; Ephesians 6:18; 1 Thessalonians 5:17; Daniel 6:10).

2. Prayer includes:

a. Watchfulness:  being spiritually alert; see Matthew 26:40-41; 1 Peter 5:8-9. 
b. Thanksgiving: “giving thanks” – see James 1:17.

B. Paul asks them to pray for “open doors” to proclaim Christ (see also Acts 12:1-11; 14:27; 16:9-10; 1 Corinthians 16:8-9; 2 Corinthians 2:12; Ephesians 6:20; Revelation 3:7).

1. The gospel is the reason Paul is “in bonds” (imprisoned).

2. Regarding the message of the gospel, he wants to “make it manifest, as I ought to speak” (that is, make it clear, as he ought to speak – his compulsion! See Acts 10:21; Romans 1:16; 1 Corinthians 9:16).

III. REDEEMING THE TIME, vv. 5-6

A. Walk in wisdom:

1. The Christian is to conduct himself as befitting one possessing the wisdom of God!

2. Note Colossians 1:28; 3:16; see also Proverbs 1:7; 9:10; James 1:5.

B. Redeem the time:

1. “Redeeming” = utilizing; making the most of every opportunity.

2. Compare Psalm 90:12; Romans 13:11-12

C. Let your speech be with grace:

1. “with grace, seasoned with salt”
a. “grace” = to speak that which is spiritual, wholesome, truthful, thoughtful, purposeful, complimentary (see Luke 4:22; Ephesians 4:29). 
b. “salt” a preservative and purifying element: the gospel saves (“preserves”) men from damnation!
c. The purpose: To know how to answer every man (1 Peter 3:15).
d. See Matthew 12:35-37; James 2:2-12; 3:2; Psalm 12:4; 141:3

2.   Note: WALK (verse 5) & TALK (verse 6).
IV. PAUL’S FELLOWS, vv. 7-18

A. The fellow workers of Paul, who brought him great comfort (v. 11):

1. TYCHICUS: a beloved brother, faithful minister, and fellow servant who will deliver this letter to the Colossians (see Eph. 6:21).
2. ONESIMUS: a runaway slave belonging to Philemon who will return (see the book of Philemon); leader in the church at Colossae.
3. ARISTARCHUS: a fellow prisoner (see Acts 19:29; 20:4; 27:2).

4. MARCUS: Mark, Barnabas’ nephew, author of the Gospel of Mark (see Acts 15:36-39)
5. JESUS: Greek form of “Joshua”; a Jew, also called Justus.
6. EPAPHRAS: a Colossian servant of Christ; a fervently praying man.

7. LUKE: physician; author of the Gospel of Luke.
8. DEMAS: a man who would later forsake Paul for the world (2 Tim. 4:10).

B. Some concluding remarks:

1. Greet the brethren at Laodicea, and greet Nymphas
2. Read this epistle to the Laodiceans.
3. Deliver a message to Archippus (see Philemon 2).

C.   Paul’s closing: SALUTATION and REQUEST.

NOTE THE SUBJECT OF GRATITUDE IN CQLOSSIANS:
1. For SALVATION:  1:12
2. For  GROWTH:  2:6
3. For FELLOWSHIP:  3:15
4. For opportunities to SERVE:  3:17
5. For PRAYER:  4:2
NOTE THESE COMPARISONS AND CONTRASTS:
EPHESIANS: The Church....................COLOSSIANS: The Head of the Church 

(body of Christ)                   
  (Deity, Creator, Sustainer) 

PHILIPPIANS: Humanity of Christ ..................COLOSSIANS: The Deity of Christ (“emptied...servant...man “)                              (“all the fulness of the godhead bodily”)

