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Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Wednesday Bible Class, April 2006
AUTHOR: Paul, during his first imprisonment in Rome (where he also wrote Ephesians, Philippians, and Philemon)

DATE: 61A.D.

THE CITY OF COLOSSAE:
1. Located in the region of Phrygia, the Roman province of Asia (modern-day Turkey), near Laodicea (see Colossians 2:1 and Revelation 3:14-22), and about 100 miles east of Ephesus.

2. The city had been a great commercial center (sheep/wool industry), but was in decline at the time of Paul’s writing.

3. The city was predominately Gentile (2:13) with a large Jewish community.

THE CHURCH AT COLOSSAE:
1. Interestingly, this congregation was not begun by Paul (see 2:1), but by Epaphras, who reported to Paul about the church (see 1:5-7), apparently during the third missionary journey (Acts 19:10).

2. Epaphras was a native of Colossae (4:12), who was perhaps converted by Paul while at Ephesus, who returned to his hometown and began the congregation.

THEME: The PRE-EMINENCE OF CHRIST. 
PURPOSES IN WRITING:
1. To exalt Christ.

2. To combat heresy: apparently there were several false teachings at work, threatening the Colossian brethren, including Grecian philosophy (which led to the asceticism of Gnosticism, see 2:20-23), Judaizers (2:11, 16-17), and angel worship (2:18).

3. The danger was of an eclectic religion (the mixing and mingling of various religious philosophies); thus, Paul wrote to exhort the brethren to continue in the faith (1:23; 2:6; 3:2) by reminding them of Christ’s humanity (1:22), Christ’s Deity (2:9) and Christ’s completeness and wisdom (1:28; 2:3; 2:10; 3:11).

GREAT LESSONS:
1. On creation: 1:16

2. On Christ’s identity: 1:15; 2:9

3. On Christ’s mission: 1:22; 2:6-7, 10; 3:3

4. On the church: 1:18

5. On relationships: chapters 3-4

6. On our eternal destiny: 1:23; 3:4
CHAPTER 1

I. GREETING, 1:1-2

II. PAUL’S THANKS FOR THE COLOSSIANS’ FAITH & LOVE, vv. 3-8

A. Paul’s thanks to God for the Colossians, v. 3-5:

1. Paul had heard of their faith and love, v. 4

2. They had hope in Christ, v. 5 (heavenly hope: see 1 Peter 1:3-4)
3. Note the “trio” of faith, love, hope (cf. 1 Corinthians 13:13; 1 Thessalonians 1:3; 5:8).

B. The growth of the brethren, v. 6-8

III. PAUL’S PRAYER FOR THE COLOSIANS, vv. 9-14
A. Paul’s prayer for them, vv. 9-11: [note: PETITION and RESULTS]
1. That they might be filled with the knowledge of God’s will (“completely filled; totally controlled”).

2. That they might walk worthy of the Lord.

3. That they might be fruitful unto every good work.

4. That they might increase in the knowledge of God.

5. That they might be strengthened with all might.

B. Paul’s thanks for them, v. 12-14

1. That they can together be “partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light” (we have our inheritance; full possession is future).

2. Christians are delivered from the power of darkness and translated into the kingdom of God’s dear Son.

a. Jesus would come in His kingdom: Matthew 16:27-28 

b. The kingdom would come in the lifetime of Jesus’ disciples, and the kingdom would come with power: Mark 9:1

c. The power came when the Spirit came: Acts 1:8 
d. The Spirit came on Pentecost: Acts 1:8; Acts 2 
e. The Kingdom is the church: those in the church are in Christ’s kingdom!

3. IN WHOM = In Christ: redemption / forgiveness!
a. “redeem” = to deliver by payment of a ransom - literally, “emancipation”; to be freed from slavery (see John 8:31-36).

b. Christ is the means of redemption.

III. THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST, vv. 15-29 

A. The DESCRIPTION of Christ, vv. 15-19

1. Image of the invisible God, v. 15 (“likeness” = Gk, EIKON = representation & manifestation: a reference to Christ’s Deity - see also John 1:1; Philippians 2:6; Hebrews 1:3).

2. Firstborn of every creature, v. 15 = Gk, PROTOTOPOS – not “first one created,” but first in position or rank (cf. Genesis 41:51-52; Exodus 4:22; Jeremiah 31:9; Psalm 89:27; Romans 8:29; Revelation 1:5).

3. Creator, v. 16 – “by him were all things created” (John 1:3; Hebrews 1:2)

“thrones, or dominions…” etc – see Ephesians 1:21; Philippians 2:10; Hebrews 1:7-8; 1 Peter 3:22

4. Pre-existent, v. 17 - “he is before all things” (see Micah 5:2; John 1:1-2; 8:58; 1 John 1:1; Revelation 22:13).

5. Head of the church, v. 18 (Eph. 1:22-23)

6. Possessor of all “fulness”, v. 19 (see 2:9 – the fullness of Deity!) 

B. The WORK of Christ, vv. 20-23

1. He made peace through the blood of His cross: reconciliation!

a. “Reconcile” = “to change” – it is used to denote a change in relationship (from “enemy” to “friend”).

b. Reconciliation is to move from a position of being at enmity against God to being at peace with God (see Romans 5:10; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21).
c. Note the former condition hi verse 21 (see also Romans 1:18-19).

d. Christ’s death: compare John 10:17-18; Hebrews 13:11-12; 1 Peter 1:18-19

2. Through His death we can be “holy and unblameable and unreprovable” 

a. “Holy” = separated from sin; set apart to God 

b. “Unblameable” = blameless; without blemish 

c. “Unreproveable” = beyond reproach; above “charge” (see Rom. 8:33)

3. The Christian’s course of action:

a. “IF ye continue in the faith...” (see Luke 8:13; John 6:66; 1 John 2:19) 

b. IF we “be not moved way from the hope of the gospel.”
4. NOTE: this message, in Paul’s day, had been preached to every person under heaven! (see also Romans 10:18; 1 Thessalonians 1:8; Revelation 7:9-10)

C. The Work of Paul, vv. 24-29

1. SUFFERING:

a. Paul’s suffering had been in his flesh, for the church (consider his present imprisonment – Acts 28:16, 30).

b. What is meant by the phrase “fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ...”? Christ was persecuted while on earth, but He has now ascended to heaven. Thus, Christ being out of reach, the enemies of the gospel turned against His followers, and they suffered “in His stead” and on His behalf- that which was intended for Christ and done to His followers (compare Acts 8:3 & 9:4).

c. Paul had endured such persecution for the building up of the church.

d. Compare 2 Corinthians 1:5, 11:23-28; Galatians 6:17; 2 Timothy 2:10

2. PREACHING:

a. Paul would “fulfill the word of God” (that is, fully preach it - see Acts 20:27).

b. Paul’s ministry is to proclaim the word of God, the “mystery” 
(see 1 Corinthians 2:6-13; Romans 16:25; Ephesians 3:3-5; 5:32).

c. The mystery now manifest: Christ in you, the hope of glory (see John 14:23; Romans 8:9-10; Galatians 2:20; Ephesians 3:8-10,16-19; Philippians 4:19).

d. Paul’s method:

(1) Preach (“proclaim” – see 2 Timothy 4:2)
(2) warn (“admonish” – to warn regarding sin and punishment).

(3) Teach (the impartation of truth)

e. Paul’s goal: Maturity!

f. Paul’s labor (compare 1 Corinthians 15:10; Philippians 4:9).

(1) Gk, KOPIAO = “to labor to the point of exhaustion”
(2) “striving” = Gk, AGONIZOMAI – competing in athletic event; maximum effort!

