DANIEL Chapter 12 
“God Is In Control” 

Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Wednesday Bible Class

INTRODUCTION: Recall the vision we have seen: political turmoil as the Grecian kingdom falls, awaiting the rise of Rome (during which kingdom, Christ’s kingdom shall come!). Then we saw Rome arise, and we shall see the development of that point in this chapter, particularly as it relates to what will happen with Israel. 

I. “AT THAT TIME,” vv. 1-3 

A. The “time” under consideration is that of chapter 11: 

1. Rome rises and establishes her authority over Judah. 

2. Michael stands up, overseeing the people of God. 

3. There shall be a time of trouble (Matthew 24:21). 

4. Those who are delivered are those whose names are in the book (see Malachi 3:16; Isaiah 4:3; Luke 10:20). 

B.   Many sleeping in the dust of the earth shall awake. 

1. I do NOT understand this to be the final resurrection of the physically dead (keep in mind the time frame is “at that time,” i.e., the time of the king of the north, the Roman rulers, exercising great power in Israel). 

2. Rather, this is figurative language, often employed by the prophets (compare Ezekiel 37:12-13). 

3. This is pointing to the coming of the Messiah in first century Judah: 

a. For those who accept Him, His coming meant LIFE (spiritually). 

b. For those who reject Him, His coming meant DEATH (spiritually). 

c. Compare also Isaiah 26: 11-21 and Revelation 20:4 ff. 

B. Those who are wise, and accept the Messiah, will shine.

II. DANIEL IS TO SHUT UP THE WORDS AND SEAL THE BOOK, vv. 4-9 
A. The vision is for a long time away from the time Daniel receives it. 

1. It is for the “time of the end” (end of the Jewish nation). 

2. The book is to be kept intact until its fulfillment. 

B. Two men appear on either sides of the bank of the river: 

1. One asks the other, “How long shall it be to the end of these wonders?” 

2. The other answers: 

a. It shall be for a time, times, and an half (3 1/2 ). 

b. That which will be accomplished is the scattering of the power of the holy people (destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD). 

C. Daniel doesn’t understand, but he is told that the words are closed and sealed “till the time of the end.” 

NOTE: Remember the picture: Rome rises, overpowers Israel, and destroys the city of Jerusalem in 70 AD – FINISHED! 

III. A MESSAGE OF CONSOLATION FOR THE RIGHTEOUS, vv. 10-13 

A. There is here a message of consolation and a warning: 

1. The righteous shall be purified, made white, and tried. 

2. The wicked shall continue in wickedness and shall not understand. 

B. The taking away of the daily sacrifice and the abomination that makes desolate are one event (see Daniel 9:26-27 with Matthew 24). 

C. From that point onward there shall be 1,290 days 

Compare Revelation 13:5 where the Beast’s authority is described. 

Blessed is the one who waits and comes to the 1,335 days. 

D. Daniel would die long before the vision was fulfilled, but he can take comfort in knowing it will come to pass. 

NOTE: Daniel closes on a note that is found all through the book: GOD IS IN CONTROL! 
