DANIEL Chapter 9

Daniel’s Prophecy of Seventy Weeks: The Abomination of Desolation
Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Wednesday Bible Class

INTRODUCTION: 

1. Remember the background: in 606, 597 and 586 BC the Babylonians attack Judah, destroy the Temple, and take the people into captivity – Daniel is writing in the midst of that captivity (580’s- 570’s BC). 

2. The background of chapter 9: 

Chapter 1: God is the protector of the captives 

Chapter 2: God is the revealer of the future, foretelling four world kingdoms (Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome) 

Chapters 3-4: God is the humbler of the proud 

Chapter 5: God is the avenger of His honor 

Chapter 6: “God is triumphant “ 

Chapters 7-12: Future world kingdoms, their downfall, the people of God and the Son of man 

I. THE SETTING, vv. 1-2 

A. The time = in the first year of DARIUS. 

B. Daniel observed the length of the completion of the desolations of Jerusalem = 70 years. 

1. Jeremiah prophesied scattering (see Jeremiah 25:11-12) because of SIN. 

2. Note: 606 to 536 BC equals 70 years. 

II. DANIEL’S PRAYER, vv. 3-19 

A. Daniel acknowledges the sinfulness of the nation. 

B. Daniel pleads for God’s mercy. 

III. THE INTERVENTION OF GABRIEL, vv. 20-23 

A. Gabriel appears to Daniel in the midst of His speaking, praying, confessing, and supplication. 

B. Gabriel’s purpose is to give Daniel skill and understanding: 

1. “the commandment came forth” (inhabitation of Israel, see Isaiah 44:24-28; 45:13). 

2. Daniel is to understand and consider the vision. 

IV. THE PROPHECY, vv. 24-27 

A. Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people (Jews) and upon thy holy city. 

B. The purpose: 

1. To finish the transgression 

2. To make an end of sins 

3. To make reconciliation for iniquity 

4. To bring in everlasting righteousness 

5. To seal up the vision and prophecy 

6. To anoint the most Holy

C. From the going forth of the commandment to restore and build Jerusalem (536 BC) until Messiah the Prince, 

Seven weeks  

There shall be                                                                   =    69 WEEKS
Three score and two weeks (62)
D. After 62 weeks Messiah will be cut off!

E. After Messiah is cut off: the people of the prince who is to come will destroy the city and the sanctuary.
F. The end will come with a flood (overwhelming) -DESOLATIONS are determined! 
G. He (Messiah) shall confirm the covenant with many for one week, and in the midst of the week, He (Messiah) shall, 

1. Put a stop to sacrifices and oblations (grain offerings). 

2. Make desolate, for the overspreading of abomination (on the wings of abomination he shall make desolate the nation of Israel). 

3. Complete destruction (desolation) will be poured out. 

WHAT IS THE FULFILLMENT OF ALL THIS?  Matthew 24:1 ff - God’s judgment on the nation of Israel for rejecting her Messiah! 

A. THE DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE, Matthew 24:1-2 

B. THE DISCIPLE’S QUESTION, Matthew 24:3 

1. What things? Not one stone left standing upon another.

2. What coming? God coming in judgment against Israel in 70 AD (compare Matthew 23:37-39; Luke 11:45-52; 13:1-9; 19:41-44; 23:28-31; Acts 3:18-21; 6:10-14; 7:51-53; 13:40-41; 18:2; 21:28; Romans 2:28-29; 9:6-8, 19-24, 27-28; 1 Thessalonians 2:14-16; Hebrews 8:13; 10:25, 30, 37). 

3. What world? Not “earth, “ but rather “age” – it is the end of the Jewish age (see Hebrews 8:13; 10:25,27) 

C. What the sign is NOT (Matthew 24:4-14) and what the sign IS (Matthew 24:15-28) 
D. Notice carefully Matthew 24:15- the abomination of desolation spoken by Daniel! 

THE UNDERSTANDING: 
1. Thy people = ISRAEL 

2. The holy city = JERUSALEM 

3. The people of the prince = ROMANS 

4. The prince = TITUS 

5. The abomination of desolation = destruction of Jerusalem 

a. Matthew 24:15, “When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, ...” 

b. Mark 13:14, “But when ye shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet... “ 

c. Luke 21:20, “And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the desolation thereof is nigh. “ 

6. Finish transgressions and make end of sin: Hebrews 10:12; Ephesians 2:15 

7. Make reconciliation for iniquity: Colossians 1:20; Hebrews 2:17

8. Bring in everlasting righteousness: Romans 3:21-31

9. Seal up the vision and prophecy: 1 Corinthians 13:8-12 

10. Anoint the most Holy: Acts 4:26-27; Hebrews 1:8-9 

11. Messiah cut off: Isaiah 53:8; Acts 8:32-33 

12. Destruction of the city: Matthew 24:1-51; Mark 13:1-26; Luke 21:5-36 

13. Confirm the covenant: Acts 10:34; Romans 9:30 

