THE BOOK OF DANIEL: Introduction & Chapter One
Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Wednesday Bible Class 

AUTHOR: Daniel 

1. His name means “God is my judge” -see 7:1, 28; 8:2; 9:2; 10:1-2; 12:4 

2. Ezekiel mentions him twice (14:14; 28:3) 

3. Jesus mentioned him as the writer of this book (Matthew 24:15). 

DATE: about 537 BC 

THE PERIOD OF HIS PROPHECY: (1:1-6) 

His period of prophesying was circa 605-530 BC, from King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon to Kings Cyrus and Darius of the Medes and Persians. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 
1. The kingdom of Israel was divided into two kingdoms, the northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah, in the days of Reheboam as punishment on the house of David for ungodliness (1 Kings 11:9-13, 26-40). 

2. The prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel) had predicted Judah’s going into captivity as just punishment from God for sin, and at the time of Daniel’s writing, Judah is in captivity in the nation of Babylon. 

3. Daniel, along with others, had been taken into Babylonian captivity by King Nebuchadnezzar in 605 BC. 

4. As we’ll see in chapter 2, Daniel was given a place of prominence and responsibility in Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom, and was later made one of three presidents under Darius (6:1), living until the third year of Cyrus (536 BC). 

5. Daniel was a contemporary of Ezekiel and Nehemiah, and of Joshua and Zerubbabel of the remnant. 

TO WHOM WRITTEN: to the southern kingdom of Judah, during their Babylonian captivity. 

REASONS FOR WRITING: 
1. To fulfill God’s decrees in Psalm 89:1-4, 18-36 (cf. Luke 1:30 ff; Acts 2:22 ff.). 

2. To demonstrate the sovereignty of God, that all nations are subject unto Him. 

3. To show God has not cast off His people; He is their protector, defender, and liberator. 

4. To describe the time of God’s kingdom under the Messiah, and show a contrast between God’s kingdom of the kingdoms of the world. 

THEME: God is in control! The sovereignty of God over the affairs of men! 

DANIEL Chapter One: God, the Protector of the Captives 

NOTE: 
1. Daniel chapter one lays the foundation for the rest of the book. 

2. Remember that Nebuchadnezzar doesn’t “capture” Jerusalem- God gives Judah over to him. 

3. God will cause Daniel to be favored. 

I. DANIEL’S CIRCUMSTANCES, vv. 1-7 

A. Jerusalem had been besieged!, vv. 1-2 

1. It took place in the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim, king of Judah in 605 BC. 

2. Jehoiakim, along with the vessels of the house of God, had been given into Nebuchadnezzar’s hand (see also 1 Kings 7:48-51; 2 Kings 24:13; Daniel 5:1-3). 

B. Nebuchadnezzar had certain Israelites placed in his palace, vv. 3 – 7:  

1. They were to be unblemished, well- favored, and knowledgeable to serve the king. 

2. They would be given the king’s meat and wine, and nourished for three years. 

3. To make them more “Babylonian,” their names were changed: 

a. Daniel becomes BELTESHAZZAR   

b. Hananiah becomes SHADRACH 

c. Mishael becomes MESHACH 

d. Azariah becomes ABEDNEGO 

* NOTE: The endings on their Hebrew names, “el” and “iah”, stood as abbreviations for the Hebrew name for God. Thus these four are given names to connect them with a Babylonian, heathen god.

II. DANIEL’S COMMITMENT, vv. 8-16 

A. Daniel purposes not to defile himself with the king’s meat or wine. 

1. He doesn’t want to violate the Law of Moses, or eating that which had been offered to a pagan god (see Exodus 34:15). 

2. He makes request of the prince of the eunuch; but the prince is afraid that if the Hebrews do not eat they will be malnourished. 

3. Daniel asks for a ten day “test”, wherein they will eat only vegetables and drink only water, and see if they look famished. 

4. At the end of the ten days, the Hebrews looked healthier than any others! 

B. What do we see here: GOD PROVIDES! 

III. DANIEL’S RISE TO FAVOR, vv. 17-21 

A. God gave these four Hebrews knowledge, skill in learning and wisdom. 

1. Daniel also receives understanding in visions and dreams. 

2. The king communed with them, finding them better in wisdom and understanding than all his magicians and astrologers. 

B. Daniel continued unto the first year of king Cyrus (to see the official end of the captivity). 
