DEUTERONOMY Lesson 2

Chapters 4 – 6 
Teacher: Jerry Sturgill, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, April 2005
“REVIEW OF THE LAW”
I. AN EXHORTATION TO OBEDIENCE, 4:1-43

A. A CALL TO OBEDIENCE, vv. 1-9   (Moses is still speaking)
1. Israel is to hearken to God’s law, without adding to or taking from it

2. A reminder of those who did not hearken (Num. 25:1-9), v. 3
3. Israel must “keep and do” what God has said, v. 6

4. This was what was to occur, v. 7. See Romans 2:24-25 for what came to pass.

5. The people of Israel are to teach these principles of God to their children and grandchildren, v. 9

B. A REMINDER OF MT. SINAI (Horeb). vv. 10-19

1. God declared His covenant: Ten Commandments written on two tables of stone, written by the hand of God.
2. And Moses was to teach statutes and judgments, written by the hand of Moses.
a. Both had the same weight. Both came from the same authority, from God. 

3. They were to honor GOD, and NOT idols or images.

C. A REMINDER OF COMING OUT OF EGYPT TO THE PROMISED LAND. v. 20-40
1. God brought them out of Egypt to be his “people of inheritance” 

2. Moses will not go over Jordan with them (sec Num. 27:13-14)

3. God is a consuming fire, a jealous God (see Heb. 12:29)

4. A prophecy:

if they become guiltily of disobedience & idolatry, they shall perish from the land God gives them and shall be scattered among the nations
5. But, if they are obedient, God will not forsake them, nor destroy them, nor forget the covenant He made with them.

6. VERSE 40 SUMS UP THIS ENTIRE SECTION!
D. THREE CITIES OF REFUGE APPOINTED ON THE EAST SIDE OF JORDAN, vv 41-43

II. A REMINDER OF ISRAEL’S LAW, 4:44 - 6:25
A. THE MOSAIC COVENANT:  The Ten Commandments, 4:44-5:33
1. After coming out of Egypt,  4:44-49

2. God made a covenant at Horeb, 5:1-21

a. Moses reminds them of the commandments God gave.
b. The Ten Commandments (called the “Decalogue”) are given, verses 7-21:
1) THOU SHALT HAVE NONE OTHER GODS BEFORE ME, verse 7 

(see also Matthew 22:37-38; 1 Corinthians 8:4-6).

2) THOU SHALT NOT MAKE UNTO THEE ANY GRAVEN IMAGE, verse 8-10 

(see also Acts 17:22-23, 29; Romans 1:22-23).

3) THOU SHALT NOT TAKE THE NAME OF THE LORD THY GOD IN VAIN, verse 11

(see also Mark 7:21-23; 2 Timothy 3:2; Revelation 16:9).

4) KEEP THE SABBATH DAY TO SANCTIFY IT, verses 11-15

(see also Exodus 23:12; 31:13-17; 34:21; 35:2 – remember also that the Sabbath was a sign between God and Israel (v. 15), Ezekiel 20:12,20; Nehemiah 9:12-14; Exodus 31:12-14 – recall also that God said the Sabbath would cease, Hosea 2:11).

5) HONOR THY FATHER AND THY MOTHER, verse 16 
(see also Ephesians 6:1-3).

6) THOU SHALT NOT KILL, verse 17
(see also Romans 13:9; Matthew 5:21-22 - note that Jesus defines “kill” as “murder,” Matthew 19:18). Also, distinctions must be made among manslaughter (Numbers 35:9-28), murder (Numbers 35:29-34), capital punishment (Genesis 9:6), government executions (Romans 13:1-5), and armed combat (Numbers 30-31).

7) NEITHER SHALT THOU COMMIT ADULTERY, verse 18 

(see also Romans 13:9; 1 Corinthians 6:15-20; Hebrews 13:4).

8) NEITHER SHALT THOU STEAL, verse 19
(see also Romans 12:17; 13:9; Ephesians 4:28).

9) NEITHER SHALT THOU BEAR FALSE WITNESS AGAINST THY NEIGHBOR, verse 20 

(see also Matthew 15:19; Colossians 3:9; 1 Timothy 1:9-10)

10) NEITHER SHALT THOU DESIRE THY NEIGHBORS WIFE, verse 21
(see also Luke 12:15; Romans 13:9; 1 Timothy 6:6-11).

*NOTE: the first four of these have to do with our duties to GOD, the next six our duties to our FELLOW MAN (compare Matthew 22:37-40). 
3. Moses tells them of the circumstances of this covenant, 5:22-33

a. “Two tables of stone”
b. They are to observe to do just as God has commanded them!
B. THE MOSAIC COVENANT: Commandments, Statutes, Judgments, 6:1-25
1. Hear – observe to do – THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH THEE.
2. Notice verses 4-5 (compare Matt 22:37; Mk 12:29-30; Luke 10:27)

3. The obligation to teach their children, v. 7

4. “Phylacteries” v. 8    (cf. Matt 23:5)
a. Phylacteries:
(Gr. phulakteria; i.e., “defenses” or “protections”), called by modern Jews tephillin (i.e., “prayers”) are mentioned only in Matt 23:5. They consisted of strips of parchment on which were inscribed these four texts: (1.) Exo.3:1-10; (2.) Exo.13:11-16; (3.) Deut. 6:4-9; (4.) Deut.11:18-21, and which were enclosed in a square leather case, on one side of which was inscribed the Hebrew letter shin, to which the rabbis attached some significance. This case was fastened by certain straps to the forehead just between the eyes. The “making broad the phylacteries” refers to the enlarging of the case so as to make it conspicuous. (See FRONTLETS.)

Another form of the phylactery consisted of two rolls of parchment, on which the same texts were written, enclosed in a case of black calfskin. This was worn on the left arm near the elbow, to which it was bound by a thong. It was called the “Tephillah on the arm.”
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5. More warnings against idolatry, vv 9-15
6. More exhortations to obedience, vv. 16-19
7. Another reminder to teach children; explain the meanings of service to God, vv. 20-25
8. VERSES 24 AND 25 SUMMARIZE THIS SECTION.

