DEUTERONOMY Lesson 1

Introduction & Chapters 1 – 3

                                                                                                                                                                                                    Outline by John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, April 2005

AUTHOR:  Moses

DATE:  about 1400 B.C.

THEME:  The blessings of obedience and the curse of disobedience

PURPOSE:  Exhortation to the people of God to be faithful! PREPARATION & POSSESSION!

HEBREW TITLE:  “These are the words...”
ENGLISH TITLE:  from 17:18 - means “a second law” (or, “restating the law”:  Greek, “deuteros” 

= second;  “nomos” = law)

SETTING:  the events in Deuteronomy contain the address that Moses gave to Israel during the 

final months of  his life;  Israel is on the plains of Moab, about to enter Canaan and Moses  reminds them of their responsibility before God to live according to His laws!

REASON FOR THE BOOK:  bear in mind that a new generation had come about which had not 

been living during the crossing of the Red Sea or the giving of the Law at  Sinai;  a new country was about to be entered;  so in the book we see a review of the precepts (laws) to guide Israel.

SCOPE: a period of about 40 years

GENERAL OUTLINE OF THE BOOK

     I.  REVIEW OF ISRAEL’S HISTORY, chapters 1 - 3

   II.  REVIEW OF THE LAW, chapters 4 - 6

  III.  WARNINGS & EXHORTATIONS, chapters 7 - 11

  IV.  CONDITIONS OF BLESSING IN THE LAND, chapters 12 - 16

   V.  FURTHER CONDITIONS OF BLESSING, chapters 17 - 20

  VI.  VARIOUS REGULATIONS, chapters 21 - 26

 VII.  CONCERNING ISRAEL’S FUTURE, chapters 27 - 28

VIII.  THE PALESTINIAN COVENANT, chapters 29 - 30

  IX.  CLOSE OF MOSES’ LIFE, chapters 31 - 34

CHAPTERS 1 - 3:  REVIEW OF ISRAEL’s HISTORY

I. INTRODUCTION:  1:1-5

    A.  Moses spoke these words to all Israel!

    B.  Moses “began to declare this law”
II.  HISTORY OF ISRAEL’S WANDERINGS, chapters 1 - 3

A.  Israel at Sinai, 1:6-18

        1.  Moses reminds Israel that God gave charge concerning their possession of the land.

        2.  God had multiplied and blessed them!

B.  Israel at Kadesh-barnea, 1:19-46

1. God reminds them how the people before them (though he calls them “ye”) had rejected God’s command to enter Canaan.

        2.  Their sin:  REBELLION!

        3.  But GOD would be their strength; He would “fight for them”


        4.  But, they lacked TRUST in God (that is, FAITH)

        5.  CALEB “wholly followed” the Lord; he would enter Cannan.

        6.  So also would JOSHUA.

C.  Israel’s journey from Kadesh to Moab, 2:1-3:29

