EPHESIANS Chapter 6

Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Wednesday Bible Class, January 2006
I. VARIOUS RELATIONSHIPS, 6:1-9

A. CHILDREN

1. Obey (submit; literally, “to hear as one who is under authority”) your parents – this is right! Honor father and mother (compare Proverbs 1:8-9; 6:20-22; 30:17; etc.).

2. “first commandment with promise” – that is, a first, foremost, or primary commandment with a promise from God attached (compare Leviticus 19:3).

3. “In the Lord” – a phrase modifying “obey,” not parents – children are to obey their parents according to the Lord’s will and authority (as unto the Lord; the Lord commanded!).

4. “well with thee...live long”: keeping God’s commandments is associated with prosperity) and life (see Deuteronomy 4:40; 5:33; Proverbs 3:13-16; 22:4; 1 Timothy 4:8).

5. Note the quote from Exodus 20:12 & Deuteronomy 5:10, 16

B. FATHERS

1. Do not provoke your children to wrath (nag or arbitrarily assert authority; exasperate to anger or irritation through unnecessary severity – see Colossians 3:21).

2. Bring children up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord:

a. “nurture”: training, instruction, discipline; training and education, morals and mind; nourishment by tender care, which includes exhortation and correction.

b. “admonition”: chastening; training by word; teaching; advise, information; “putting one in mind of what is right” (see Proverbs 22:6).

C. SERVANTS

1. Be obedient to masters according to the flesh (“obedient” same word as in 6:1). 
a. With fear, trembling, singleness of heart, as unto Christ (cf. Col. 3:24). 
b. All such is to be motivated by obedience to Christ. 
c. Compare Colossians 3:22-25; 1 Timothy 6:1-2; Titus 2:9-10; 1 Peter 2:18-21.

2. The good that one does shall receive “the same” of the Lord!

D. MASTERS

1. Masters are to have like attitudes toward their servants (see Colossians 4:1).

2. Masters must remember they have a “master” in heaven, with Whom there is no respect of persons (see Leviticus 19:15; Malachi 2:9; Acts 10:34; Romans 2:11; James 2:1).
II. THE WHOLE ARMOR OF GOD, 6:10-20 

A. OUR SPIRITUAL BATTLE, vv. 10-13:

1. We are to be strong in the Lord, in the power of His might, putting on the whole armor of God (compare 2 Corinthians 12:9-10; Philippians 4:13; 2 Timothy 4:17).

2. Our battle is a “wrestle” (a word used of hand-to-hand combat) – see 1 Timothy 1:18-19; 6:12; 2 Timothy 2:3; James 4:7; 1 Peter 2:11; 5:8-9.

a. Not against flesh and blood (see 2 Corinthians 10:3-5).

b. “principalities” = rulers, princes, preeminent ones (see Col. 2:14-15; Jude 6).

c. “powers” = authorities, potentates, evil spiritual powers

d. “rulers of the darkness of this world” = see John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11; 2 Cor. 4:4

e. “spiritual wickedness in high places” = those in the spiritual realm who seek to turn people away from God and toward evil.

* On the schemes of Satan, see Matthew 13:19, 37-40; John 8:44; Acts 13:10; 
1 Corinthians 7:5; 9:27; 2 Corinthians 11:14-15; Ephesians 2:2; 1 Timothy 4:1
B. THE ARMOR OF GOD, vv. 14-20

1. Loins girt about with truth (John 8:32; 14:6; 17:17; 1 Timothy 3:15; 1 Peter 1:22).

2. Breastplate of righteousness (Matthew 14:43; Romans 13:12; 1 Timothy 6:11).

3. Feet shod with the ... gospel of peace (Romans 5:1; 10:14-17; Philippians 4:7).

4. Shield of faith (John 8:24; Hebrews 11:1, 6; 2 Corinthians 5:7).

5. Helmet of salvation (Hebrews 5:9; John 20:30-31; 1 Thessalonians 5:8; 1 John 5:13).

6. Sword of the Spirit (Hebrews 4:12).

7. Prayer: with prayer, supplication, watchfulness, perseverance; for Paul for boldness.

a. Continued prayer: see Luke 18:1; Romans 12:12; 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18

b. Paul’s request: see Romans 15:30; 1 Thessalonians 5:25; 2 Thessalonians 3:1, 2

III. FINAL GREETINGS, 6:21-24
