ESTHER Lesson 2 
Chapters 4 – 7
Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, August 2007
I. ESTHER and MORDECAL, chapter 4 
A. Mordecai makes an appeal to Esther, 4:1-14
1. Mordecai and all Jews mourn when they learn of the decree; Esther inquires.
2. Can Esther intervene? Mordecai tell her that she may be in her position at that particular time for just such a reason! (Note: the Providence of God!)
B. Esther’s intervention, 4:15-17
1. Esther orders fasting for three days.
2. Esther has come to the conclusion that her intervention might help; and even if it didn’t do any good, it certainly couldn’t make the situation any worse!
II. ESTHER and KING AHASEURUS, chapter 5 
A. Esther has an audience with the King, 5:1-8
1. The King offers Esther whatsoever she desires, up to half his kingdom!
2. She requests a banquet for that very day, and a second request for another banquet.
B. Hainan’s hatred toward Mordecai, 5:9-14
1. Haman, joyful, loses his joyfulness at seeing Mordecai.
2. Hainan’s wife and friends counsel him to build a gallows upon which to hang Mordecai.
III. HAMAN IS HUMBLED, chapter 6 
A. The King’s sleeplessness, 6:1-3
1. He asks to have read to him the history of his reign.
2. He hears the story of Mordecai (2:21-23) and inquires as to what honor was bestowed upon him, and learns that nothing had been done.
B. Haman and the King, 6:4-14
1. The king asks what should be done to honor an individual; Haman gives his suggestions.
2. Note: Haman thinks the king is talking about honoring himself, Haman!
3. The king relates that the individual he wants so honored is MORDECAI!
4. Haman obeys the king’s orders and hurries off to the banquet Esther has prepared.
IV. HAMAN HANGED, chapter 7

A. The king asks Esther what he request is, 7:1-6
1. Esther explains to the king the situation (that is, the peril confronting the Jews because of his decree). Note: up to this point the King has apparently been ignorant as to the exact identity of the people against whom he made the decree, perhaps his wife’s race.
2. Esther identifies the “adversary and enemy” of her people as HAMAN. 
B. Hainan’s end, w. 7-10
1. The king departs from the banquet, and Haman pleads for his life before the queen.
2. The king returns, and Haman is hanged upon the gallows he had prepared for Mordecai.
