ESTHER Lesson 3
Chapters 8 – 10

Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, August 2007
I. THE DECREE OF AHASUERUS, chapter 8

A. Esther is given authority over the house of Haman, 8:1-2.
B. The King issues another order, counteracting the previous edict, 8:3-10.
C. The New Edict, 8:11-14
1. Gives the Jews the right of assembling.
2. Gives the Jews the right of self-defense.
3. To be executed on the same day as the previous edict.
D. Mordecai is exalted, 8:15-17.
II. ISRAEL’S ENEMIES ARE DEFEATED, chapter 9

A. The Jews have victory over their enemies, 9:1-19
1. Mordecai continues to increase in influence and stature.
2. The Jews defeat their enemies.
3. Even Haman’s sons are killed, and their bodies held up to public scorn and disgrace.
4. VICTORY is celebrated!
*NOTE: The complete destruction of the Amalekites is: 

a. PROPHECIED – Exodus 17:14
b. FULFILLED – 3:1; 7:10; 9:12
B. The FEAST OF PURIM is instituted, 9:20-32
1. The feast is called PURIM after PUR (compare 3:7).
2. The matter is confirmed and established.
III. MORDECAI’S FAME, chapter 10

A. The King declares the greatness of Mordecai! 
B. His influence is second only to the King himself.
