ESTHER Lesson 1

Introduction and Chapters 1 – 3

Teacher:  John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, August 2007

INTRODUCTION

AUTHOR:  Uncertain, though many have ascribed this book to EZRA.

THEME:  The Providence of God in the affairs of men.

DATE:  479 B.C.

SETTING:  The events in the book occur, chronologically, between the events in the sixth and seventh chapters of EZRA, between the first return led by Zerubbabel and the second led by Ezra, and thus linking this book with both Ezra and Nehemiah.

1. This is the second book in the Old Testament named for a woman:  RUTH is the story


     of a Gentile who married a Jew; ESTHER is the story of a Jew who married a Gentile).

2. Interestingly, the name of God does not appear anywhere in the book; but the hand of 

     God (the Providence of God) is apparent throughout the events described.

THE BASIC EVENTS IN THE BOOK ARE:

1. Vashti, the Queen, is displaced, and Esther, an orphan, is crowned.

2. Mordecai, the detested, is respected, and Haman, the villain, is executed.

3. The Jews, sentenced to die, are freed!

OUTLINE:  
I.  THE THREAT TO GOD'S PEOPLE, chapters 1 - 3

  
II.  THE INTERVENTION OF ESTHER, chapters 4 - 5

 
III.  THE DELIVERANCE OF GOD'S PEOPLE, chapters 6 - 10

I.  VASHTI, THE QUEEN, IS PUT AWAY, Chapter 1

A. AHASEURUS, King of Persia, makes a great feast, 1:1-9.

1. This feast lasts 180 days, and the king makes another feast, for seven days, for those of his immediate household, and it is a great scene of splendor  (pride, pomp).
2. Vashti, the queen, also makes a feast.

B. The King calls for Vashti, 1:10-12

1. His desire is to "display" her beauty before those gathered to his feast.

2. She refuses to come.

C. The King confronts his wife's "disobedience," 1:13-18

1. The King consults his counselors; he desires to determine his legal rights to avenge the shame of his wife's "disobedience."

2. Memucan, the spokesman, warns the king that Vashti's action will influence other wives in the kingdom to be rebellious.

D. The solution?  Demote her to shame, 1:19-22

1. She will lose her position and standing in relation to the king.

2. Letters are sent throughout the province to that effect.

II.  THE EXALTATION OF ESTHER, chapter 2

A. Ahasuerus' servants attempt to appease his "loneliness,"  2:1-4

1. Fair young virgins are to be brought to the king.

2. Among these, one will be found to replace Queen Vashti.

B. ESTHER is among the young women gathered, 2:5-14

1. MORDECAI, Esther's cousin and guardian, brings Esther.

2. She is gathered with the other women, under the charge of Hegai, the king's servant.
3. The "purification process" is described (it is a process of preparing the girls to be brought to the king).
4. Note also that the women who were brought to spend the night with the king were afterwards considered "concubines" (they would no longer be virgins, but neither would be considered as "wives").

C. ESTHER is brought to King Ahaseurus, 2:15-20

1. Note the reaction of the King!  "And the king loved Esther above all women..."

2. He makes Esther QUEEN!

D. Mordecai uncovers a plot on the King's life, 2:21-23


(this event will bear great significance later!)

III.  HAMAN'S DECREE, chapter 3

A. A man by the name of HAMAN is promoted, 3:1-4

1. Haman is an Agagite (a descendant of the Amalekites).
2. Though all others bow before Haman, Mordecai refuses.
3. Why would Mordecai not bow to Haman?  Remember Haman's lineage (it is very important!) and consider Exodus 17:8-16 and 1 Samuel 15:1-9.

B. Haman seeks vengeance on Mordecai, and the Jews, vv. 5-15

1. Haman is full of wrath at Mordecai's refusal to bow - he desires, in exacting vengeance, to kill all Jews in the kingdom.

2. Haman approaches the King with a false report about "a certain people" in the kingdom; the King is led to believe that these people (the Jews) are a threat to his Empire.

3. Thus is the King influenced to issue a decree calling for the destruction of all Jews in the kingdom, though they had never been any actual threat to his reign.

