EXODUS Lesson 7

Chapters 15:22-18
Teacher: John M. Brawn, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, August 2004
I. THE PEOPLE COMPLAIN, 15:22-17:7 

A. The people complain about bitter water, 15:22-27

1. The Israelites go into the wilderness of Sin (a desert region between Egypt and Palestine), and after three days of finding no water, they finally find water at Marah, but it was bitter.
2. The people murmur against Moses and the water is made sweet.

B. The people complain about hunger, 16:1-36

1. The Israelites come into the wilderness of Sin (the area on the eastern shore of the Red Sea), and the whole congregation murmur against Moses and Aaron.

2. Their murmurings were really against God (v. 8 - for a practical application, compare 1 Samuel 15:26; Matthew 10:17-25; 1 Corinthians 16:10-11; 1 Timothy 5:17-20).

3. God gives them quail (Psalm 78:27-28) to eat, and manna (bread -see Numbers 11:8; Psalm 78:24-25; 105:40).

C. The people complain about lack of water, 17:1-7

1. Again, the Israelites murmur against Moses.

2. God brings forth water from a rock (1 Corinthians 10:1-10).

3. The people had been guilty of tempting the Lord!

II. THE DEFEAT OF AMALEK, 17:8-16 

A. Amalek comes into battle against Israel.

1. The tribe of Amalek (Amalekites) were descendants of Esau's grandson (see Genesis 36:12), an ancient nomadic people who occupied the Sinai peninsula near Egypt (see Numbers 13:29; 1 Samuel 15:7; 27:8).

2. Moses selects Joshua (son of Nun, of the tribe of Benjamin - see 1 Chronicles 7:27) to lead the battle.

3. Moses stands on the hill with the rod of God in his hand, and as long as Moses holds up his arms, Israel prevails in battle (his arm has to eventually be propped up!).

B. God gives Israel victory over Amalek, and will ultimately utterly destroy the Amalekites (see Deuteronomy 25:17-19; Numbers 14:45; 24:20; 1 Samuel 15).
III. THE DIVISION OF RESPONSIBILITY, 18:1-27 
A. Moses’ father-in-law, JETHRO, hears all that God had done in Egypt.

1. Moses and Jethro reunite.

2. Jethro recognizes the great responsibilities before Moses:

a. Moses spent time judging among the people (he was the court of appeals) which required much time and strenuous effort 

b. Jethro proposes that judges be selected from among the best citizens of the people.

c. This alleviates Moses* tremendous responsibility (see also Deuteronomy 1:5-15).

d. To Moses is left the most difficult cases.

C. Jethro departs.

