EXODUS Lesson 10 
Chapters 25-31

Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, September 2004
I. GOD GIVES MOSES A PATTERN FOR A SANTUARY, 25:1 - 27:21

A. The materials, 25:1-9

1. The people are to bring a willing offering: gold, silver, brass, etc.

2. The people are to make God a sanctuary (literally, “holy place”), for Him to dwell among them: this will be God’s tabernacle.

3. All things are to be made according to “the pattern” (see Hebrews 8:1 -5).

B. The Ark and the Mercy Seat, 25:10-22

1. They are to make an Ark of Shittim wood (this will be the Ark of the Testimony, or Ark of the Covenant).

2. The Ark will contain what God commands (see Hebrews 9:4).

3. A Mercy Seat would cover the Ark (as its lid); it was also the place of propitiation.

4. God would commune with Israel from above the Mercy Seat.
C. The Table for the Shewbread, 25:23-30
1. They are to make a table of shittim wood which would hold the shewbread (12 flat cakes representing each of the twelve tribes, arranged in two piles - see Leviticus 24:5-6).

2. On this shewbread, see Exodus 35; 39; Numbers 4
BREAD: Jesus (John 6:32-35, 48, 51); Word of God (Matthew 4:4; Luke 4:4)
D. The Candlestick (Lamps), 25:31-40

1. They are to make a candlestick of pure gold, with six branches out of the side.

2. They are to make “seven lamps thereof (“seven spirits” = Holy Spirit, see Revelation 1:4; 4:5; Isaiah 11:2).
NOTE:
The Mercy Seat = THE FATHER
The Shewbread = THE SON
The Lamps = THE HOLY SPIRIT
E. The Curtains, 26:1-14

1. The Tabernacle will have ten curtains of fine twined linen (inner curtains).

2. There shall also be curtains of goats hair for a covering (outer curtains).

3. There shall be two additional coverings of rams’ skins and badgers’ skins.
F. The Boards (Framework) for the Tabernacle, 26:15-30

1. These boards are to be made of shittim wood.

2. Apparently the walls of the tabernacle were not solid, but of a construction that allowed the beauty of the linen curtain to be visible from the inside.
G. The Veils, 26:31-37

1. A veil of blue, purple, and scarlet would be hung to divide the holy place and the most holy place; this veil, four inches in thickness, barred all but the High Priest from the presence of God!

2. At Jesus’ death, this veil was torn in two (Mark 15:38), signifying the end of the Law of Moses, and that all could have access to God (Hebrews 10:19-22).

H. The Brazen (Bronze) Altar, 27:1-8

1. They were to make an altar of shittim wood, with horns upon four corners (Psalm 118:27), with pans, shovels, basins, etc.

2. This brazen altar seems to be a picture of Christ’s death, of hell (fire), and provision being made for sin.

I. The Court of the Tabernacle, 27:9-19

1. This is the court which surrounded the Tabernacle.

2. This court was some 150’ x 75’, and was screened with a linen curtain 7 %’ high.

J. The Oil, 27:20-21

1. Pure olive oil was to be used for perpetual light.

2. Compare Matthew 5:14; Philippians 2:15

II. THE PRIESTHOOD & THE BUILDERS, 28:1 - 31:11

A. The Priests’ Garments, 28:1-43

1. The priestly garments consisted of a breastplate, an ephod (two-piece sleeveless garment held to the body by a girdle), a robe, a broidered coat, and mitre.

2. A breastplate of judgment, worn on the front of the ephod, was adorned with 12 precious stone (bearing the names of the twelve tribes of Israel).

B. The Priests’ Consecration, 29:1-46

1. To “hallow” the priests: one young bullock, two rams without blemish, unleavened bread were to be brought.

2. This consecration consisted of: washing (v. 4), investiture (vv. 5-9), anointing (v. 7), and sacrifice (vv. 10-14).

3. The blood of the bullock was to be put on the horns of the altar: it was a sin offering.

4. The first ram was to be offered unto the Lord; the second ram was used for Aaron’s consecration

5. There will be a wave offering and a heave offering (upward) before the Lord.

6. Succession for the priesthood is provided.

7. “Sin offering” for atonement — note Leviticus 4

8. Two lambs would be offered: 1st in the morning and 2nd in the evening: this would be a continual burnt offering (see Hebrews 10:11-12).

9. God will sanctify the tabernacle, the attar, and Aaron and his sons.

C. The Attar of Incense, 30:1-10

1. They were to make an altar to burn incense (this is a picture of prayer - see Psalm 141:2; Revelation 5:8).

2. The details of this altar are given; here, Aaron shall make atonement once a year with the blood of the sin offering (see Leviticus 23:27-30).

D. The Atonement Money, 30:11-16

1. When Israel is numbered, then ransom payment follows.

2. This money was used to support the ministry (see 1 Corinthians 9:13 with Numbers 18:8-24).

E. The Laver, 30:17-21

1. They were to make a laver of brass, with a foot (a trough or shallow basin) to wash.

2. Aaron and his sons would wash their hands and feet (see Leviticus 16:1-14).

F. The Anointing Oil, 30:22-33

1. They were to take “principal spices” to make “an oil of holy ointment,” which would be “an holy anointing oil.”
2. What they were to anoint was specified.

3. On Christ’s anointing, see Luke 4:18; Acts 4:27; Hebrews 1:9

G. The Incense, 30:34-38

1. Sweet spices were used to make an incense.

2. This would be “holy for the Lord.”
H. The Builders, 31:1-11

1. The master builders were to be Bezaleel and Aholiab.

2. These builders would be guided by God.

I. The Sabbath, 30:12-18

1. The Sabbath observance would be a sign between God and Israel throughout her generations; it would be a perpetual covenant (see 20:9-11; Amos 8:1-10; Hosea 2:11).

2. So God gave unto Moses to “two tables of testimony, tables of stone, written with the finger of God.”
THE THREE DISPENSATIONS

PATRIARCH
MOSAIC                              CHRISTIAN
-No Sabbath command
-Sabbath command              -No Sabbath command

-No Sabbath Example
and penalty               -No Sabbath example

-No Sabbath penalty

