EXODUS Lesson 3
Chapters 5 – 7:13
Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, July 2004
GOD SENDS MOSES TO PHARAOH
I. MOSES’ FIRST ENCOUNTER WITH PHARAOH, 5:1 – 7:7    

A. Moses gives Pharaoh the charge from God, chapter 5
1. “Let my people go...”
2. Pharaoh’s response, verse 2: “Who is the Lord....?”
3. Moses’ request of Pharaoh, verses 3-4

4. Pharaoh increases the work of the Israelites, verse 6-19

5. The children of Israel blame Moses and Aaron for their more difficult tasks and condition, verse 20-23
B. Moses shall see what God will do with Pharaoh, chapter 6
1. God speaks with Moses, verse 1-8

a. God is “God Almighty” = Hebrew, EL SHADDAI (“the strong God”).

b. We also see the introduction of the name JEHOVAH (meaning, “He will be”). 
c. God had established His covenant (see Genesis 12, 13, 15, 17, 22, 28, etc.). 
d. God instructs Moses to tell Israel GOD will deliver them from the Egyptians.
2. Israel’s reaction, verse 9-13
3. The genealogy, verse 14-30
NOTE especially verses 16-20, and compare this with Genesis 15:13-16
LEVI: 1st generation 
KOHATH: 2nd generation 
AMRAM: 3rd generation 
MOSES: 4th generation
The lesson?
GOD REMEMBERS HIS COVENANT! God is faithful! God keeps His promises!
C. God gives Moses the charge again, chapter 7:1-7

1. God says Pharaoh will look up to Moses, but not listen to him.

2. Pharaoh’s heart will be hardened.

3. The Egyptians will see God’s wonders.

4. Moses and Aaron did what God commanded (and notice, Moses is 80 years old; Aaron is 83 years old!).
II. MOSES’ SECOND ENCOUNTER WITH PHARAOH, 7:8-13 
A. Moses and Aaron encounter Pharaoh again.

1. Moses casts down his rod, and it becomes a serpent.

2. The Egyptian wise men and sorcerers do likewise.

B. Pharaoh’s heart is hardened, and he doesn’t listen to Moses and Aaron.

THE HARDENING OF PHARAOH’S HEART
(Exodus 4:21; 7:3; 9:12; 10:27; 11:10; 14:8)

1. The whole matter has been confusing to some, and led to some false conclusion.

2. There are some things that must be kept in mind in understanding this “hardening”:

a. THE FREE MORAL AGENCY OF MAN. Man has free will, having a free moral agency, and is capable of making, and responsible for, his own decisions. God doesn’t force one to serve Him, and the Biblical doctrine of eternal judgment is dependent on this principle of individual responsibility.

b. PHARAOH ALSO HAD FREE WILL. If we think God miraculously forced Pharaoh to rebel, or directly imparted obstinacy against Pharaoh’s will, we do injustice to the teaching of the Bible. In fact, the Bible specifically says that Pharaoh hardened his own heart (Exodus 8:15, 32; 9:34).

3. God would perform great miracles in Egypt; this would in itself cause Pharaoh to harden his heart. The gospel does the same thing: it softens some and hardens others (see 2 Corinthians 2:14-16; Romans 1; 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12).

4. Consider also, God’s demand of Pharaoh (“let my people go”) was something Pharaoh was unwilling to do. In this way, God, through His command, “hardened” Pharaoh’s heart. This was something done indirectly. God’s commands and blessing were rejected by Pharaoh, and thereby his heart was hardened (the sun melts wax but hardens clay!).

5. So ultimately, Pharaoh must bear personal responsibility for his actions!

