EXODUS Lesson 4
Chapters 7:14 -11:10
Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, August 2004
THE TEN PLAGUES UPON EGYPT 
On these plagues, see Psalm 78:42-52
I.   The First Plague: WATER TO BLOOD, 7:14-25
A. Moses is to tell Pharaoh, “The Lord God of the Hebrews hath sent me unto thee, saying, Let my people go, that they may serve me in the wilderness: and behold, hitherto thou wouldest not hear.”
B. The rivers would be turned to blood: the fish died, the water was unusable, and the land stank!
C. But Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he would not listen to Moses and Aaron.
II. The Second Plague: FROGS IN THE LAND, 9:1-15

A. God promised to smite Egypt with frogs, and does.

B. Pharaoh tells Moses he will let the people go sacrifice if the frogs are taken away.

C. So the frogs were taken away, but the respite caused Pharaoh to harden his heart (v. 15).
III. The Third Plague: LICE, 8:16-19

A. The dust of the land (see Genesis 2:19) becomes lice.

B. This is a sign which the Egyptians could not imitate: they tell Pharaoh it is “the finger of God” (a reference to God’s power - see Exodus 31:18; Deuteronomy 9:10; Psalm 8:3; Luke 11:20; Matthew 12:28).

IV. The Fourth Plague: FLIES, 8:20-32

A. God sends swarms of flies upon Egypt.

B. God puts a division between the Israelites and the Egyptians.

C. Note Pharaoh’s compromise in verse 25 (cf. 10:11).

D. But Pharaoh hardened his heart, and would not let the people go.

V. The Fifth Plague: DISEASE UPON THE BEASTS, 9:1-7

A. The division between the Egyptians and the Israelites is maintained: the Israelites do not suffer the effects of the pestilence. 
B. Still, Pharaoh would not let the people go.
VI. The Sixth Plague: BOILS UPON MAN & ANIMALS, 9:8-12

A. God sends “boils with blains” upon man and beast in Egypt (severe sores; skin inflammations). 

B. Still, Pharaoh would not let the people go.

VII. The Seventh Plague: HAIL IN EGYPT, 9:13-35

A. God sends a severe hail on Egypt (and for the first time, human life is threatened).

B. Note verses 20-21: Some regard the Word of God, and some do not (that condition continues!).

C. Pharaoh calls for Moses and Aaron, and tells them he has sinned “this time” (what about the other six times???). 

D. Moses will “spread abroad” his hands unto God (that is, pray - see 1 timothy 2:8; 2 Chronicles 6:13; Ezra 9:5). 

E. Moses knows the plague will stop, but he also knows that Pharaoh and his servants still will not fear the Lord (verses 29-30). 
F. After the plague ceased, Pharaoh still did not let the people go (he “sinned yet more”).

VIII. The Eighth Plague: LOCUSTS, 10:1-20

A. Moses asked Pharaoh how long “wilt thou refuse to humble” himself before God.

B. God sends locusts into the land (note how the winged plagues keep getting larger!).

C. Note: swarms of locusts can blot out sunlight; it only takes a large swarm 10-30 minutes to strip 100 acres of land; swarms have been known to be so thick that they put out fires set to drive them away.

D. Pharaoh will allow the little ones to go, but seems to be warning Moses against it! E. Pharaoh again acknowledges he has sinned against God (verse 16-17). 
E. God took away the locusts, but Pharaoh would not let the people go.

IX. The Ninth Plague: DARKNESS OVER THE LAND, 10:21-29

A. God sends a thick darkness over the land for three days.

B. Pharaoh tells Moses to go, but leave all the Israelites cattle behind (this is Pharaoh’s fourth attempted compromise: compare 10:24 with 8:25; 8:28; 10:10-11). 
C. Moses is adamant: the cattle must go also. 
D. Pharaoh will not let the people go, but orders Moses from his presence (note verses 28-29 and compare with 33:20).

X. The Tenth Plague: DEATH OF THE FIRSTBORN, 11:1-10

A. God promises to bring one more plague upon Egypt: all the firstborn in the land will die, both of man and beasts.

B. The Israelites were to take silver and gold from the Egyptians. 
C. Moses warns Pharaoh, and leaves him, being greatly angered. 
D. Note verse 10: it is a summation of the entire conflict between Pharaoh and Moses!
